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Longstanton Parish Council   
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting, held at  

Longstanton Vllage Hall, 24 High Street, Longstanton, CB24 3BS 
Monday 9th September 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Burns (Chairman), Cllr McPhater, Cllr Ness, Cllr Sinclair, Cllr Mrs Wilkins, Cllr Street,  

Cllr Ms Harrison, Cllr Owens 

Clerk:  Libby White, Parish Clerk 

D Cllr Malyon 

Michael Huntington – SCDC Planning Officer 

In attendance: 5 members of the public 
 

19-20/65 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCEi 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Brash-Hall (personal), Cllr Owen and Cllr delaMare-
Lyon (work commitments)  C Cllr Hudson (personal) 

19-20/66 COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda: none 

Requests to Speak: None required 

To receive requests for dispensations: None 

Grant of dispensations: None. 

19-20/67 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION (10 min) 
None 

19-20/68 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a) It was proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr Mrs Wilkins and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Full 

Council Meeting held on 8th July 2019 be approved and signed. 

It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
extra ordinary Council Meeting held on 22nd July 2019 be approved and signed with the amendment to 
add Cllr Owens to the attendees. 

It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr Ness and RESOLVED that the minutes of the extra 
ordinary Council Meeting held on 20th August 2019 be approved and signed. 

b) The Clerk noted notes taken by Cllr Burns from the Greater Cambridge Local Plan meeting held on 17th 
July have been circulated among members.     

c) Clerk’s Report – circulated with meeting papers prior to meeting 

19-20/69 NORTHSTOWE MATTERS 
a) Michael Huntington, Strategic Planning Officer was in attendance to speak about the potential 

dewatering of the Kingfisher Pond and neighbouring ponds.  He stated that he has come to the issue 
fresh with no pre-conceived ideas.  He detailed responsibility for water courses in South Cambs lies 
with either SCDC, IDB, Environment Agency and/or riparian owners.  In Northstowe it is riparian 
owners which makes it Gallagher/L&Q Estates and Homes England.  He had been asked to investigate 
whether the RSPB been consulted.  Michael confirmed that he is aware that their in house ecologist 
and Natural England are consulted with all planning applications.  After some discussion Michael noted 
that he had not realised that the initial concerns were raised in 2015.  It has been published that East 
Anglia has had ‘below normal’ rainfall and last month the River Cam was 33% lower than when records 
began in 1946. Due to some holes in the information he has received he would like to do some more 
investigation into what is happening.  Cllr Burns asked that the report be looked at with more science 
behind the figures.  If they can’t get an answer from the investigation by Michael, SCDC have been 
asked by D Cllr members to ensure that there is budget in place for a drainage expert. 

b) Jon London, Community Project Officer had provided a brief update prior to the meeting:  as at 6th 
September occupations stood at 441 dwellings meaning that 29.4% of Phase 1 is occupied.  There are 
72 Welcome Pack deliveries outstanding with the average waiting time 31 days.   
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The Clerk noted that there were some S106 items which had reached their triggers but not been acted 
upon by L&Q Estates.  D Cllr Malyon confirmed that she and D Cllr Cheung Johnson had met with 
Andrew Thompson that day.  L&Q received quote for the Pioneer Park which was above what they 
were anticipating and the S106 amount allocated.  L&Q have said that SCDC need to make up the 
difference.  SCDC have said no! pushing back and told them they have an obligation to deliver and 
asked that developers push L&Q but there is a potential for serious enforcement action.  The 
community is mobilising to try and get action.  Cllr Burns asked if we want to back up residents.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to write a letter 
to back up the D Cllrs and Community to enable the S106 items to be delivered. 

Action: Clerk to write to L&Q copying in the D Cllrs 

19-20/70 FINANCE MATTERS 
a) The Clerk noted that the new financial software has been saving a lot of time and though the reports 

take a little bit of time to get used to, the Finance Committee have found it reasonably straight 
forward.  As at 31st July, LPC funds stood at £633,511.00 across all accounts.   

b) It was noted that a letter has been received from Magpas Air Ambulance asking for donations.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that £300.00 be 
donated to the work undertaken by Magpas especially as several members of the community had been 
treated by them over the last 12 months. 

