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V I L L AG E  D I A RY  
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE ORGANISER FIRST 

*It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings can be made via 
www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Longstanton_Village_Institute_Hall_23070.aspx. Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 
782323. The Pavilion also offers private party function facilities; discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g.: 
weddings, birthdays, funerals, with Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com 

  SUNDAY 09.30-10.30 Sunday School Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

         11.00 Tennis Club Sessions The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  MONDAY 11.00-12.00 Zumba Gold Village Institute* Davina Mee  07779 244250 

  18.00-20.00 Bowls Club The Pavilion Marion Edwards 01954 780118 

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse          01487 841811 

  2nd of month 19.30 Parish Council Village Institute* (Open meeting)   

  3rd of month 19.45 W.I. Village Institute* Patrizia Peters 01954 781283 

  TUESDAY 10.00-12.00 Coffee morning (over 55's) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

  10.30-11.15 Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers) All Saints’ Church Susan Meah 01954 781258 

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  18.30-20.00 Adult Cricket Training (May-August) Recreation Ground Wayne Markillie 07737 313225 

  19.00-21.00 Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts Village Institute* Rory/Martin 07523 854251/07535 646234 

  19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre     

  WEDNESDAY 10.00-11.00 Music Madness (0-5yrs) Village Institute* Sharon Sennitt 07762 206320 

  19.10-21.30 Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs) Cadet Centre Sgt. Rudderham  07759 056154  

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse 01487 841811 

  THURSDAY 10.00-11.30 Rainbow Club (bump-1yr) Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

  FRIDAY 09.30-11.00 Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4yrs) Village Institute* Jane Hordern  07960952182  

  14.00-16.00 Afternoon tea (over 55s) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

 19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre    

  18.00-20.00 Longstanton Juniors Cricket (5-16yrs) includes Recreation Ground Richard Jenkins rkbjenkins@gmail.com 

  SATURDAY 10.00-11.00 #Longstanton Colts Football Club (6-12yrs) Recreation Ground Louise Gamon 07429 317803 

#Mid week football training available, please contact Louise Gamon (Tel: 07429 317803). 

Longstanton and District Heritage Society Memory Lane 
This photograph is from the LDHS 
Archives, via the Swann family.  
John Swann, a member of LDHS, 
is a descendent of Salmon and 
Marian Linton Swann who lived at 
The Manor, Longstanton. Salmon 
and Marian farmed Manor Farm / 
Inholms Farm from 1884 until their 
deaths in the early 1930s. The 
photograph on the left shows the 
Swann family with John’s father as 
a young boy and his grandfather 
in WW1 military uniform. 
 
The land associated with The 
Manor/ Manor Farm during the 

Swann’s tenure went as far as the old railway line (now the 
Guided Busway). Inholms Farm was part of the land they owned 
and appears on a map of 1891, by that name. It lay outside the 
village, standing approximately where Northstowe’s  Secondary 
College is today. The Manor Farm paddocks are all that remains 
of Manor Farm itself and form part of the conservation area; 
which of course is now green separation between Longstanton 

and Northstowe. There will be improved public access to this 
area of land in the future but for now it continues to be grazed by 
cattle, a tradition that we hope will continue for generations to 
come as a reminder of our rural past.  

Hilary Stroude 
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL 

Dear Readers, 

We hope you are safe and well and able to take advantage of 
easing COVID-19 restrictions—despite some unseasonably cold 
weather! Fingers crossed for sunshine so you can read this 
Longstanton Life edition outside for a change... 

Look out in this issue for an 
introduction to Firouz, our newest 
county councillor (page 4), a special 
feature on the Fenland Panther (page 
8), a plastic-free update (page 12)—
and of course our competition (page 
13). 

Our longstanding contributor Manjeet  
Bolla has stepped down due to other 
commitments; Manjeet, thanks so 
much for all your contributions. We’re seeking new recruits for 
our friendly editorial team—see our advert on page 15. 

The Editorial Team 

Contact Us: 

· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village 

Institute, 24 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS 
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife 
· find us on Facebook – Longstanton Life Magazine 
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Please note that the copy deadline for the                     
August-September 2021 edition of  

Longstanton Life is: 
Thursday, 8th July 2021 

Contributions for the next issue: by email to                                                                    
longstantonlife@hotmail.com  

or drop off at the Village Institute  

Longstanton Life Advertising Rates 2021 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please email 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com with ‘advertising’ in the subject line.  

Issue 1: February/March  Issue 4: August/September  

Issue 2: April/May  Issue 5: October/November  

Issue 3: June/July Issue 6: December/January 

Colour Adverts Prices = B/W plus 20% 

Ad  
Size 

1  
Edition 

3 Editions 
(6 months) 

6 Editions 
(1 year) 

3 Editions 
Spot Ads 

6 Editions 
Spot Ads 

1/4 N/A £130/156 £255/305 £165/198 £330/395 

1/8 N/A £65/78 £130/156 £82/99 £165/198 

Line N/A £15 £30   

 

Fen Drayton, looking 
lush in May!
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NEIGHBOURLY SHOUT OUT! 

We would like to thank our neighbours, Gosia and Jurek, for 
the lovely toys they passed on to our boys! They are being put 
to good use! Lucy, Marc, Jack and Harry  

Send your thank you by emailing longstantonlife@hotmail.com, 
using “Thank you” as the subject line, and we’ll print it here.  
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#ReopeningHuntingdonshire

Close contact services – 

advisory information

Guidance for people who provide close contact 

services - including hairdressers, barbers, 

beauticians and tattooists 

It is critical that employers, employees, 

the self-employed and clients take steps 

to keep everyone safe.
We understand how important it is that you 

can work safely and support your employees’ 

and clients’ health and wellbeing during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and not contribute to the 

spread of the virus moving forward.

It is important that you assess and manage the 

risks of COVID-19; considering the risks to staff 

and clients. As an employer, you have a legal 

responsibility for their health and safety. 

You need to think about the risks they face and 

do everything reasonably practicable to minimise 

them, recognising you cannot completely 

eliminate the risk of COVID-19.

We understand that businesses such as 

hairdressers and barbers, spas, beauty salons, 

tattoo and photoshoot studios, it is likely to be 

difficult to maintain social distancing at all times, 

as employees need to work in close proximity to 

their clients throughout the day.

The person providing a service (such as 

hairdressers or beauticians, because of the period 

of time spent in close proximity to a person’s 

face, mouth and nose) should therefore wear 

additional PPE. This should take the form of a 

clear visor that covers the face and provides 

a barrier between the wearer and the client 

from respiratory droplets caused by sneezing, 

coughing or speaking. 
Face coverings are not an alternative to wearing 

a visor in close contact services. 

PLEASE HELP US TO KEEP
OUR CEMETERIES SAFE

Tel:  01480 388911
Email: enquiries@stneots-tc.gov.uk St Neots Town Council

By being considerate and
following guidelines, you
are helping to keep this

cemetery safe, thank you.

Where possible, only a modest
number of mourners at a
graveside service with a

maximum of 30

Maintain social distancing at all
times, at least 2 metres (3 steps)

away from other mourners/
visitors outside of your household

Respect for the deceased and compassion for the bereaved is an important part of our decision-making, but protecting the health

and safety of the public and our staff must be the foremost concern during this ongoing public health emergency.

Whilst all possible practical measures have been put in place, visitors to the cemetery do so at their own risk

Wash your hands before and
after visiting the cemetery

Cemetery gates will be temporarily
closed once the maximum number

of mourners is reached.

 

Shop

Local
Proud to be open for 

business in Huntingdon.

Put your £ where your  is

#ReopeningHuntingdonshire

You must stay  1 metre apart toSAVE LIVES NOWPlease queue on  floor markings

1 METRE

PLEASE PRACTICE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING

 

 

By Vicky Oxley© 

 The UK Corona Virus Timeline Factsheet 
 

 

Your Local Printers
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
County Councillor                      Firouz  Thompson 

The elections for County Councillor for 
the Longstanton, Northstowe and Over 
ward, which includes Oakington & 
Westwick, took place on 6th May 2021. 
The results were as follows: 

• Tom Bygott (Conservative) 1126 votes 35.5% 
• Maria Harrison (Green) 342 votes 10.8% 
• Firouz Thompson (Liberal Democrat) 1706 
votes 53.8% 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all those resi-
dents of Longstanton who have recently voted for me 
and I feel both honoured and privileged to have now 
signed my acceptance of office. 

In addition to this, I would like to extend my gratitude and 
appreciation to Peter Hudson, who has stood down as 
County Councillor after 7 years serving this community, 
and to show my appreciation for his hard work and com-
mitment throughout his tenure in the role. Peter, I do 
hope you enjoy your retirement. 

In truth, it is with a mixture of excitement and a fervent 
passion to serve our community that I embrace the next 
four years in office. I reiterate my desire to work tirelessly 
in representing our community for the benefit of all. To-
gether with our fantastic District Councillors, Alex Malyon 
and Sarah Cheung Johnson, and our Parish Council, I will 
be working on the things that really matter to you most. 

Interestingly, this local election has seen a huge change. 
We now have new Liberal Democrat County Councillors 
in neighbouring divisions such as Bar Hill and Cottenham 
& Willingham. These gains, together with others across 
the County, mean that the Conservative Party no longer 
has the controlling majority on Cambridge County Coun-
cil. 

I would like to extend my congratulations and warm wish-
es to Dr Nik Johnson who is now the Labour Mayor of 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions, 
views or issues. I can be contacted on 07974680875 or 
firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Please also join our Longstanton, Oakington & 
Northstowe Facebook group. 

With very best wishes, 
Firouz Thompson 

Firouz Thompson, County Councillor 
Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, Oakington and Westwick 

Longstanton Parish Council Dan delaMare-Lyon 
 
Hello everyone, here's hoping you are 
finally starting to enjoy a sense of 
freedom once again. It has been great 
to see so many people out and about 
in the village at last, and to hear and 
see things more familiar for this time 
of year. Please continue to stay alert 
to the coronavirus, as we have come 
so far and it would be a shame to 
have to take a step backwards again. 

Changing Shape of the Parish Council: We have just com-
pleted an uncontested election in Longstanton to select 
the members of the Parish Council for the next 5 years 
(slightly longer owing to the formation of Northstowe Town 
Council after the Community Governance Review was 
completed). While a fair few of the Parish Council have left 
for Northstowe Town Council, we have five new residents 
who have joined the Council. I'd like to say thank you to 
Richard Owen, Maria Harrison, Sunny Pokala, Nisrin Muka-
dam, Simon Owens and Naveen Castelino for their time 
served on Longstanton Parish Council and the time they 
gave to supporting their community.   

I'd also like to welcome our new Councillors: Beth Baker, 
Tindra Brash-Hall, Greg Dickens, Jurie Ferreira and Andrew 
Wycherley to Longstanton Parish Council. 

Northstowe Elections: I write this just after the results of the 
Northstowe elections. 4 of our former Longstanton Coun-
cillors have taken posts in Northstowe in an election that 
saw 20 people nominated for the 15 seats on the new Town 
Council. This has now come into effect and its first meeting 
will be before this magazine is published.  While Longstan-
ton is formally a separate parish to Northstowe, the history 
and heritage of Longstanton and our involvement in the 
development to-date will doubtless continue, and we look 
forward to a strong working relationship with Northstowe 
and its Town Council going forwards, as so many issues 
will span our communities. 

Northstowe Town Council: As explained previously, now 
that the Town Council is set up and operating, we have 
conducted an orderly wind-down of the aspects of 
Northstowe that Longstanton Parish Council has been 
managing on Northstowe's behalf for the last 4 years.  All 
assets and funds that were attributed to Northstowe have 
now been transferred accordingly to the Town Council as 
they assume responsibility from now on for all issues 
affecting Northstowe. 

