Longstanton Life
Volume 17, Issue No. 1

January - February 2017

Life in Your Locality

Longstanton in January, photos by Anna and Matthew Rudd

In this issue: Victoria’s Kilimanjaro Trek, Over-60s Christmas Lunch, Northstowe Update, Longstanton Wildlife
Our regular features, including Sports News, Community Concerns, LDHS Update, Memory Lane, Surgery Update
and many more. Don’t miss our Car Logo Competition!

The information in The Longstanton Life is provided in good faith and we have tried to ensure that it is accurate and correct. However, neither the editorial team
nor the contributors can be held responsible for any inaccuracies or omissions or any consequential losses of any form whatsoever arising therefrom.
The editorial team for this edition were: Anna Rudd, Tony Cowley, Manjeet Bolla, Sarah Cheung, Natasha Chambers and John Pratt.
The Longstanton Life newsletter is Copyright © 2000 -2017 The Editorial Team. All Rights Reserved. Editorial graphics © LLife

V I L L A G E D I A RY
0930-1030

Sunday School

The Rectory, High St. Susan Meah

01954 781258

1100

Tennis Club

The Pavilion

Sarah Ballard

07985 938959

1600-1800

Messy Church

Village Institute*

Susan Meah

01954 781258

1800-2000

Bowls Club

The Pavilion

Marion Edwards

01954 780118

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

2nd of month

1930

Parish Council

Village Institute*

(Open meeting)

3rd of month

1945

W.I.

Village Institute*

Patrizia Peters

01954 781283

Term time

1100-1200

Zumba Gold

Village Institute*

Davina Mee

07779244250

1030-1115
1700-2000
1830-2000

Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers)
Tennis - Junior and adult group coaching
Adult Cricket training

All Saints’ Church
The Pavilion
Recreation Ground

Susan Meah
David Nation
Please just turn up

01954 781258
07974 455735

1845-1930

BodyMod Bootcamp

Recreation Ground

Danny Williams

07946 286068

1900-2100

Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts

Village Institute*

Rory / Martin

07523 854251
07535 646234

1900-2130

ATC (Air Training Corps)

Cadet Centre

1000-1100

Music Madness (0-3yrs)

Village Institute*

Sharon Sennitt

07762206320

1910-2130
1900-2100

Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs)
Bell ringers practice

Cadet Centre
All Saints’ Church

Sgt. Rudderham
Mike Cartwright

07759 056154
01954 781275

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

Thursday

0630-0715
1000-1100
1845-1930
1900
1900-2000
2000-2100

BodyMod Bootcamp
Rainbow Club (bump-1yr)
BodyMod Bootcamp
Football training
Ballroom Dancers, beginners
Ballroom Dancer, advanced

Recreation Ground
Village Institute*
Recreation Ground
Recreation Ground
Hatton Park School
Hatton Park School

Danny Williams
Susan Meah
Danny Williams
Luke McAvoy
Mike Cartwright
Mike Cartwright

07946 286068
01954 781258
07946 286068
07795 321494
01954 781275
01954 781275

Friday

0930-1130

Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4)

Village Institute*

Alice Burrell

07779 363990

1900-2130

ATC (Air Training Corps)

Cadet Centre

1800-2000

Junior Cricket training

Recreation Ground

Janet Hill

01954 261009

0915-1000
1800

BodyMod Bootcamp
Tennis Club Night

Recreation Ground
The Pavilion

Danny Williams
Sarah Ballard

07946 286068
07985 938959

1000-1100

Longstanton Colts Football Club (6 - 12yrs)

Recreation Ground

Louise Gamon

07429 317803

Sunday
3rd of month

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Saturday

01954 781180

* It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings can be made via http://
community.longstantonvillage.org/village-institute/. Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 782323. The Pavilion also
offers private party function facilities, discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g. weddings, birthdays, funerals, with
Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com