Action: Clerk to contact Magpas and arrange payment. 

c) Longstanton Parish Council has a legal obligation to ensure that the website has an appropriate 
‘Website Accessibility Statement’ on it no later than 23rd September.  It is understood that to carry out 
this work, detailed technical knowledge would be needed.  It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded 
by Cllr Mrs Wilkins and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote Vision ICT (website provider) be employed to 
ensure the Website Accessibility Statement is included on the website at a cost of £85.00 + VAT. 

Action: Clerk to contact the VisionICT. 

d) The Clerk noted that there is a shortage of tall Christmas Trees for this year.  Last year a 27ft Christmas 
Tree was purchased for the Village Green.  The Clerk has looked around and Elveden (used last year) 
are able to supply 20ft Christmas trees on a first come, first served basis.  After discussion, it was 
proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr Wilkins and RESOLVED that 2 trees be purchased (one for 
Longstanton and one for Northstowe) at a cost of £500 + VAT each.  Try and get Developers to put 
some money in for the Northstowe Christmas.   

CARRIED 
1 against 

Action: Clerk to purchase Christmas trees. 

e) The Finance Committee feel that following the implementation of the Earmarked Reserves Policy and 
the new finance software, money is being held in a much more visible manner meaning that the 
separate bank accounts are not required.  They would recommend that all Unity Bank Accounts be 
merged into one and the same with CCLA accounts as it would save time for both the Clerk and the 
Finance Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED by a 
unanimous vote that the accounts be reduced to only one at Unity and one at CCLA. 

Action: Clerk to arrange the merging of the accounts. 

f) It was noted that Traffic Management training was available through St Ives Town Council (26th 
September 2019) which Longstanton Parish Council had been unsuccessful in gaining a place through 
County Council in 2018.  It was proposed by Cllr McPhater, seconded by Cllr Ness and RESOLVED by a 
unanimous vote to send the Clerk on the Traffic course. 

Action: Clerk to book the course. 

g) It was noted that in December 2018, the motion to transfer £150,000 into a long term CCLA Property 
fund was postponed due to concerns over the effect of Brexit.  After a presentation by Cllr Sinclair and 
lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr Owens, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED to invest 
the £150,000 in the CCLA Property Fund, commissioning the financial report if required a second time. 

CARRIED 
1 abstention 

Action: Clerk to arrange the opening of the Property Fund. 
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19-20/71 PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning Matters for comment 

a) S/2877/19/FL - first floor extension to front and side and two storey side extension at 29 Rampton 
Drift, Longstanton for Mr & Mrs Whitehead & Ms Langford. 

It was proposed by Cllr Wilkins, seconded by Cllr Owens and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that this 
planning application be recommended for Parish Council SUPPORT.  

b) S/2846/19/FL - first floor rear extension at 78 Magdalene Close, Longstanton for Mr & Mrs Zain  

It was proposed by Cllr Owens, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that 
this planning application be recommended for Parish Council SUPPORT. 

c) S/2951/19/TC - Tree work at 49 Mills Lane, Longstanton for Mr Dost. 

It was proposed by Cllr Owens, seconded by Cllr Ness and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that this 
planning application be recommended for Parish Council SUPPORT. 

d) S/2957/19/FL - change of use from B1 use (office use) to health and beauty treatments at Unit 1, 
Hazlewell Court, Bar Road, Longstanton for The Retreats (Cambridge) Ltd 

It was proposed by Cllr Owens, seconded by Cllr Sinclair and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that this 
planning application be recommended for Parish Council SUPPORT. 

Northstowe Planning Matters for Comment 
e) S/2907/19/RM - approval of matters reserved for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 

following outline planning permission S/0388/12/OL for 130 dwellings at Parcel H9, Northstowe Phase 
1 - Barratt Homes 
It was proposed by Cllr Owens, seconded by Cllr Harrison and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that this 
planning application be recommended for Parish Council SUPPORT with the comment that the Parish 
Council was disappointed that BDW Homes had not come to one of their meetings to present their 
plans. 