Forming the New Longstanton Parish Council: The first 
meeting of the newly formed Parish Council was held on 
17th May 2021.  As with all Annual Meetings of the Council, 
this meeting covered a lot of formalities, and was a chance 
for the new councillors to become more familiar with the 
day-to-day function of the council. The meeting was held 
in-person but under COVID restrictions.  

While we work through the government guidelines, we 
may not be able to welcome many members of the public 
to meetings—but please don't feel like we don't want to 
hear from you. We've had our best regular attendance in 
recent years with many more people joining over Zoom, 
contributing and engaging, and it has worked remarkably 
well.  We would have loved to have continued in this fash-
ion (or some hybrid form) since we will be living with COVID 
for some time to come and it offered everyone flexibility, 
but this is a decision that Central Government has made.  
As such, please use email, phone, or Facebook to get in 
touch with your Parish Councillors - all our details can be 
found on the website, and if you don't have access to that, 
you can always reach our Parish Clerk, Libby White on 
01954 782323. 

Until next time, stay safe, and here's hoping the weather 
improves and we can all enjoy spring! 

Dan delaMare-Lyon 
Chairman, LPC 
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
District Councillors Notes  

County Council Elections: Congratulations 
to Firouz on becoming the next County 
Councillor; we look forward to working with 
her closely. We would like to thank Peter 
Hudson for his many years of dedicated 
service and hard work as he stands down 
as our County Councillor. We would espe-
cially like to thank him for the advice and 
help he gave to us as new Councillors and 
wish him a very enjoyable retirement!  

Report into De-watering in Longstanton and Northstowe: Con-
cerns were first raised by residents and the Parish Council in 
2015 regarding reducing water levels in the Kingfisher Ponds, 
and other ponds and wells in Longstanton, and continued to 
be highlighted, until at the end of 2017 it was reported that the 
Kingfisher Pond had completely dried out. When we were 
elected as District Councillors in 2018, we engaged with resi-
dents and the Parish Council on this issue, and both the Lead-
er of the Council and our Chief Executive visited the Parish 
Council to speak on these issues.  We asked for a report to be 
prepared by an officer at SCDC and succeeded in getting 
funding from SCDC for a fully independent report into the wa-
ter levels - the results, and recommendations of which, we 
have committed to act on. 

The consultants HR Wallingford were chosen by the Parish 
Council and commissioned by SCDC.  Their report is being 
prepared in three phases.  Phase 1, delivered to LPC in Febru-
ary 2021, reported on the hydrology and hydrogeology of the 
area.  Phase 2 presents the consultants’ view of changes in the 
Kingfisher Pond and if the groundwater levels and other hy-
drogeological features have changed.  The final phase of the 
report will summarise the reasons for the changes observed in 
the local area and the Kingfisher Pond.   

We are committed to full transparency with these reports.  
They have been sent directly to the Parish Council and other 
contributors.  Residents can obtain a copy of the Phase 1 and 2 
reports on request from the Parish Council.  We are expecting 
the Phase 3 report soon.   

Update regarding the GP: Residents have contacted us with 
concerns about long waits for GP appointments at the Willing-
ham and Longstanton medical practice. The practice is very 
aware of these concerns and are expanding staffing to meet 
demand.  They have recruited 2 new GPs, giving them 6 extra 
sessions a week.  They have also recruited new reception 
staff.      

Staff are continuing to work incredibly hard, as the pandemic 
is ongoing.  Recently, the surgery has seen a spike in demand 
with people coming forward for routine appointments as lock-
down is easing. Sadly, they are also seeing an increase in is-
sues with mental health.  They do not think that the rise in de-
mand is related solely to new Northstowe registrations.     

It is important to emphasise though that people should still 
contact the practice if they need to see someone; please do 
not avoid making an appointment because you think they are 
busy.   

A new Northstowe surgery is planned for Phase 2 of the town.  
Key NHS staff who were working on this project have been 
pulled into the pandemic response but are now beginning to 
work on this project again.  They are looking at demand and 
will review if an interim service is needed before the new 
Northstowe practice fully opens. This is a decision for the NHS 
Clinical Commissioning Group.  We will support this work, but 

this is not a planning issue that can be resolved quickly by the 
Council. 

Update from our SCDC Drainage Engineer: Our SCDC drainage 
engineer has been working on several issues in our ward.  
SCDC have now completed all their drainage repairs to the 
Station Road culvert, contractors have replaced 6 metres of 
culvert and cleared all tree roots and have cleaned the culvert 
from Stanton House under the busway and along past the 
allotments up to New Farm. We have also asked him to look 
at the condition of the awarded drain which runs behind Pren-
tice Close.   

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions 
about these, or any other matters.   

Sarah Cheung Johnson: cllr.cheungjohnson@scambs.gov.uk  
Alex Malyon: cllr.malyon@scambs.gov.uk 

Alex Malyon and Sarah Cheung Johnson  
District Councillors for Longstanton, Oakington and Northstowe 

SPRING COMPETITION WINNER! 
Michelle Buttress won our spring 
competition, congratulations! The 
winning answers were: primrose, 
muscari, rhododendron, magnolia, 
daffodils, allium, hyacinth, iris, 
tulips, crocus, pansy, columbine,  
and hellebore. 
 
Michelle won a 
pair of shears, 
kindly donated 
by Oakington Garden Centre. 



4 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
County Councillor                      Firouz  Thompson 

The elections for County Councillor for 
the Longstanton, Northstowe and Over 
ward, which includes Oakington & 
Westwick, took place on 6th May 2021. 
The results were as follows: 

• Tom Bygott (Conservative) 1126 votes 35.5% 
• Maria Harrison (Green) 342 votes 10.8% 
• Firouz Thompson (Liberal Democrat) 1706 
votes 53.8% 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all those resi-
dents of Longstanton who have recently voted for me 
and I feel both honoured and privileged to have now 
signed my acceptance of office. 

In addition to this, I would like to extend my gratitude and 
appreciation to Peter Hudson, who has stood down as 
County Councillor after 7 years serving this community, 
and to show my appreciation for his hard work and com-
mitment throughout his tenure in the role. Peter, I do 
hope you enjoy your retirement. 

In truth, it is with a mixture of excitement and a fervent 
passion to serve our community that I embrace the next 
four years in office. I reiterate my desire to work tirelessly 
in representing our community for the benefit of all. To-
gether with our fantastic District Councillors, Alex Malyon 
and Sarah Cheung Johnson, and our Parish Council, I will 
be working on the things that really matter to you most. 

Interestingly, this local election has seen a huge change. 
We now have new Liberal Democrat County Councillors 
in neighbouring divisions such as Bar Hill and Cottenham 
& Willingham. These gains, together with others across 
the County, mean that the Conservative Party no longer 
has the controlling majority on Cambridge County Coun-
cil. 

I would like to extend my congratulations and warm wish-
es to Dr Nik Johnson who is now the Labour Mayor of 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions, 
views or issues. I can be contacted on 07974680875 or 
firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Please also join our Longstanton, Oakington & 
Northstowe Facebook group. 

With very best wishes, 
Firouz Thompson 

Firouz Thompson, County Councillor 
Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, Oakington and Westwick 

Longstanton Parish Council Dan delaMare-Lyon 
 
Hello everyone, here's hoping you are 
finally starting to enjoy a sense of 
freedom once again. It has been great 
to see so many people out and about 
in the village at last, and to hear and 
see things more familiar for this time 
of year. Please continue to stay alert 
to the coronavirus, as we have come 
so far and it would be a shame to 
have to take a step backwards again. 

Changing Shape of the Parish Council: We have just com-
pleted an uncontested election in Longstanton to select 
the members of the Parish Council for the next 5 years 
(slightly longer owing to the formation of Northstowe Town 
Council after the Community Governance Review was 
completed). While a fair few of the Parish Council have left 
for Northstowe Town Council, we have five new residents 
who have joined the Council. I'd like to say thank you to 
Richard Owen, Maria Harrison, Sunny Pokala, Nisrin Muka-
dam, Simon Owens and Naveen Castelino for their time 
served on Longstanton Parish Council and the time they 
gave to supporting their community.   

I'd also like to welcome our new Councillors: Beth Baker, 
Tindra Brash-Hall, Greg Dickens, Jurie Ferreira and Andrew 
Wycherley to Longstanton Parish Council. 

Northstowe Elections: I write this just after the results of the 
Northstowe elections. 4 of our former Longstanton Coun-
cillors have taken posts in Northstowe in an election that 
saw 20 people nominated for the 15 seats on the new Town 
Council. This has now come into effect and its first meeting 
will be before this magazine is published.  While Longstan-
ton is formally a separate parish to Northstowe, the history 
and heritage of Longstanton and our involvement in the 
development to-date will doubtless continue, and we look 
forward to a strong working relationship with Northstowe 
and its Town Council going forwards, as so many issues 
will span our communities. 

Northstowe Town Council: As explained previously, now 
that the Town Council is set up and operating, we have 
conducted an orderly wind-down of the aspects of 
Northstowe that Longstanton Parish Council has been 
managing on Northstowe's behalf for the last 4 years.  All 
assets and funds that were attributed to Northstowe have 
now been transferred accordingly to the Town Council as 
they assume responsibility from now on for all issues 
affecting Northstowe. 

Forming the New Longstanton Parish Council: The first 
meeting of the newly formed Parish Council was held on 
17th May 2021.  As with all Annual Meetings of the Council, 
this meeting covered a lot of formalities, and was a chance 
for the new councillors to become more familiar with the 
day-to-day function of the council. The meeting was held 
in-person but under COVID restrictions.  

While we work through the government guidelines, we 
may not be able to welcome many members of the public 
to meetings—but please don't feel like we don't want to 
hear from you. We've had our best regular attendance in 
recent years with many more people joining over Zoom, 
contributing and engaging, and it has worked remarkably 
well.  We would have loved to have continued in this fash-
ion (or some hybrid form) since we will be living with COVID 
for some time to come and it offered everyone flexibility, 
but this is a decision that Central Government has made.  
As such, please use email, phone, or Facebook to get in 
touch with your Parish Councillors - all our details can be 
found on the website, and if you don't have access to that, 
you can always reach our Parish Clerk, Libby White on 
01954 782323. 

Until next time, stay safe, and here's hoping the weather 
improves and we can all enjoy spring! 

Dan delaMare-Lyon 
Chairman, LPC 
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
District Councillors Notes  

County Council Elections: Congratulations 
to Firouz on becoming the next County 
Councillor; we look forward to working with 
her closely. We would like to thank Peter 
Hudson for his many years of dedicated 
service and hard work as he stands down 
as our County Councillor. We would espe-
cially like to thank him for the advice and 
help he gave to us as new Councillors and 
wish him a very enjoyable retirement!  

Report into De-watering in Longstanton and Northstowe: Con-
cerns were first raised by residents and the Parish Council in 
2015 regarding reducing water levels in the Kingfisher Ponds, 
and other ponds and wells in Longstanton, and continued to 
be highlighted, until at the end of 2017 it was reported that the 
Kingfisher Pond had completely dried out. When we were 
elected as District Councillors in 2018, we engaged with resi-
dents and the Parish Council on this issue, and both the Lead-
er of the Council and our Chief Executive visited the Parish 
Council to speak on these issues.  We asked for a report to be 
prepared by an officer at SCDC and succeeded in getting 
funding from SCDC for a fully independent report into the wa-
ter levels - the results, and recommendations of which, we 
have committed to act on. 

The consultants HR Wallingford were chosen by the Parish 
Council and commissioned by SCDC.  Their report is being 
prepared in three phases.  Phase 1, delivered to LPC in Febru-
ary 2021, reported on the hydrology and hydrogeology of the 
area.  Phase 2 presents the consultants’ view of changes in the 
Kingfisher Pond and if the groundwater levels and other hy-
drogeological features have changed.  The final phase of the 
report will summarise the reasons for the changes observed in 
the local area and the Kingfisher Pond.   