Memory Lane, Who, Where, When and Why?
Photo LDHS via John Fletcher

Answers to Dec/Jan’s W, W, W & W?
What/Who: A Vicker s
‘Varsity’ T1, a twin engine,
propeller powered aircraft.
Designed as a trainer with 4
crew.
Where: RAF Oakington.
Flew with F5 Flying Training
School.
Photo LDHS via Michael J Bowyer
When: 1967/1973
Why: It was one of the small squadr on of Var sity’s
remembered for their night flying round and round the village and
the noise they made practicing what seemed like endless ‘circuits
and bumps’. Longstanton always knew when a new intake of
novice pilots had arrived - no-one slept well! Its squat body led to
it being known as the ‘Flying Pig’ and the red colour scheme gave
a demonstration team of three planes the name the ‘Red Barrels’.
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,
Cold and frosty outside, but still no snow! Perhaps the winter is nearly
over, we do have snowdrops cropping up around the village already. Have you
taken any interesting photos recently? Do you have any stories/local issues to
share? Please write to us, we are always keen to hear from our readers.
We would like to say a big thank you to Victoria Stevens who sent us
her account of an amazing charity Kilimanjaro trek adventure, please take
some time to read it on page 7. Another treat for the nature lovers amongst you
– Manjeet’s Longstanton Wildlife column will tell you all you need to know
about hedgehogs (p.8).
Also in this issue, we are starting a new column - Northstowe Update
(p.6). Written by Nutan from South Cambs, it will give you an idea about what
is going on with the new development; she is also happy to answer any
questions you might have.
We hope those of you who attended the Over-60s Christmas lunch in
December enjoyed it; there is a short story and photos on page 10.
The winners of our Christmas competition are revealed on page 14 and
make sure you don’t miss this issue’s competition and show off your
knowledge of car logos (to win a great prize kindly donated by New Marque).
Any local businesses who want to introduce themselves to our readers,
please write to us with a short description of what you do, add a photo or two,
and we will be happy to include it in our future issues.
Our contact details:
· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village Institute,
24 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife

The Editorial Team
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Please note that the copy deadline for the
April-May 2017 edition of
Longstanton Life is

Thursday, 2nd March 2017
Contributions for next issue: by email to
longstantonlife@hotmail.com
or drop off at the Village Institute
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS
MP for Cambridgeshire

Heidi Allen

Turning to buses and trains, I’m inviting constituents to contact
me about any issues they have with existing public transport
services. I have been contacted by a number of residents about
unreliable services, so if you too have experience of this, please
contact Nicola in my office on the contact details below.
One of the best parts of my job is getting to know you at my
surgeries and events. If you have a concern you think I could
help with, or some feedback you’d like to share with me, please
get in touch.

As this is my first newsletter of 2017 may I start
by wishing my constituents health and
happiness in the New Year. Let’s make it the
best yet!
In the twilight of 2016 I
visited the Blood Donation
Centre in Long Road,
Cambridge for my first ever blood donation.
I have to say, it was utterly painless, parking
was free and I had my choice of biscuits
afterwards! Giving blood is easy, very quick
(I was in and out in less than an hour) and it
saves lives. The blood service have come up
with a great resolution for the New Year –
‘don’t give up, just give’. If you can donate, please go to
www.blood.co.uk or call 0300 123 23 23 to book your
appointment.

You can find details of my no appointment needed surgeries here
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/residents-drop-surgeries I’ll be in
Comberton in February. Or you can phone 01954 212707 or
email me at heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk

District Councillor Notes
The Mayoral Elections Since all the
councils in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
have voted in favour of Devolution, there
will be an election for the new post of Mayor
on 4 May, at the same time as all the seats on
Cambridgeshire County Council are up for re
-election.

I was honoured to be
invited to the Gamlingay
Cubs 100 year promise
party. I’ve never been
asked to do a ‘wolf howl’ at
the start and end of a party
before but I really enjoyed
re-making my own pledge
and seeing the excellent
work of this Cub pack in
action. Thanks to Steve and all the Gamlingay Cubs for having
me along.

On 21 January I turned up to the
Conservative selection hustings to hear three
candidates for the position of Conservative Mayoral candidate.
The most interesting candidate would have been our MP, Heidi
Allen, but she mysteriously did not make the short list (actually
coming last). Many of us had expressed our reservations about
her attempting to take on both roles. Heidi had a complete
solution to this problem but it appears that the selection panel’s
members’ minds were made up in advance. Her presence was
sorely missed.

The Christmas period also gave me time to visit the Cambourne
Food Bank, a poignant reminder that Christmas isn’t easy for
those struggling with basic needs. It is open every Thursday
from 10.00-12.00 at the Old Blue School on Eastgate. You can
find out how to apply for a voucher here https://
cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/
The Food Bank is run by kind, dedicated volunteers who try
their very hardest to help with the many issues that bring
someone to a Food Bank. I'm hoping to be able to work with
them more in the future, unlocking some of the housing and
benefit difficulties that are often at the heart of food poverty.