Planning matters for information only  
f) It was noted that permission for S/2286/19/FL single storey porch to front and two storey side extension 

to dwelling at 99 Thornhill Place, Longstanton for Mr McKenzie-Lee had been received. 

Northstowe Planning matters for information only 
g) It was noted that S/2468/19/DC – discharge of conditions 3 (materials), and other conditions [full 

listing available on website http://www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Planning_Applications_22977.aspx] 
pursuant to planning permission S/0045/19/RM at Northstowe Phase 1, Parcel H10 for Taylor Wimpey 
had been received 

h) It was noted that S/2290/19/DC - discharge of conditions 16 (sports and community/arts) and 29i 
(recording existing building heritage assets) planning permission S/2290/19/DC – Northstowe Phase 2 
for Homes England had been received. 

i) It was noted that S/2763/19/DC discharge of condition 6 (fencing) of planning permission 
S/2265/19/DC at Northstowe Phase 1 for Gallagher Longstanton Limited had been received.  

19-20/72 COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS 
a) It was noted that C Cllr Hudson’s report had been received and circulated with the meeting papers 

prior to the meeting.  It was also noted that C Cllr Hudson is liaising with the relevant Highways Officers 
about the damage caused to School Lane by the installation of the new sewer for Northstowe Phase 2. 

b) It was noted that the ‘Northstowe Traffic Monitoring Data Summary’ had been circulated to members 
upon receipt.  Concern had been raised by Cllr delaMare-Lyon, prior to the meeting, that there was a 
broken sensor had not been fixed after around 18 months.  Cllr Wilkins noted that peak hours have 
moved to earlier in the morning therefore traffic is affecting people’s lives and it appears the A14 in 
impacting traffic further on. 

19-20/73 DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS 
The report from the two district Councillors had been circulated within the meeting papers.  There is a 
public consultation for Northstowe Phase 3 this week.  If councillors are unable to attend, there will be 
another chance to see the plans at the Homes England offices.  Andrew Thompson keen to facilitate a 
meeting re S106 and will contact the Clerk.  Northstowe Secondary School on target to be ready for the 
first intake at the end of September. 

 

http://www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Planning_Applications_22977.aspx
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19-20/74 COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 
a) The proposed ‘Protocol for Marking the Death of a Senior National Figure’, drafted by the Clerk, had 

been circulated to members in the meeting papers for consideration.  It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, 
seconded by Cllr Wilkins and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve and adopt the protocol.   

Action: Clerk to circulate to those involved and monitor. 

b) The proposed ‘Community Engagement Strategy’, drafted by the Clerk, had been circulated to 
members in the meeting papers for consideration.  It was proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr 
Owens and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve and adopt the policy and ensure Northstowe is 
included. 

Action: Clerk to add to policies and monitor. 

c) The Clerk updated members on the situation with County Council transferring responsibility of sourcing 
energy for 44 streetlights.  It was noted that the suppliers were only able to give indicative costs as 
only an intermediate certificate could be issued by UK Power Networks. Therefore the costs may have 
changed slightly between obtaining the price and going back to the provider. 

It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr Ness and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that Opus 
Energy be chosen to be the supplier with the agreement signed to work with UK Power Networks so 
that the appropriate Unmetered Supply Certificate can be issued.   

Action: Clerk to arrange energy supply as necessary. 

d) The Clerk updated members on the ongoing adoption of public open spaces on Home Farm. The 
outstanding areas are POS7 (off Mitchcroft Road), POS14 (off Kides Crescent) and D1-4 running along 
the ditch between Kides and Lofthouse.  In addition to these known areas, Persimmon are looking to 
pass a slither of land behind two dwellings and Fews Lane.  It was proposed by Cllr Owens to adopt all 
offered open space and voted in favour by 3 others: motion failed. 

It was proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr Wilkins and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to adopt 
POS7, POS14 and the sliver of land off Mitchcroft Road in the first instance and D1-4 once the dispute 
with the landowner about the building of the link be resolved: 3 in favour with the casting vote given 
by the Chairman.  All areas to be tidied up before hand over. 