We are committed to full transparency with these reports.  
They have been sent directly to the Parish Council and other 
contributors.  Residents can obtain a copy of the Phase 1 and 2 
reports on request from the Parish Council.  We are expecting 
the Phase 3 report soon.   

Update regarding the GP: Residents have contacted us with 
concerns about long waits for GP appointments at the Willing-
ham and Longstanton medical practice. The practice is very 
aware of these concerns and are expanding staffing to meet 
demand.  They have recruited 2 new GPs, giving them 6 extra 
sessions a week.  They have also recruited new reception 
staff.      

Staff are continuing to work incredibly hard, as the pandemic 
is ongoing.  Recently, the surgery has seen a spike in demand 
with people coming forward for routine appointments as lock-
down is easing. Sadly, they are also seeing an increase in is-
sues with mental health.  They do not think that the rise in de-
mand is related solely to new Northstowe registrations.     

It is important to emphasise though that people should still 
contact the practice if they need to see someone; please do 
not avoid making an appointment because you think they are 
busy.   

A new Northstowe surgery is planned for Phase 2 of the town.  
Key NHS staff who were working on this project have been 
pulled into the pandemic response but are now beginning to 
work on this project again.  They are looking at demand and 
will review if an interim service is needed before the new 
Northstowe practice fully opens. This is a decision for the NHS 
Clinical Commissioning Group.  We will support this work, but 

this is not a planning issue that can be resolved quickly by the 
Council. 

Update from our SCDC Drainage Engineer: Our SCDC drainage 
engineer has been working on several issues in our ward.  
SCDC have now completed all their drainage repairs to the 
Station Road culvert, contractors have replaced 6 metres of 
culvert and cleared all tree roots and have cleaned the culvert 
from Stanton House under the busway and along past the 
allotments up to New Farm. We have also asked him to look 
at the condition of the awarded drain which runs behind Pren-
tice Close.   

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions 
about these, or any other matters.   

Sarah Cheung Johnson: cllr.cheungjohnson@scambs.gov.uk  
Alex Malyon: cllr.malyon@scambs.gov.uk 

Alex Malyon and Sarah Cheung Johnson  
District Councillors for Longstanton, Oakington and Northstowe 

SPRING COMPETITION WINNER! 
Michelle Buttress won our spring 
competition, congratulations! The 
winning answers were: primrose, 
muscari, rhododendron, magnolia, 
daffodils, allium, hyacinth, iris, 
tulips, crocus, pansy, columbine,  
and hellebore. 
 
Michelle won a 
pair of shears, 
kindly donated 
by Oakington Garden Centre. 
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NORTHSTOWE SECONDARY COLLEGE (NSC) NEWS 
The summer term has started brilliantly, with students coming 
back after Easter keen and ready to learn. Our clubs are all up 
and running again, with the creative writing club writing some 
impressive stories, which we hope to publish soon, and the 
netball and football club having their first fixtures this week. It has 
been nice to have the opportunity to work as a team and see the 
competitive spirit again in our local secondary schools.  
 
Our curiosity club also continues to meet weekly, where students 
are investigating questions such as what is the significance of The 
Gateway Arch in American history? What makes a good historical 
fiction? Black holes: what might be in them? How has Covid -19 
affected this world as a whole? Mighty impressive questions to 
tackle in Year 7.   
 
38 students have also entered the National Maths Challenge, with 
students in both years 7 & 8 taking part. Our student voice has 
also been active in our weeks back in school, with the student 
council meeting regularly and feeding back on ideas they have to 
improve the school. They have asked for clocks in all classrooms 
and alternate weeks on the window side of the library for each 
year group. They have also asked for us to return to Satchel One 
(Show my homework) instead of Teams for setting homework. All 
of which we have been able to put in place. 
 
We are also still fundraising for the library and our school minibus 
and our school readathon raised over £554.00, with some 

amazing efforts from individuals. As reading is a key focus of our 
curriculum, it was great to see so many students getting involved. 
We have also been hugely grateful for the support in the 
community, particularly Northstowe Foodie vans that have been 
generous in giving us £1589.00. This will make such a difference 
to our fundraising.  
 
We are also involved in the planning of the Northstowe Fun Run, 
which is planned for 5th September. There will be a competitive 
race and then a fun run for people of all ages and abilities. We 
hope to tie this into an open day of our school to finally allow our 
community to come and see our facilities. 
 
We are now opening our inside facilities, including a four-court 
sports hall and an activity and dance studio, now that Covid 
restrictions are easing. We are looking forward to having the 
basketball club on a Thursday and welcome any other groups or 
activities that are looking for inside space. Do get in touch with us 
at lettings@Northstowesc.org. 
 
We would like to get a gym up and running for September and 
would be grateful if residents could fill in the survey: https://
tinyurl.com/bs38j25c to help us plan a facility that would benefit 
as many people in our community as we can. 

 
 Carole Moss, Headteacher  

 
 
 
 
 

 

HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
Hello to all of Longstanton! We hope that you are well and 
continuing to adjust to the changes that are happening as the 
country navigates the roadmap through the pandemic. At school, 
we are still keeping the processes and procedures we have 
going despite the easing of restrictions. At the time of writing, we 
have only 9 weeks left of this academic year and we want to be 
able to keep school open for all children and staff to teach and 
learn on site. We are so proud of everyone’s attitudes – well done 
everyone.  

Teaching and learning has been 
very intensive since welcoming 
all children back on site in 
March. There is lots to do and 
the staff and children are all 
working hard. Reception Class 
have been counting and 
doubling with beautiful 
ladybirds. Year 1 have been 
writing amazing reports on 
animals. Year 2 have loved 

exploring coding information on-line! Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 have 
been learning about rainforests and sustainability. Linked to this, 
we took part in Earth Day with Majority Audio Electronics who 
have planted 1000 trees in our name. This is part of a drive to 
stop deforestation in Mozambique. The children have found it 
really engaging and are enthused to make a difference.  

We are really proud to say that we 
have become the third school in 
Cambridgeshire to be awarded Gold 
accreditation for the work we do on 
making journeys to school safer and 
healthier. It is a credit to the Hatton 
Park and Longstanton community 
that we have been able to do what 
we do. It will never be perfect, but as 
long as we do not give up, then we 
will be making a difference to our 
children and families.  
 
It was amazing to be able to safely welcome Mrs Moss from 
Northstowe Secondary College along with some of her staff and 
pupils. They met our Year 6 children who are very excited about 
the next stage of their education journey!  
Hatton Park continues to grow and, at present, we have 351 
pupils on roll. It is a hive of activity and a place to be proud of. We 
will be saying goodbye to 44 Year 6 children in July and 
welcoming nearly 60 new Reception children in September. Do 
follow us on Facebook and have a look on the website to see the 
great things that we are doing. 
Stay safe and keep well., 

Anthony Aguda, Headteacher, and the Hatton Park Team 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS PLAYGROUP 
We hope all our families are safe and well. Unfortunately, Little 
Leprechauns Playgroup is yet to restart, but we really hope to be 
able to welcome you all again in September. We will be 
reviewing this over the summer, so please check our Facebook 
page for updates and more information: 
@littleleprechaunslongstanton. 
As well as welcoming old and new families, we are also looking 
for some new committee members. If there are any parents/
carers who plan to attend the group that would like to help out, 

please let us know via our Facebook page. 
Little Leprechauns Playgroup usually meet every Friday morning 
during term time from 9.30am to 11am in the Village Institute. 
Ages 0-4 welcome. We have free play followed by a fruit snack, 
a story and a craft. Baby area available for little ones. Tea, coffee 
and biscuits for adults. Only £1 per family. Just drop in! 
 

Felicity, Jane and Liz 
Little Leprechauns Committee 
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES  
The tennis season 
is now well under 
way and, after a 
chilly spring, we’re 
hoping for lots of 
warm and sunny 
summer days. The 

club is going from strength to strength, with new members joining 
all the time, so do please get in touch or visit our website 
www.longstantontennis.co.uk if you’d like to find out more. 
Our LTA league matches are already underway, with three teams 
competing this year. As I write this, our 1st team is currently top of 
their division, with our 2nd and 3rd teams in second and third place 
in their division. A fantastic start to our campaign, and well done to 
all of our players taking part! 

We have our first coaching course beginning in early June. This is 
a 6-week course set up specifically for mums with new babies to 
help ease them back into some physical activity in a fun and 
relaxed atmosphere. Spaces are filling up quickly, so take a look 
on our website if you’re interested! We hope to have more 
coaching courses available soon, so keep an eye out for more 
information. 
Our club social nights are Tuesdays and Fridays from 6pm and 
Sunday mornings from 11am and are popular in almost any 
weather. You can book a court any time outside of these sessions; 
members book for free or you can simply book to use the courts 
on a ‘pay and play’ basis. Full details are on our website. 
Happy playing and we hope to see you on the courts soon! 
 

Damian Kramer, Club Chair 

LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB  
Spring is here and normal service (almost) has 
resumed for outdoor bowls on Longstanton’s 
green. There are a few COVID restrictions still 
in place – limited numbers of players allowed 
on the green, no bowls teas after a match – 
but we are back to playing league matches 
with the Cambridge & District, Business 
Houses and Ely leagues. We are also running 

club roll-ups on Monday evenings from 6pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2pm. There is, however, a rink-booking system in 
place for these two events (another COVID restriction, I’m afraid), 
so if you would like to come along to practice, or even to try 
bowls for the first time, then please give Paul Walsham a ring first 
on 01954 200907. 

 
There haven’t been many matches 
yet because it is still early in the 
season, so I thought I would tell you 
about some exotic wildlife you may 
have noticed around the bowls 
green. We are having trouble with 
crows damaging the green. They 
have taken a liking to the 
leatherjackets on the green and are 

gouging holes to get to them. We had a small amount of damage 
a few years ago, but this is the first time in the last 15 years or so 
that we have had such widespread damage. Are there more 
crows about this year does anyone know? 

To deter the crows, someone suggested tying old CDs to a stick, 
but that didn’t work. The next thing was a metal owl whose head 
turns around in the wind – the crows just thought that was the 
floor show. The next thing we tried was to fix strings across the 

green with strips of shiny silver 
tape tied to them. I thought the 
crows might just think they were 
the disco lights, but they did seem 
to have an effect. However, it’s a bit 
of a nuisance having to remove the 
strings to mow the green, or play 
on it, then put them back again 
afterwards. The latest thing we 
have tried is a hawk kite on a long 
pole in the middle of the green – 
same nuisance value as the strings. 
We do seem to have stopped most 
of the damage now with the 
combination of these measures. 
One thing we won’t be trying 
though - quite a few years ago, one 

greenkeeper, for a different village green, tried blasting the crows 
with a shotgun and did more damage to the green than the crows! 
 
If you are a prospective new member and would like more 
information about the club then please contact Marion Edwards 
on 01954 780118 or email marionedwards1@btinternet.com. 

 

Corinne Walsham 

We have managed to complete the first easing of lockdown and 
would like to thank all our customers for bearing with us during 
the wind and rain and the loss of shelter that we incurred.  We 
seem to have retrieved most of it, although some has gone to the 
great shelter recycling. 
Now we should be in the second phase, welcoming customers 
inside the building. Although, with all the doors and windows 
open to keep the air flowing, it might not be any warmer or less 
windy.  We would like to remind people that, at this moment in 
time, we will still be carrying out table service and there are 
restrictions on the numbers around a table.  We are lucky in that 
we have a large space inside and would ask that you make the 

most of the snug bar and the conservatory. If you have any 
suggestions about how this could work better for you, please let 
a member of staff know. 
We will be welcoming the Café on the Rec on Saturday mornings. 
This will give a boost to the football teams but means that we are 
not open until 12.  The plans to provide meals from the kitchen 
are still ongoing and details will be published shortly. 
 
Let’s hope for a less windy and drier summer and please join us 
and catch(!) a cricket game, depending on the weather, on most 
Saturdays. 

