Friends of St Michael’s Church Annual Report

The Friends of St Michael’s Church group was formed in 2017. This was in response
to a request by the Churches Conservation Trust and LDHS, and a need to have a local
key-holder willing to open the church on a more regular basis, to the general public. The
church is under the stewardship of the Trust with volunteer-led caretaking; the grounds
remain the responsibility of the Parish Council. The Trust is supportive of all efforts to
encourage access, community use and regular maintenance.
Membership:
• Set at £5 per household
• Despite efforts to increase the membership, the group remains small. This could
be as a result of the assumed ecclesiastical aspect of the group (not so) and the
proximity of the Friends of All Saints Church nearby.
• Recruiting new members remains an objective
Aims:
• To make the church accessible to village residents, visitors and the general public
• To fundraise for maintenance of the building with the immediate need being
repairs to the thatch
• To offer the space of this church and historic building for varied activities
benefiting the community
Financial Needs/Fundraising:
• This is ongoing with a target of £10,000 for the thatch repair
• Longstanton themed merchandise was produced as a fundraising initiative and
has contributed to the bank balance
Past Activities:
• The first event a Cream Teas Afternoon (Aug)was an overwhelming success
raising over £700.
• A MacMillan Coffee Morning (Oct) and Christingle Service (Dec) both raised good
amounts for these two charities.
• Commonwealth Themed Afternoon Tea (April) to celebrate the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Conference in London also raised in excess of £200.

Future Activites:
• 5th June - This is My Theatre ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’
• 4th August – This is My Theatre ‘ The Importance of Being Earnest’
• Summer Cream Teas (dates to be arranged)
• Harvest Festival
• Christingle/Carol Service
We continue to work towards growing the group in number to offer varied activities
that reflect our local village needs and to enable this historic space to be used by all the
community for the community.