CARRIED 

1 abstention 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Persimmon Homes. 

e) It was noted that this year’s Cambridgeshire Conference would be held on 8th November 2019.  In the 
past the Clerk has attended the conference with the Chairman or Vice Chairman. 

 

19-20/75 HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH MATTERS 
a) Home Farm Phase 2: Helen from Vine Technical Services has reported: 

In respect of the open space, the Parish Council’s solicitor has commented on the transfer deed and 

this has been returned to Shakespeare Martineau for consideration.  She has also sent them a list of 

enquiries, which has now been reviewed by them and a response sent.  Some of these enquiries were 

being dealt with by the landowner’s solicitor and Shakespeare Martineau have therefore chased 

them up.  I also understand that a further fee undertaking is now required by the Council’s solicitor 

and that this is being considered by Barratt Homes. 

I also understand that Shakespeare Martineau have been back in contact with the Council’s solicitor 

regarding the bridges and that weed killing in Stevenson Road has been carried out, with the 

developer’s landscaping contractor now monitoring any on-going weed growth. 

In terms of the Deed of Release, Shakespeare Martineau has been in contact with Walker Morris (the 

solicitors for the administrators) regarding queries raised in connection with the S106 payments and 

they are currently awaiting a response. 
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I would stress that pressure is being exerted both by Barratt Homes and Taylor Wimpey on their 
solicitors to complete the Deed of Release before the December deadline and I am continuing to 
chase from my end! . 

19-20/76 COMMUNITY MATTERS 
a) It was noted by members that the May early Bank Holiday was being moved to Friday 8th May 2020 in 

conjunction with VE Day (75 years since the end of World War II).  The Clerk informed the meeting that 
there has been interest in holding a village event.  It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr 
Ness and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that the clerk approach the clubs, cadets, and community to 
arrange an event with the Village Events Committee. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with groups and the community to get volunteers. 

b) It was noted that Remembrance Sunday was fast approaching and the Clerk asked whether members 
would like to hold a parade on Remembrance Sunday again this year following the success of 2018.  It 
was proposed by Cllr Ness, seconded by Cllr Owens and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that a parade 
be held again this year and to communicate with groups as soon as possible.  

Action: Clerk to liaise with groups and advertise to the community. 

19-20/77 POLICE MATTERS 
Nothing to report.   

19-20/78 COMMITTEE MATTERS 
a) It was noted that the first meeting of the Sustainability Working Group had been held the previous 

week.  Some suggested initiatives were considered by members.  It was proposed by Cllr Ness, 
seconded by Cllr Harrison and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to support the plastic free community 
status and to look into becoming a Terracycle hub. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with resident about plastic free and contact Terracycle. 

b) Draft minutes from the Finance Committee meeting held on 23rd July and 20th August 2019 were noted. 

19-20/79 MOTION TO EXCLUDE 
It was proposed by Cllr Sinclair, seconded by Cllr McPhater and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that 
the public (including any members of the press) be excluded during consideration of the following 
items 80 and 81 as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted. 

The meeting closed at 9.44pm. 

19-20/80 EMPLOYMENT MATTERS 
During the period of exclusion, it was agreed to reduce the published opening hours for the parish 
office to 11am til 2pm, Monday to Friday. 

19-20/81 PROJECT MATTERS 
a) During the period of exclusion, it was agreed to pursue the Longstanton Spice Museum following 

information gained from the Clerk. 

b) During the period of exclusion, it was agreed to seek S106 Funding from Northstowe Phases 3a and 3b. 

19-20/82 MOTION TO RE-ADMIT 
To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the press and public be readmitted to 
the meeting. 

Meeting reopened at 10.16pm. 

19-20/83 CORRESPONDENCE (for information only) 
It was noted that various NALC, CAPALC and SCDC newsletters have been forwarded to Cllrs since July 

Next meeting to be held on Monday 14th October 2019 to be held at Northstowe. 

Meeting closed at 10.20pm. 
 
Signed:   .......................................................................  
Chairman 

Date:  .......................................................................  
 

i LGA 1972, s.85  

 