Suzanne, Michael and the Pavilion team 

 
 
 The Pavilion 

Tel: 01954 782233, Over Road, Longstanton 
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com 
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com 
Find us on Facebook 

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 23.00 
Friday: 17.00 until 23.30 
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.30 
Sunday: 12.00 until 22.30 

OPENING HOURS 
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and running again, with the creative writing club writing some 
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netball and football club having their first fixtures this week. It has 
been nice to have the opportunity to work as a team and see the 
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Our curiosity club also continues to meet weekly, where students 
are investigating questions such as what is the significance of The 
Gateway Arch in American history? What makes a good historical 
fiction? Black holes: what might be in them? How has Covid -19 
affected this world as a whole? Mighty impressive questions to 
tackle in Year 7.   
 
38 students have also entered the National Maths Challenge, with 
students in both years 7 & 8 taking part. Our student voice has 
also been active in our weeks back in school, with the student 
council meeting regularly and feeding back on ideas they have to 
improve the school. They have asked for clocks in all classrooms 
and alternate weeks on the window side of the library for each 
year group. They have also asked for us to return to Satchel One 
(Show my homework) instead of Teams for setting homework. All 
of which we have been able to put in place. 
 
We are also still fundraising for the library and our school minibus 
and our school readathon raised over £554.00, with some 

amazing efforts from individuals. As reading is a key focus of our 
curriculum, it was great to see so many students getting involved. 
We have also been hugely grateful for the support in the 
community, particularly Northstowe Foodie vans that have been 
generous in giving us £1589.00. This will make such a difference 
to our fundraising.  
 
We are also involved in the planning of the Northstowe Fun Run, 
which is planned for 5th September. There will be a competitive 
race and then a fun run for people of all ages and abilities. We 
hope to tie this into an open day of our school to finally allow our 
community to come and see our facilities. 
 
We are now opening our inside facilities, including a four-court 
sports hall and an activity and dance studio, now that Covid 
restrictions are easing. We are looking forward to having the 
basketball club on a Thursday and welcome any other groups or 
activities that are looking for inside space. Do get in touch with us 
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would be grateful if residents could fill in the survey: https://
tinyurl.com/bs38j25c to help us plan a facility that would benefit 
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we are still keeping the processes and procedures we have 
going despite the easing of restrictions. At the time of writing, we 
have only 9 weeks left of this academic year and we want to be 
able to keep school open for all children and staff to teach and 
learn on site. We are so proud of everyone’s attitudes – well done 
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all children back on site in 
March. There is lots to do and 
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working hard. Reception Class 
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exploring coding information on-line! Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 have 
been learning about rainforests and sustainability. Linked to this, 
we took part in Earth Day with Majority Audio Electronics who 
have planted 1000 trees in our name. This is part of a drive to 
stop deforestation in Mozambique. The children have found it 
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We are really proud to say that we 
have become the third school in 
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that we have been able to do what 
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club is going from strength to strength, with new members joining 
all the time, so do please get in touch or visit our website 
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Our LTA league matches are already underway, with three teams 
competing this year. As I write this, our 1st team is currently top of 
their division, with our 2nd and 3rd teams in second and third place 
in their division. A fantastic start to our campaign, and well done to 
all of our players taking part! 

We have our first coaching course beginning in early June. This is 
a 6-week course set up specifically for mums with new babies to 
help ease them back into some physical activity in a fun and 
relaxed atmosphere. Spaces are filling up quickly, so take a look 
on our website if you’re interested! We hope to have more 
coaching courses available soon, so keep an eye out for more 
information. 
Our club social nights are Tuesdays and Fridays from 6pm and 
Sunday mornings from 11am and are popular in almost any 
weather. You can book a court any time outside of these sessions; 
members book for free or you can simply book to use the courts 
on a ‘pay and play’ basis. Full details are on our website. 
Happy playing and we hope to see you on the courts soon! 
 

Damian Kramer, Club Chair 

LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB  
Spring is here and normal service (almost) has 
resumed for outdoor bowls on Longstanton’s 
green. There are a few COVID restrictions still 
in place – limited numbers of players allowed 
on the green, no bowls teas after a match – 
but we are back to playing league matches 
with the Cambridge & District, Business 
Houses and Ely leagues. We are also running 

club roll-ups on Monday evenings from 6pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2pm. There is, however, a rink-booking system in 
place for these two events (another COVID restriction, I’m afraid), 
so if you would like to come along to practice, or even to try 
bowls for the first time, then please give Paul Walsham a ring first 
on 01954 200907. 

 
There haven’t been many matches 
yet because it is still early in the 
season, so I thought I would tell you 
about some exotic wildlife you may 
have noticed around the bowls 
green. We are having trouble with 
crows damaging the green. They 
have taken a liking to the 
leatherjackets on the green and are 

gouging holes to get to them. We had a small amount of damage 
a few years ago, but this is the first time in the last 15 years or so 
that we have had such widespread damage. Are there more 
crows about this year does anyone know? 

To deter the crows, someone suggested tying old CDs to a stick, 
but that didn’t work. The next thing was a metal owl whose head 
turns around in the wind – the crows just thought that was the 
floor show. The next thing we tried was to fix strings across the 

green with strips of shiny silver 
tape tied to them. I thought the 
crows might just think they were 
the disco lights, but they did seem 
to have an effect. However, it’s a bit 
of a nuisance having to remove the 
strings to mow the green, or play 
on it, then put them back again 
afterwards. The latest thing we 
have tried is a hawk kite on a long 
pole in the middle of the green – 
same nuisance value as the strings. 
We do seem to have stopped most 
of the damage now with the 
combination of these measures. 
One thing we won’t be trying 
though - quite a few years ago, one 

greenkeeper, for a different village green, tried blasting the crows 
with a shotgun and did more damage to the green than the crows! 
 
If you are a prospective new member and would like more 
information about the club then please contact Marion Edwards 
on 01954 780118 or email marionedwards1@btinternet.com. 

 

Corinne Walsham 

We have managed to complete the first easing of lockdown and 
would like to thank all our customers for bearing with us during 
the wind and rain and the loss of shelter that we incurred.  We 
seem to have retrieved most of it, although some has gone to the 
great shelter recycling. 
Now we should be in the second phase, welcoming customers 
inside the building. Although, with all the doors and windows 
open to keep the air flowing, it might not be any warmer or less 
windy.  We would like to remind people that, at this moment in 
time, we will still be carrying out table service and there are 
restrictions on the numbers around a table.  We are lucky in that 
we have a large space inside and would ask that you make the 

most of the snug bar and the conservatory. If you have any 
suggestions about how this could work better for you, please let 
a member of staff know. 
We will be welcoming the Café on the Rec on Saturday mornings. 
This will give a boost to the football teams but means that we are 
not open until 12.  The plans to provide meals from the kitchen 
are still ongoing and details will be published shortly. 
 
Let’s hope for a less windy and drier summer and please join us 
and catch(!) a cricket game, depending on the weather, on most 
Saturdays. 

Suzanne, Michael and the Pavilion team 

 
 
 The Pavilion 

Tel: 01954 782233, Over Road, Longstanton 
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com 
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com 
Find us on Facebook 

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 23.00 
Friday: 17.00 until 23.30 
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.30 
Sunday: 12.00 until 22.30 

OPENING HOURS 
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AN UPDATE FROM FEN DRAYTON LAKES 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When looking out over Ferry Lake in the spring and summer, 
particularly from the picnic tables near the car park or from the 
northern view shelter overlooking Ferry Mere, you may notice 
some rafts floating out on the water. You can see these same 
constructions from the hide on Moore Lake. These are our tern 
rafts and are specially made artificial nesting platforms for 
common tern. 

Common tern are fantastic birds that spend the autumn and 
winter in Western Africa before coming up to breed in Europe. 
With their long, slender wings and long outer tail feathers they 
fly agilely over the lakes, earning them the nickname ‘sea 
swallow’, energetically turning and swooping up and down as 
they catch small fish from just below the surface.  

Unlike their coastal nesting cousins, common tern can often be 
found on inland lakes in the breeding season. As ground 
nesters, terns do not build nests in trees. Instead, they lay their 
eggs directly on the ground or on a small pile of vegetation, 
usually favouring sandy or gravely areas where their eggs and 
chicks are adapted to be well camouflaged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst we have several islands on Moore Lake and a single 
island on Ferry Lake that our terns nest on, these tend to be 
crowded with nesting black-headed gull that push the 
common tern to the edges. We therefore take out rafts and 
anchor them in the lake near the islands to provide some much
-needed extra space for the terns, timing their deployment for 
after the gulls have begun nesting to limit the number that will 
attempt to use the rafts.   

It doesn’t take long for the terns to find the rafts once they are 
out and begin claiming nesting spots. When visiting the reserve, 
keep an eye out for birds flying overhead carrying fish to bring 
in to incubating partners or chicks on the rafts. 

Email: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk 

Tern raft on Ferry Lake - Henry Cook 
Common tern - David Tipling (rspb-images.com) 

LOCAL FOLKLORE 
Whatever happened to the ‘Fenland Panther'? As we ease 
out of lockdown and begin to enjoy a more urban way of 
life - such as commuting into work, having drinks in town 
with friends and eating meals that won’t involve any 
washing up - I’ve started pondering this question.  

In all of my allocated hour long walks around the village, 
exploring the paths and bridleways we’re blessed with, not 
once did I encounter this elusive beast. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, as according to the Cambridge News the 
last reported sighting of the panther in Longstanton was in 
2017.  

Assumed to have been released into the wild following a 
legislation change on exotic pets in 1976, the black 
panther or fenland tiger as it’s sometimes referred, is a 
whispered legend among Cambridge’s outlying villages. 
Sightings spread as far afield as the Gog Magogs, 
Huntingdon, Royston and Ely. There are an estimated 40 
big cats currently prowling around Britain and our own 
legend has caused some upset over the years.  

In 2006, sheep were found dead with claw marks in 
Huntingdon; in 2014, a heavily mauled deer carcass was 
found in Melbourne and in Longstanton in 2017, a 
construction manager reported sight of a potential 
‘juvenile' panther on the Longstanton Bypass. Police have 
published these reports and although searches have been 

made over the years, no official has ever caught up with 
this most mysterious creature.  

Victoria Stevens 

SUMMER SIZZLER! 
BBQ season is almost upon us. As we look 
forward to being reunited with friends, 
family - and hopefully some sunshine - we 
thought we’d share this recipe below for 
delicious crispy skin paprika and garlic 
BBQ chicken.   

Crispy skin paprika and garlic BBQ chicken 

Pack of 6 – 8 chicken thighs, skin on – 
debone and cut each one in half. 

For marinade: about 80 - 100 ml olive oil, 3 
crushed garlic cloves, 1 heaped teaspoon 
of paprika, 1 flat teaspoon of salt, 1/3 

teaspoon of white pepper.  

BBQ skin down first for a while to crisp up, after that keep turning 
until ready. 

For best flavour, marinade the night before! 
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11 tips to cope with anxiety about coming out of lockdown Easing 
out of lockdown will allow us to get back to the people and 
things we love, but it's OK if you feel worried about going back to 
something more "normal" as lockdown restrictions loosen. 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been hard for us all 
and we have all experienced the effects differently, including 
those of us who have been shielding. Even positive change can 
lead to anxiety, and it can take time to readjust to things we have 
not done for a while. Feelings of post-lockdown anxiety are likely 
to pass with time as we get used to the "new normal" but it's 
important to do what we can to take care of our mental health. 
 
There are lots of things that can help you to manage these 
feelings and make it easier to adjust. The NHS website provides 
the following top tips for taking care of your mental health as 
things change. 
 
1. Go at your own pace 
2. Do not avoid things entirely 
3. Get your information from the right sources 
4. Discuss any changes with others 
5. Make time to relax 
6. Challenge unhelpful thoughts 
7. Tell someone how you feel 
8. Plan social occasions 
9. Find routine where you can 
10. Write down your thoughts 
11. Focus on the present 
 
For further information please visit www.nhs.uk/every-mind-
matters/coronavirus/tips-to-cope-with-anxiety-lockdown-lifting 
And remember, mind and body go hand in hand – visit 
www.nhs.uk/better-health for lots of free tools and support to 
help you kick start your physical health too. 
 
Covid Vaccination programme Over the last five months we have 
vaccinated thousands of patients and are so grateful to all of our 

staff and local volunteers whose hard work, support and 
dedication has enabled us to help deliver the vaccine to our 
patients who are most at risk of Covid-19. 
 
The vaccine programme has now entered Phase 2 which will 
focus on cohorts 10 -12 (ages 18 – 49).  Whilst we continue to 
provide second doses to our patients who received their first 
dose through the practice, we have taken the decision to opt out 
of offering vaccination services for Phase 2 cohorts to enable us 
to focus on our day-to-day GP services. 
Patients in cohorts 10 – 12 (ages 18-49) will be invited for their 
vaccine via a text or letter from the National Booking Service and 
will be able to book an appointment online via nhs.uk/
covidvaccination or by calling 119 at one of the local Vaccination 
Centres, which includes Chesterton Bowls Club, Grafton Centre 
and Superdrug on Sidney Street, as well as centres in 
Huntingdon and Newmarket.  
Any patient in cohort 1-9 who has not yet received their vaccine 
can still book online via nhs.uk/covidvaccination or by calling 
119.  
 
Whether you have had the vaccine or not, please continue to 
follow all the guidance in place to control the virus and save lives.  
 
Further information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme, 
including frequently asked questions and patient information 
leaflets here: www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/
news-and-events/latest-news/covid-19-national-vaccination-
programme/. 
 
Farewell Dr Harding At the end of May the practice said goodbye 
to Dr Harding, as he retired from General Practice. Dr Harding has 
been a very valued member of the team for the past 2 years, and 
we wish him well in his retirement.  

 
Lisa Smith 

Assistant Practice Manager - June 2021 

 

 
Northstowe Foodies is run by 
residents Firouz Thompson 
and Mollie Clarke. Our key 
motivation was to support 
local businesses like inde-
pendent food trucks and pro-
vide an alternative choice for 
our local area. 
  

Between 30-100% of Northstowe Foodies’ pitch fees go 
back into the community. We have been delighted to help 
fund towards social events within Northstowe, from raised 
beds in the allotment area to the free School Meals cam-
paign. We have also supported funds for a new laptop for 
a local school to hire to pupils during lockdown. Our cur-
rent fundraising focus is for a green minibus for 
Northstowe Secondary College and Martin Bacon Acade-
my. 
 
We currently have 30+ food trucks that are attending site 
per month with the support of our friends at FoodTruck 
Revolution and there's more on the waiting list! All food 

trucks can be found pitched up by Northstowe Green, 
right on Station Road.  
 
The variety of food trucks cuisine ranges from delicious 
gourmet burgers to fragrant Middle Eastern dishes. We 
are delighted to introduce a pop up stand for a washing 
refill station (let's get sustainable!) and our most recent 
addition, micro-bakery Raised in Rampton and Cambridge 
Luxury Bakes. 
 
We love to shout out great local finds across Cambridge-
shire, from independent restaurants and stores to local 
foodie creators. Do you have a local hotspot to share? 
Fancy writing a post for us? Pop us a message on social or 
at northstowefoodies@gmail.com.  
  
To stay up-to-date on the weekly food truck schedule, 
head to Northstowe Foodies on Facebook/Instagram. 
 

We'll see you at the trucks!  
Firouz Thompson 

Photo credit: Lorraine Wesley  

NORTHSTOWE FOODIES 



8 

 Visit rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:  
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

AN UPDATE FROM FEN DRAYTON LAKES 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When looking out over Ferry Lake in the spring and summer, 
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Common tern are fantastic birds that spend the autumn and 
winter in Western Africa before coming up to breed in Europe. 
With their long, slender wings and long outer tail feathers they 
fly agilely over the lakes, earning them the nickname ‘sea 
swallow’, energetically turning and swooping up and down as 
they catch small fish from just below the surface.  

Unlike their coastal nesting cousins, common tern can often be 
found on inland lakes in the breeding season. As ground 
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Whilst we have several islands on Moore Lake and a single 
island on Ferry Lake that our terns nest on, these tend to be 
crowded with nesting black-headed gull that push the 
common tern to the edges. We therefore take out rafts and 
anchor them in the lake near the islands to provide some much
-needed extra space for the terns, timing their deployment for 
after the gulls have begun nesting to limit the number that will 
attempt to use the rafts.   

It doesn’t take long for the terns to find the rafts once they are 
out and begin claiming nesting spots. When visiting the reserve, 
keep an eye out for birds flying overhead carrying fish to bring 
in to incubating partners or chicks on the rafts. 
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Whatever happened to the ‘Fenland Panther'? As we ease 
out of lockdown and begin to enjoy a more urban way of 
life - such as commuting into work, having drinks in town 
with friends and eating meals that won’t involve any 
washing up - I’ve started pondering this question.  

In all of my allocated hour long walks around the village, 
exploring the paths and bridleways we’re blessed with, not 
once did I encounter this elusive beast. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, as according to the Cambridge News the 
last reported sighting of the panther in Longstanton was in 
2017.  

Assumed to have been released into the wild following a 
legislation change on exotic pets in 1976, the black 
panther or fenland tiger as it’s sometimes referred, is a 
whispered legend among Cambridge’s outlying villages. 
Sightings spread as far afield as the Gog Magogs, 
Huntingdon, Royston and Ely. There are an estimated 40 
big cats currently prowling around Britain and our own 
legend has caused some upset over the years.  

In 2006, sheep were found dead with claw marks in 
Huntingdon; in 2014, a heavily mauled deer carcass was 
found in Melbourne and in Longstanton in 2017, a 
construction manager reported sight of a potential 
‘juvenile' panther on the Longstanton Bypass. Police have 
published these reports and although searches have been 

made over the years, no official has ever caught up with 
this most mysterious creature.  
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SUMMER SIZZLER! 
BBQ season is almost upon us. As we look 
forward to being reunited with friends, 
family - and hopefully some sunshine - we 
thought we’d share this recipe below for 
delicious crispy skin paprika and garlic 
BBQ chicken.   

Crispy skin paprika and garlic BBQ chicken 

Pack of 6 – 8 chicken thighs, skin on – 
debone and cut each one in half. 

For marinade: about 80 - 100 ml olive oil, 3 
crushed garlic cloves, 1 heaped teaspoon 
of paprika, 1 flat teaspoon of salt, 1/3 

teaspoon of white pepper.  

BBQ skin down first for a while to crisp up, after that keep turning 
until ready. 

For best flavour, marinade the night before! 

9 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES 
Reception Tel:  Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 207600  Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  

Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk 

11 tips to cope with anxiety about coming out of lockdown Easing 
out of lockdown will allow us to get back to the people and 
things we love, but it's OK if you feel worried about going back to 
something more "normal" as lockdown restrictions loosen. 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been hard for us all 
and we have all experienced the effects differently, including 
those of us who have been shielding. Even positive change can 
lead to anxiety, and it can take time to readjust to things we have 
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to pass with time as we get used to the "new normal" but it's 
important to do what we can to take care of our mental health. 
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For further information please visit www.nhs.uk/every-mind-
matters/coronavirus/tips-to-cope-with-anxiety-lockdown-lifting 
And remember, mind and body go hand in hand – visit 
www.nhs.uk/better-health for lots of free tools and support to 
help you kick start your physical health too. 
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vaccinated thousands of patients and are so grateful to all of our 
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dedication has enabled us to help deliver the vaccine to our 
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provide second doses to our patients who received their first 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

“No man is an island, entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the continent, a part 
of the main.”  (John Donne, 1623) 
 
This quotation expresses the idea that 
human beings do badly when isolated from 
others.  We need to be part of a community 
in order to thrive.  Four hundred years later, 

our many months in lockdown amidst a pandemic have borne 
witness to this reality.   
 
The poet John Donne penned these words as part of a 
‘Meditation on Death’ when he was seriously ill.  He compared 
people to countries and argued for the interconnectedness of all 
people with God.  Donne wrote from a Christian perspective but 
this belief is also held by other religions. 
 
As I reflect upon the nature of life and ministry within the Church 
of England, I would like to adapt Donne’s message.  May I do so 
in this way: ‘No church is an island, entire of itself’.  This phrase 
resonates with the story of All Saints’ Longstanton.  On 1st April 
2021, the 5folds Team Ministry came into formal being.  (I hasten 
to add that it was no April Fools’ Day joke).  This new chapter 
brings the Anglican churches in Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, 
Swavesey and Willingham into one family grouping.  The legal 
development reflects how we have been operating informally in 

recent years.  It has also reminded us of our unity and 
togetherness.   
 
We are delighted that the final phase of re-ordering work in All 
Saints’ Church is in progress and due for completion by mid-
August 2021.  During this period, the church building will open for 
Sunday worship, weddings and funerals.  We thank you for your 
patience and understanding and ask you to take extra care if you 
are visiting All Saints in the coming months.  These are exciting 
times as we look to the future and we are grateful for your 
ongoing generosity and support along the way. 
 
In June and July, we hope to continue to offer a combination of 
services in church and online.  When going to press, services are 
held in All Saints Longstanton on the 2nd, 3rd,4th and 5th Sundays 
of the month at 9.30am.  Although this pattern is subject to 
change at short notice. 
 
The ongoing audio services and talks are accessed via: https://
www.5folds.org.uk/page/online-services-and-resources. 
Extra video resources can be accessed at: https://5folds.online/
YouTubevids. 
 

Rev’d Lucy Cleland, Team Vicar (Designate) in Longstanton, Over, 
Swavesey and Willingham. 

T: (01954) 277758  E: lucy@5folds.org.uk    

Emmanuel Church Northstowe  
This last year we have been thankful for internet (and phones 
and letters) keeping us in touch with people when we have not 
been able to meet physically. It has been a blessing to remain 
connected to each other as a church online.  
But there is something missing in the online connection, and we 
look forward to our church (and other) gatherings being in 
person; face to face without facemasks, singing together, eating 
together, shaking hands and hugging. Because we human beings 
are created embodied, part of how we connect and relate is lost 
when we are reduced to pixels on a screen and a voice out of a 
speaker. 
Even God, the ultimate communicator, became a human being 
when he wanted people to really know him truly. John, one of 
the eyewitness biographers of Jesus writes: “The Word [God] 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we have 

seen his glory…” (John 1:14). When God wanted people to know 
him, he turned up as a human being and lived in the 
neighbourhood.  
Physical in person gatherings - in the park, in the pub, on the 
playing fields, in people’s homes- are important aspects of how 
we all get to know people and be known.  
So we are glad to be moving back towards in person meetings 
for our Sundays gatherings and small groups. If you’d like to visit 
us you can find details on our website 
(emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org) or get in touch to ask more 
(contact@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org Postal address: 45 
Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET).  
 

Pastor Josh Monteiro 

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
Over the Easter weekend, the Friends of St 
Michael’s Church held an Easter Egg Hunt.  
Some 77 households from Longstanton and 
Northstowe downloaded or received a paper 
copy of a picture of an Easter egg, which they 
then coloured in and decorated.  They 
displayed these in their houses’ windows, and 
a map locating them was also downloaded or 
given out in paper form to those who were 
going to seek them out. 
 
The weather was rather unkind over the Easter 
weekend, having been beautiful for the 
previous week!  No matter, over a hundred 
intrepid families and groups walked around as 
much of the map as they could, ticking off the 
Easter eggs displayed in windows as they 
went.  They were also alerted to look out for 

the Golden Chickens, which were roosting somewhere near St 
Michael’s Church. 
Tesco Extra at Bar Hill had very kindly donated Easter eggs to 
us, and these were given out to all the families taking part in the 
event.  Despite the inclement weather, people said they enjoyed 
it, which was what mattered. 
 
We are currently working on a family event in the churchyard on 
Nature and Wildlife – check out our Facebook page, or posters 
around the village, or our new church noticeboard, for details.  
Members will be emailed information. 
 
It’s that time when members’ subscriptions are due for renewal, 
and new members are always welcome! 

 
The Friends of St. Michael’s Church  

Email: fosm2017@gmail.com 
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PATHFINDER CHURCH, NORTHSTOWE 

What’s happening in the school field? 
 
This term, we’ve enjoyed gathering as a Church in the 
Pathfinder Church of England Primary School Field on Sunday 
afternoons. Being in the fresh air allows us to join in with 
activities together, giving us opportunities to meet together, to 
meet with God, and go out changed by those encounters.  
Recent highlights included #ThyKingdomCome prayer stations 
inspired by EngageWorship; the Disagreeing Well, a Labyrinth, 
Tree-Ring Counting, and flags and a compass to get us talking 
about the wind… and praying for peace around the world. Live 
music has been a great joy too!  
 
After over a year primarily using letters, livestreams, and walks 
to encourage each other in our faith journeys, meeting in 
person has been a treat. Not everyone is comfortable 
gathering yet, so we’re keeping our midweek broadcasts going 
too. And we’ve started weekly 2 minute Vlogs called “What 
Just Happened”. Why not look us up on social media and see 
what those coming along have to say?  
bit.ly/PathfinderChurchYouTube 
 
Praying, exploring, and sharing whether we’re apart or 
together. Alongside our sister churches, whether we meet 
online or in person, we are still here to walk with and listen to 
those of all traditions, supporting each other practically (e.g., 
litter picks, food banks, friendship) as well as prayerfully.  
 
Find out more: www.northstowe.church 
 
Revd Dr Beth Cope is the Pioneer Minister for Northstowe, 
working closely with Revds Lucy and Simon from the 5folds 
Family of Churches which includes All Saints’ Longstanton. She 
is available to talk through the Big Questions of life, as well as 
for Northstowe’s weddings, baptisms, and funerals whether you 

are a regular churchgoer or not. Contact her at Church House, 
6 Woodpecker Close, Northstowe (01954 261 181) 
contact@northstowe.church 

 
Cambridge City Foodbank are opening a new distribution 
centre in Northstowe and need volunteers. Volunteers 
welcome visitors to the centre, help them with their food and, 
subject to lockdown restrictions, spend time chatting with 
them. Food bank visitors are referred by support agencies, 
such as Citizens Advice, SCDC, Pathfinder Church and the local 
schools. The centre will be open on Wednesday afternoons 
from 1:30 to 3:30. Opening day is 9th June. 
If you would like to help, please 
contact volunteer@ccfb.org.uk. For more 
information, call Margaret on 
07398292451. 
  
If you, or someone you know, is in a food 
crisis, please get in touch with one of the 
local support agencies. 

THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

Dear Longstanton Community, 
 
All Saints Church Longstanton Reordering Project 
 
Some amazing news, at last we have commenced work on the 
final phase of the All Saints Church Longstanton church 
building reordering project.  
 
It has been a long and at times arduous journey to get to 
where we are today and only made possible because of the 
amazing support and generosity of our church parishioners, 
the local community, and our ability to secure funding from 
church resources and grant funding. 
 
Once completed the church will be fully equipped with 
modern toilet, kitchen and community meeting facilities that 
will allow the building to be used much more extensively as it 
seeks to become more accessible to the wider community.  
 
As well as a place of Christian worship, a safe place of quiet 
reflection, our aim has always been to transform the church 
building into a place that becomes the hub of social life within 
the community, where meetings, gatherings and activities 
spanning a whole range of local interests can be facilitated. 
 
In the Middle Ages, churches were used for a variety of 
functions such as courtroom, school and library, and hosted 
meetings, elections, debates, plays and festivities. In fact, until 
relatively recently, churches were multifunctional community 
centres.  
 

Our reordering project seeks to revisit some of those Middle 
Age notions by extending the use of the church buildings so 
that it can be utilised for community and cultural activities, 
such as exhibitions, drama performances, rehearsals, and 
concerts. We may wish to host a café, farmers market, or other 
community services such as mother and toddler groups, 
playgroups, drop-ins for youth groups or the elderly. 
 
We believe that by installing modern community facilities into 
the church building, we will be providing a place that further 
enriches the life of the Church as well as the local community 
it seeks to serve. 
 
Work started on the final phase of the project on 12 April, and 
we are hopeful of a completion date in early August 2021. 
These are exciting times for the Church and the wider 
community, and we thank you for your past and ongoing 
encouragement, remarkable generosity, and amazing support.  
 

The Friends of All Saints’ Church, Longstanton 
https://www.friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.co.uk/ 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

“No man is an island, entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the continent, a part 
of the main.”  (John Donne, 1623) 
 
This quotation expresses the idea that 
human beings do badly when isolated from 
others.  We need to be part of a community 
in order to thrive.  Four hundred years later, 

our many months in lockdown amidst a pandemic have borne 
witness to this reality.   
 
The poet John Donne penned these words as part of a 
‘Meditation on Death’ when he was seriously ill.  He compared 
people to countries and argued for the interconnectedness of all 
people with God.  Donne wrote from a Christian perspective but 
this belief is also held by other religions. 
 
As I reflect upon the nature of life and ministry within the Church 
of England, I would like to adapt Donne’s message.  May I do so 
in this way: ‘No church is an island, entire of itself’.  This phrase 
resonates with the story of All Saints’ Longstanton.  On 1st April 
2021, the 5folds Team Ministry came into formal being.  (I hasten 
to add that it was no April Fools’ Day joke).  This new chapter 
brings the Anglican churches in Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, 
Swavesey and Willingham into one family grouping.  The legal 
development reflects how we have been operating informally in 

recent years.  It has also reminded us of our unity and 
togetherness.   
 
We are delighted that the final phase of re-ordering work in All 
Saints’ Church is in progress and due for completion by mid-
August 2021.  During this period, the church building will open for 
Sunday worship, weddings and funerals.  We thank you for your 
patience and understanding and ask you to take extra care if you 
are visiting All Saints in the coming months.  These are exciting 
times as we look to the future and we are grateful for your 
ongoing generosity and support along the way. 
 
In June and July, we hope to continue to offer a combination of 
services in church and online.  When going to press, services are 
held in All Saints Longstanton on the 2nd, 3rd,4th and 5th Sundays 
of the month at 9.30am.  Although this pattern is subject to 
change at short notice. 
 
The ongoing audio services and talks are accessed via: https://
www.5folds.org.uk/page/online-services-and-resources. 
Extra video resources can be accessed at: https://5folds.online/
YouTubevids. 
 

Rev’d Lucy Cleland, Team Vicar (Designate) in Longstanton, Over, 
Swavesey and Willingham. 

T: (01954) 277758  E: lucy@5folds.org.uk    

Emmanuel Church Northstowe  
This last year we have been thankful for internet (and phones 
and letters) keeping us in touch with people when we have not 
been able to meet physically. It has been a blessing to remain 
connected to each other as a church online.  
But there is something missing in the online connection, and we 
look forward to our church (and other) gatherings being in 
person; face to face without facemasks, singing together, eating 
together, shaking hands and hugging. Because we human beings 
are created embodied, part of how we connect and relate is lost 
when we are reduced to pixels on a screen and a voice out of a 
speaker. 
Even God, the ultimate communicator, became a human being 
when he wanted people to really know him truly. John, one of 
the eyewitness biographers of Jesus writes: “The Word [God] 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we have 

seen his glory…” (John 1:14). When God wanted people to know 
him, he turned up as a human being and lived in the 
neighbourhood.  
Physical in person gatherings - in the park, in the pub, on the 
playing fields, in people’s homes- are important aspects of how 
we all get to know people and be known.  
So we are glad to be moving back towards in person meetings 
for our Sundays gatherings and small groups. If you’d like to visit 
us you can find details on our website 
(emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org) or get in touch to ask more 
(contact@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org Postal address: 45 
Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET).  
 

Pastor Josh Monteiro 

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
Over the Easter weekend, the Friends of St 
Michael’s Church held an Easter Egg Hunt.  
Some 77 households from Longstanton and 
Northstowe downloaded or received a paper 
copy of a picture of an Easter egg, which they 
then coloured in and decorated.  They 
displayed these in their houses’ windows, and 
a map locating them was also downloaded or 
given out in paper form to those who were 
going to seek them out. 
 
The weather was rather unkind over the Easter 
weekend, having been beautiful for the 
previous week!  No matter, over a hundred 
intrepid families and groups walked around as 
much of the map as they could, ticking off the 
Easter eggs displayed in windows as they 
went.  They were also alerted to look out for 

the Golden Chickens, which were roosting somewhere near St 
Michael’s Church. 
Tesco Extra at Bar Hill had very kindly donated Easter eggs to 
us, and these were given out to all the families taking part in the 
event.  Despite the inclement weather, people said they enjoyed 
it, which was what mattered. 
 
We are currently working on a family event in the churchyard on 
Nature and Wildlife – check out our Facebook page, or posters 
around the village, or our new church noticeboard, for details.  
Members will be emailed information. 
 
It’s that time when members’ subscriptions are due for renewal, 
and new members are always welcome! 

 
The Friends of St. Michael’s Church  

Email: fosm2017@gmail.com 
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music has been a great joy too!  
 
After over a year primarily using letters, livestreams, and walks 
to encourage each other in our faith journeys, meeting in 
person has been a treat. Not everyone is comfortable 
gathering yet, so we’re keeping our midweek broadcasts going 
too. And we’ve started weekly 2 minute Vlogs called “What 
Just Happened”. Why not look us up on social media and see 
what those coming along have to say?  
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Cambridge City Foodbank are opening a new distribution 
centre in Northstowe and need volunteers. Volunteers 
welcome visitors to the centre, help them with their food and, 
subject to lockdown restrictions, spend time chatting with 
them. Food bank visitors are referred by support agencies, 
such as Citizens Advice, SCDC, Pathfinder Church and the local 
schools. The centre will be open on Wednesday afternoons 
from 1:30 to 3:30. Opening day is 9th June. 
If you would like to help, please 
contact volunteer@ccfb.org.uk. For more 
information, call Margaret on 
07398292451. 
  
If you, or someone you know, is in a food 
crisis, please get in touch with one of the 
local support agencies. 
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where we are today and only made possible because of the 
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church resources and grant funding. 
 
Once completed the church will be fully equipped with 
modern toilet, kitchen and community meeting facilities that 
will allow the building to be used much more extensively as it 
seeks to become more accessible to the wider community.  
 
As well as a place of Christian worship, a safe place of quiet 
reflection, our aim has always been to transform the church 
building into a place that becomes the hub of social life within 
the community, where meetings, gatherings and activities 
spanning a whole range of local interests can be facilitated. 
 
In the Middle Ages, churches were used for a variety of 
functions such as courtroom, school and library, and hosted 
meetings, elections, debates, plays and festivities. In fact, until 
relatively recently, churches were multifunctional community 
centres.  
 

Our reordering project seeks to revisit some of those Middle 
Age notions by extending the use of the church buildings so 
that it can be utilised for community and cultural activities, 
such as exhibitions, drama performances, rehearsals, and 
concerts. We may wish to host a café, farmers market, or other 
community services such as mother and toddler groups, 
playgroups, drop-ins for youth groups or the elderly. 
 
We believe that by installing modern community facilities into 
the church building, we will be providing a place that further 
enriches the life of the Church as well as the local community 
it seeks to serve. 
 
Work started on the final phase of the project on 12 April, and 
we are hopeful of a completion date in early August 2021. 
These are exciting times for the Church and the wider 
community, and we thank you for your past and ongoing 
encouragement, remarkable generosity, and amazing support.  
 

The Friends of All Saints’ Church, Longstanton 
https://www.friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.co.uk/ 
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SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD LEADER HERALDS 
“MAJOR TRANSFORMATION” AT HATTON PARK  

The leader of Hatton Park Primary School’s School Advisory 
Board (SAB) has spoken about how the school has gone from 
strength to strength since it joined Cambridge Primary Educa-
tion Trust (CPET) nine years ago. 

 
Debbie Lienau, a teacher for over 25 years and 
currently PE teacher and Primary Lead at 
Swavesey Village College, has enjoyed a relation-
ship with Hatton Park dating back over a decade. 
Having served as a member of the SAB for five 
years, she recently became Chair.  
 

“Hatton Park used to be the school that the village sent their 
children to because they had to, not because they wanted to, 
but there has been a complete upswing in community percep-
tion,” Debbie said. “It has been a major transformation, a phoenix 
rising from the ashes, and we see that with the number of pu-
pils we now have on our roll and the growing waiting list. This is 
some shift from a school that was still graded just above special 
measures in 2014.” 
Under CPET, the school has grown from just under 150 pupils to 
over 350 pupils, has been graded Good by Ofsted, and children 
are now achieving well as directly evidenced by outcomes in 
the end of Key Stage 2 assessments and progress measures. 
Debbie reserved special praise for Headteacher Anthony 
Aguda. 
“Anthony has been absolutely brilliant for the school,” she re-
vealed. “He has a very caring attitude, he knows the names of 
all the children and their parents, and is very clear on the im-
portance of engaging with the community. He also needed 
support, and the improvement we have seen has been made 
possible with the guidance of CPET. Together they have turned 
the school into what it is today.” 
 
The full interview with Debbie can be read on the Cambridge 
Primary Education Trust website: 

 

www.cpetrust.co.uk/our-impact/ 

Northstowe Sustainability Group Survey 

Are you interested in taking part in sustainabil-
ity activities or events? Do you want to get in-
volved in how to make Northstowe and sur-
rounding villages more sustainable? What are 
your concerns in relation to sustainability? 
We are launching a survey, as we want to en-
gage with the wider community to gather views 

on what areas of sustainability matters the most, so that we can 
prioritise our work and get organised. 
We also hope to motivate and spark interest in the group 
amongst residents, and welcome anyone who wants to get 
involved, from volunteering of participating in events, to leading 
projects or joining our meetings. 
 
Have your say! Go to this link https://forms.gle/
WLZSrskk294KA3iS7 to fill out our survey. Replies received until 
Sunday 15th June will enter a draw for a £5 voucher from 
Clare's Refill Station, which visits Northstowe monthly. 
The Northstowe Sustainability group was set 
up in September 2020 and we have been 
holding meetings online discussing interests, 
concerns and possible projects. These include 
circular economy, wildlife friendly gardening, 
management of our green spaces, plastic and 
food waste, and how to ensure our community 
buildings and infrastructure are sustainable.   
 
We have now 12 group members and meet monthly, all our 
minutes are available on request and posted in Northstowe 
Pioneers Facebook group. 
 

Any queries, please contact us: Carla, Maria, Firouz, Richard, 
Hugh, Rocio, Chris, Flick, Alex, Kirsty, Naveen, Pratyusha 

sustainable.northstowe@outlook.com 

Longstanton and Northstowe have 
joined a network of communities 
across the UK who are leading the 
way to tackle throw away plastic at 
the source. In a Cambridgeshire 
first, the area has been awarded 
Plastic Free Community status by 
marine conservation charity Surf-
ers Against Sewage (SAS) in 
recognition of the work it has done 

to start reducing the impact of single-use plastic on the environment.  
Local campaigner, Chris Poultney, started working on this in 2019 after 
visiting Cornwall on holiday. He was inspired by all the actions that 
were being taken to remove single-use plastic and make changes. 
Registering with the SAS Plastic Free Communities movement, Chris 
pulled together key organisations and businesses in the local area to 
put in place a five-point plan. The objectives included setting up a 
community led steering group; instigating the SAS Plastic Free Schools 
education programme; getting local council commitment and working 
with local businesses, organisations and community groups to spread 
the word and minimise the amount of disposable plastics they use.  
The Surfers Against Sewage Plastic Free Community network aims to 
free the places where we live from single-use plastic. Using the five-
point plan, the aim is to empower communities to kick start local grass-
roots action, which can then be built upon.   
The marine conservation charity, based in St Agnes in Cornwall, says it 
wants to unite communities to tackle avoidable plastic from the beach 
all the way back to the brands and businesses who create it. It says it is 
not about removing all plastic from our lives, but kicking our addiction 
to throwaway plastic and changing the system that produces it.  
Rachel Yates, SAS Plastic Free Communities Project Manager, said, “It’s 
great to see the work that Longstanton and Northstowe have done to 
reduce the availability of avoidable plastics, raise awareness and en-
courage people to refill and reuse. 
 “We have over six hundred communities across the UK working to 
reduce single-use plastic and the impact it has on our environment. 
Every step those communities and the individuals in them take is a 
step towards tackling the problem at source, challenging our throwa-
way culture and encouraging the habit and system changes we need 
to see.” 
More information:  
 
Chris Poultney, Community Lead, Plastic Free Longstanton and 
Northstowe: plasticfreeLandN@Gmail.com  
Plastic Free Communities: www.plasticfree.org.uk  
Surfers Against Sewage: www.sas.org.uk  

Plastic Free Communities is an ambitious community initiative designed 
to unite and empower individuals, small businesses, local government 
and community groups to reduce their collective plastic footprint and 
protect the environment together. Driven by inspirational local volun-
teers, we are building a new and exciting community movement tack-
ling single-use plastics and plastic litter in our villages, towns, cities 
and rural locations.   This highly inclusive initiative, created for all ages 
and backgrounds, is designed to get the whole community active and 
do something positive to reduce the amount of plastic in the local envi-
ronment. We believe that united communities lead to cleaner beaches, 
streets, parks and riverbanks.  
 

Chris Poultney 

Longstanton and Northstowe lead the way in  
Cambridgeshire as they are awarded ‘Plastic Free  

Communities’ status for taking action on single-use plastic 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
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Last year LDHS was approached for help 
by Roger Hetherington who was working 
on a research project of his own. On 
completing his research Roger kindly 
agreed to write a series of three articles for 
us to publish in Longstanton Life. Below is 
Roger’s third and final article in this series - 
we hope you enjoy it.   

 
The shapers of Longstanton  - stories behind the stones. 
Wallis and Markham families - 
linked by marriage, position and 
tragedy? 
 
On the wall up to the left as 
you enter All Saints’ church is 
a memorial to William, the 
son of Cupiss and Mary 
Markham. He died at the 
young age of 26 and on the 
memorial is a verse 
suggesting that he had suffered either illness or injury for 
some time before he died.  
 
On the other side of church, 
around the north door, are 
three more, similar, 
memorial tablets. Looking 
closely, you will see that 
they  commemorate 
members of the Wallis 
family: Thomas and Mary on 
the stone to the left; their son, Richard, to the right and a 
stone commemorating their daughter, Mary Daintree, and 
their infant grand-daughter above the  
north door.  
 
All four of these memorials 
were placed in church 
between 1767 and 1782 and 
there is a verse on that of 
the daughter Mary and her 
daughter almost, but not 
exactly, identical to that on 
the memorial to William 
Markham. We see that Mary was only 29 years old when 
she and her two-month old daughter died (unnamed as 

was the practice for infant 
commemorations). Richard, we 
see died just 23 years old and 
there is a different verse with a 
salutary warning that young men 
cannot think themselves immune 
from death. 
 
Is the similarity of verse between William Markham’s and 
Mary Daintree née Wallis’s memorials just a coincidence or 
is there more of a connection? Firstly, at the time, stone 
masons would have a ‘catalogue’ of memorial styles and 
selected verses for grieving families to choose from. So, it 
maybe that the two families had similar taste for style and 
verse. But, on researching the burial and baptismal 
registers, another connection appears possible. Assuming 
Mary Markham had been born and baptised in the village, 
she would have had to have been the daughter of a William 
and Grace Wallis. Therefore, maybe, Mary Markham was 
either a cousin or niece of Thomas Wallis.  Sadly, we can 
see another connection. Both families suffered tragedy. We 
might suppose that Mary Daintree (daughter of Thomas and 
Mary Wallis) and her infant daughter died as a result of 
complications in childbirth. Whether it was illness or 
accident that led to the untimely deaths of William 
Markham and Richard Wallis is not known. 
 
What we do know from the research undertaken by the late 
Jane Lane, is that both families were, like the Priors 
featured in the previous issue, tenant farmers of the 
Hattons. Indeed, Thomas Wallis is recorded as being the 
principal tenant at this time. Like Edward Prior, they must 
have been relatively well-off and in good favour with the 
Hatton family in order to be able to place commemorative 
plaques within the church. 

Roger Hetherington 
 

LDHS note: Research online may provide an answer to the 
deaths listed by Roger. Thomas and Mary Wallis clearly 
lived to an old age whilst it is likely that Mary Daintree died 
following childbirth. However, the deaths of the two young 
men coincide with documented outbreaks of Influenza in 
both 1767 and 1782; according to Fraser-Courtman List of 
Famines & Pestilences in England. Whilst we cannot know 
for certain if a pandemic was the cause of their deaths, 
these graves illustrate the harsh reality of life before the 
availability of modern medicines and our NHS. 

Summer is coming and hopefully so are our vacation trips. Many of us 
will choose to stay in the UK so our competition in this issue is all 
about STAYCATION. Please unscramble 12 popular tourist 
destinations of Great Britain; perhaps we will give you an idea of 
where to go next! 
 
To enter the competition, send your answers to Longstanton Life 
either by posting at the Village Institute, or by emailing to:  
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Sunday 4th July. Remember to 

include your name and phone 
number with your entry.  
 
The first person randomly selected 
from those with the correct answers 
will receive two Mixed Bake boxes 
(with a selection of six different bakes 
in them), kindly donated by Cambridge Luxury Bakes. 

 
The winner will be announced in the next issue. Good luck! 

STAYCATION COMPETITION 

1. NFORKOL RROSADB 
2. RCOLNLWA 
3. BSALCMOE 
4. RMAATEG 
5. WSNOONIAD 
6. KLAE SDITRTIC 
7. CSOTSWODL 
8. HBRIGTNO 
9. APEK CDISRTI 
10. NODRTURMHBELNA 
11. MCRORE 
12. VELEEND SFROTE 
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Having served as a member of the SAB for five 
years, she recently became Chair.  
 

“Hatton Park used to be the school that the village sent their 
children to because they had to, not because they wanted to, 
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pils we now have on our roll and the growing waiting list. This is 
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Clare's Refill Station, which visits Northstowe monthly. 
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food waste, and how to ensure our community 
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We have now 12 group members and meet monthly, all our 
minutes are available on request and posted in Northstowe 
Pioneers Facebook group. 
 

Any queries, please contact us: Carla, Maria, Firouz, Richard, 
Hugh, Rocio, Chris, Flick, Alex, Kirsty, Naveen, Pratyusha 

sustainable.northstowe@outlook.com 

Longstanton and Northstowe have 
joined a network of communities 
across the UK who are leading the 
way to tackle throw away plastic at 
the source. In a Cambridgeshire 
first, the area has been awarded 
Plastic Free Community status by 
marine conservation charity Surf-
ers Against Sewage (SAS) in 
recognition of the work it has done 

to start reducing the impact of single-use plastic on the environment.  
Local campaigner, Chris Poultney, started working on this in 2019 after 
visiting Cornwall on holiday. He was inspired by all the actions that 
were being taken to remove single-use plastic and make changes. 
Registering with the SAS Plastic Free Communities movement, Chris 
pulled together key organisations and businesses in the local area to 
put in place a five-point plan. The objectives included setting up a 
community led steering group; instigating the SAS Plastic Free Schools 
education programme; getting local council commitment and working 
with local businesses, organisations and community groups to spread 
the word and minimise the amount of disposable plastics they use.  
The Surfers Against Sewage Plastic Free Community network aims to 
free the places where we live from single-use plastic. Using the five-
point plan, the aim is to empower communities to kick start local grass-
roots action, which can then be built upon.   
The marine conservation charity, based in St Agnes in Cornwall, says it 
wants to unite communities to tackle avoidable plastic from the beach 
all the way back to the brands and businesses who create it. It says it is 
not about removing all plastic from our lives, but kicking our addiction 
to throwaway plastic and changing the system that produces it.  
Rachel Yates, SAS Plastic Free Communities Project Manager, said, “It’s 
great to see the work that Longstanton and Northstowe have done to 
reduce the availability of avoidable plastics, raise awareness and en-
courage people to refill and reuse. 
 “We have over six hundred communities across the UK working to 
reduce single-use plastic and the impact it has on our environment. 
Every step those communities and the individuals in them take is a 
step towards tackling the problem at source, challenging our throwa-
way culture and encouraging the habit and system changes we need 
to see.” 
More information:  
 
Chris Poultney, Community Lead, Plastic Free Longstanton and 
Northstowe: plasticfreeLandN@Gmail.com  
Plastic Free Communities: www.plasticfree.org.uk  
Surfers Against Sewage: www.sas.org.uk  

Plastic Free Communities is an ambitious community initiative designed 
to unite and empower individuals, small businesses, local government 
and community groups to reduce their collective plastic footprint and 
protect the environment together. Driven by inspirational local volun-
teers, we are building a new and exciting community movement tack-
ling single-use plastics and plastic litter in our villages, towns, cities 
and rural locations.   This highly inclusive initiative, created for all ages 
and backgrounds, is designed to get the whole community active and 
do something positive to reduce the amount of plastic in the local envi-
ronment. We believe that united communities lead to cleaner beaches, 
streets, parks and riverbanks.  
 

Chris Poultney 

Longstanton and Northstowe lead the way in  
Cambridgeshire as they are awarded ‘Plastic Free  

Communities’ status for taking action on single-use plastic 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

13 

Last year LDHS was approached for help 
by Roger Hetherington who was working 
on a research project of his own. On 
completing his research Roger kindly 
agreed to write a series of three articles for 
us to publish in Longstanton Life. Below is 
Roger’s third and final article in this series - 
we hope you enjoy it.   

 
The shapers of Longstanton  - stories behind the stones. 
Wallis and Markham families - 
linked by marriage, position and 
tragedy? 
 
On the wall up to the left as 
you enter All Saints’ church is 
a memorial to William, the 
son of Cupiss and Mary 
Markham. He died at the 
young age of 26 and on the 
memorial is a verse 
suggesting that he had suffered either illness or injury for 
some time before he died.  
 
On the other side of church, 
around the north door, are 
three more, similar, 
memorial tablets. Looking 
closely, you will see that 
they  commemorate 
members of the Wallis 
family: Thomas and Mary on 
the stone to the left; their son, Richard, to the right and a 
stone commemorating their daughter, Mary Daintree, and 
their infant grand-daughter above the  
north door.  
 
All four of these memorials 
were placed in church 
between 1767 and 1782 and 
there is a verse on that of 
the daughter Mary and her 
daughter almost, but not 
exactly, identical to that on 
the memorial to William 
Markham. We see that Mary was only 29 years old when 
she and her two-month old daughter died (unnamed as 

was the practice for infant 
commemorations). Richard, we 
see died just 23 years old and 
there is a different verse with a 
salutary warning that young men 
cannot think themselves immune 
from death. 
 
Is the similarity of verse between William Markham’s and 
Mary Daintree née Wallis’s memorials just a coincidence or 
is there more of a connection? Firstly, at the time, stone 
masons would have a ‘catalogue’ of memorial styles and 
selected verses for grieving families to choose from. So, it 
maybe that the two families had similar taste for style and 
verse. But, on researching the burial and baptismal 
registers, another connection appears possible. Assuming 
Mary Markham had been born and baptised in the village, 
she would have had to have been the daughter of a William 
and Grace Wallis. Therefore, maybe, Mary Markham was 
either a cousin or niece of Thomas Wallis.  Sadly, we can 
see another connection. Both families suffered tragedy. We 
might suppose that Mary Daintree (daughter of Thomas and 
Mary Wallis) and her infant daughter died as a result of 
complications in childbirth. Whether it was illness or 
accident that led to the untimely deaths of William 
Markham and Richard Wallis is not known. 
 
What we do know from the research undertaken by the late 
Jane Lane, is that both families were, like the Priors 
featured in the previous issue, tenant farmers of the 
Hattons. Indeed, Thomas Wallis is recorded as being the 
principal tenant at this time. Like Edward Prior, they must 
have been relatively well-off and in good favour with the 
Hatton family in order to be able to place commemorative 
plaques within the church. 

Roger Hetherington 
 

LDHS note: Research online may provide an answer to the 
deaths listed by Roger. Thomas and Mary Wallis clearly 
lived to an old age whilst it is likely that Mary Daintree died 
following childbirth. However, the deaths of the two young 
men coincide with documented outbreaks of Influenza in 
both 1767 and 1782; according to Fraser-Courtman List of 
Famines & Pestilences in England. Whilst we cannot know 
for certain if a pandemic was the cause of their deaths, 
these graves illustrate the harsh reality of life before the 
availability of modern medicines and our NHS. 

Summer is coming and hopefully so are our vacation trips. Many of us 
will choose to stay in the UK so our competition in this issue is all 
about STAYCATION. Please unscramble 12 popular tourist 
destinations of Great Britain; perhaps we will give you an idea of 
where to go next! 
 
To enter the competition, send your answers to Longstanton Life 
either by posting at the Village Institute, or by emailing to:  
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Sunday 4th July. Remember to 

include your name and phone 
number with your entry.  
 
The first person randomly selected 
from those with the correct answers 
will receive two Mixed Bake boxes 
(with a selection of six different bakes 
in them), kindly donated by Cambridge Luxury Bakes. 

 
The winner will be announced in the next issue. Good luck! 

STAYCATION COMPETITION 

1. NFORKOL RROSADB 
2. RCOLNLWA 
3. BSALCMOE 
4. RMAATEG 
5. WSNOONIAD 
6. KLAE SDITRTIC 
7. CSOTSWODL 
8. HBRIGTNO 
9. APEK CDISRTI 
10. NODRTURMHBELNA 
11. MCRORE 
12. VELEEND SFROTE 
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Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, c/o The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 
For more information please visit our website at www.ldhs.org or contact us by post, Facebook message by or e-mail at ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk 

LDHS ANNUAL REPORT: NO 14 
 

LDHS is an independent society;  it was 
launched  at an inaugural meeting held at 
Longstanton Village Institute on 11th May, 
2007. Governed by our constitutional 
obligations, LDHS is run by a committee 
elected by Society members. 50% of the 
committee must stand for election at the 
Society’s AGM, held each September. The 
AGM for 2020 was held as a remote 

Zoom meeting due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Membership prior to renewals on 1 April 2021 stood at 69. 
This number includes some family memberships which 
means there are more members than this figure suggests.  
Membership is higher than last year and we are pleased to 
see an increase in members from Northstowe. Low 
membership numbers from Oakington & Westwick is a 
continuing cause for concern. LDHS hopes that once a 
heritage facility opens on the site of RAF Oakington, we 
will be able to attract more 
members from the village once 
again. 
Tony Cowley - This Annual 
Report cannot fail to mention 
the sudden and very sad 
passing of Tony. Former 
founding member and 
Chairman of LDHS, former 
Longstanton Life Editor and 
article writer, Tony was an 
integral part of the Heritage 
Society and it has been very 
strange not having him here in 
the background acting as 
advisor, friend and inspiration. 
However, the work of LDHS has 
to go on, not only 
because Tony would 
have wanted that, but 
because, like all of us, 
he passionately 
believed that what we are doing to preserve and protect 
the shared history of Longstanton. Oakington and 
Northstowe is important heritage work that will benefit 
future generations. 
 
The Coronavirus Pandemic  - Coincidentally, this Annual 
Report was written on the 23rd March, a year to the day 
after the first lockdown was brought in to try to control the 
spread of this deadly virus.  The pandemic has impacted 
our work this year with only the March 2020 Talk going 
ahead. Fortunately, LDHS is affiliated with the Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society (CAS) so LDHS members have been 
able to access the CAS Lectures as they went on-line. 
Sadly, with so many things moving on-line this year, 
members with no internet access have missed out.   To 
mitigate this, LDHS has made great efforts to broaden 
access to historical information with a series of articles in 
both the Longstanton Life and Northstowe News. In 
addition to the usual ‘Updates’ and ‘Memory Lane’ 
features, other local residents are coming forward with 
their own research and the first of these Community 

Research articles was published earlier this year. 
Heritage Annex—The  coronavirus pandemic has impacted 
the Heritage Annex project with social distancing, home 
working and the inevitable increase in costs effecting the 
plans. The building is still being planned but it will 
inevitably be a new design and require new budgets to 
reflect the realities of producing a facility that needs to be 
covid compliant. Even with the successful roll out of 
vaccines in the UK, the impact of the pandemic will be felt 
for years to come.  
Community Engagement - The Heritage Society has an 
enormous task on its hands and the LDHS Archives form a 
large part of our responsibilities. The physical archives 
require safe storage, indexing and filing and the digital 
archives, including photos, interviews and film require to 
be made accessible to the public in a way that does not 
undermine the physical displays found in the Heritage  
Annex, when it opens. 
This year, LDHS has been delighted to have had the 
support of Longstanton Parish Council as we work with 

Homes England and others on 
the delivery of the building. 
However, storage of the LDHS 
Archives remains an issue. If 
LDHS is going to be the custodian 
of Longstanton, Oakington and 
Northstowe archives for 
generations to come, the Society 
needs professional support to 
ensure that this can be achieved. 
Safeguarding the LDHS Archives 
for the future continues to be our 
major focus and will remain so 
until the matter is settled, in a 
way that is right for the archives 
and is fully supported by LDHS 
members.  If LDHS cannot 

safeguard its archives for 
our communities then 
alternative solutions will 
need to be found, but this 
is not our preferred 

option. The LDHS Archives were set up BY THE 
COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY and we remain 
hopeful that with the help of local councillors and others, 
community control and ownership of the archives will 
remain. We are grateful for the support  we have received 
to date and look forward to making contact with the new 
Northstowe Town Council soon. 

Hilary Stroude 
 
BREAKING NEWS! 
 

Progress is being made on storage for the LDHS Archives. 
Updates will follow. 

A J Cowley, (Tony) was a long-time resident of Longstanton until ill-health 
meant he had to move to Cottenham. However, he continued working with 

LDHS until his death in the autumn of 2020. 

  LDHS UPDATE: LONGSTANTON - June/July 2021 

LINE ADVERTS 
 

History of Art, German, Dutch, please contact: 
annetteboswijk@gmail.com  
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Advertisements  

Join our friendly editorial team! 
Do you fancy getting more involved in village life, doing something useful for your community 
and maybe making some new friends? Come join our editorial team! We’re a friendly bunch 
who meet for a (tea-fuelled!) magazine meeting every couple of months and also spend a 
couple of hours per issue editing from home. Volunteering is low commitment and requires no 
more than an interest in news stories. 
 
We are looking for editors to help with writing or editing and a book-keeper with a good head 
for numbers to help with our accounts and adverts. 
 
Find out more by emailing: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
We’d love to hear from you!  

The Editorial Team  
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