The three candidates were all local male councillors (described
in an unflattering tweet as “stale, male and pale”). After they
had in turn been questioned by the gathering, a vote took place
and James Palmer was elected at the first ballot.
So that means that the currently-declared candidates are (in
alphabetic order):
 Paul Bullen – UKIP.
UKIP Group Leader on
Cambridgeshire County Council
 Rod Cantrill - Liberal Democrat. Represents Newnham on
Cambridge City Council.
 Peter Dawe – Independent. Ely-based entrepreneur.
 Julie Howell - Green. Co-leader of Peterborough Green
Party
 James Palmer – Conservative. Leader of East Cambs DC
and OCunty Councillor

I’m delighted to share the launch of Cambridgeshire County
Council’s Communities Innovation Fund which gives
community groups the opportunity to apply for funding for
initiatives which will improve lives. If you know of a scheme
that enhances your community and helps people stay safe and
independent, please see www.cambscf.org.uk/ccif.html for
details of how to apply.
December saw the publication of the National Schools Funding
Formula from the Department of Education. I’m still analysing
the data and will be writing to my schools for feedback on
proposals. If you want to contribute, please make your views
heard here https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/
schools-national-funding-formula2/.
The consultation closes
on 22nd March 2017.

The Labour Party will determine its candidate on 3 February.
The short list of 2 is:
 Fiona Onasanya, County Councillor for Kings Hedges
 Kevin Price, City Councillor for Kings Hedges

I’m continuing to push for safer and more efficient roads in our
region and joined the A1307 Forum last month. Constituents
from Babraham or those who work at Granta Park will know the
impact this road has on the surrounding region and the A505.
These roads are no longer fit for purpose, so alongside an
improved road crossing at Foxton, I’ll be pushing these
initiatives in 2017. With the city deal, devolution deal and the
£1.1bn announced in the Autumn Statement for road congestion
pinch points, I am confident we can build a strong case to put to
Government.

If you have any concerns or need clarification please contact me
on cllr.riley@scambs.gov.uk or ring me on 01954 208000 and I
will do my best to help.
Alex Riley, District Councillor
Editor’s Note:
We will be featuring further details of all the Mayoral Candidates in
future Longstanton Life issues to ensure the same information on all
candidates is available to our readers before the election on 4th May.
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS
Longstanton Parish Council

Council Vacancies
As I write this, Longstanton Parish Council currently has vacancies
for 3 Councillors from our complement of 11 Councillors. The Parish
Council is a "voice" representing the village and its inhabitants and
carries out many duties within and on behalf of the village including
management and maintenance of the public open spaces within the
village, support of village organisations, consultee on local
development plan issues, liaison with County and District Councils on
many differing subjects, comments on all planning applications
relating to the parish as well as many other topics. The Council has
no jurisdiction on final decisions in planning, education, road safety,
health, etc. but it does have powers of comment.
If you are over 18 years of age, are a British, Commonwealth or EU
citizen and comply with a brief list of qualifications regarding where
you live or work, plus have a healthy interest in your village, what
goes on in it and its future then you could become a Parish Councillor.
A range of advice and training is available for Parish Councillors once
elected/co-opted.
Parish Councillors also have representation on several village
committees and charitable bodies such as: Employment Committee,
Finance Committee, Pavilion & Recreation Ground Committee,
Village Events Working Group, the working group for the Community
Facilities, Longstanton Village Institute Charity, Gravel Pit Charity.
As well as these, Councillors also represent the village on various adhoc outside committees and consultation groups such as The A14
Improvement Scheme, Northstowe Parish Forums, plus others as and
when required.
Longstanton Parish Council has achieved Foundation Level of the
Local Council Award Scheme and as part of this we like to encourage
interest and involvement from all aspects of our community and
would like to see this represented within the Council though the
involvement of people of all ages and both women and men.
If you are interested in becoming a Councillor, please contact Libby
White, Parish Clerk by email parish.clerk@longstantovillage.org or
01954 782323.
Dog Ban Reminder
Please can I take this opportunity to remind residents that dogs are not
allowed on the Recreation Ground, Over Road. This includes the car
park and in front of the playground.
Though we understand the majority of dog owners are responsible, we
still have a problem with dog mess being left in public open spaces
(pavements, verges and grass areas, etc.). The minimum fine for
fouling is £75 and SCDC officers are happy to visit those who have
been witnessed to leave mess behind.

John Street
Thank you!
On behalf of Longstanton Parish Council, I wanted
to thank you for braving the weather on 10th
December and joining with us for the Christmas
Light Switch on. The event was really well
attended and we managed to raise £255.00 towards
community projects.
We would also like to thank the High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire, Sir
David Arculus, for kindly assisting with the lights switch on and to
Waterbeach Brass Band, Brookfield Groundcare, Co-Op, Longstanton
WI, Hatton Park School Choir ‘Westenders’ and Santa (aka Wayne
Markilie) for all their assistance, as without them, the event would not
have been the success it was.
Ongoing Council Work
I included an area in my last report to inform you of what work the
Parish Council is undertaking and in an effort to keep communication
flowing, I intend to keep this as a regular slot in my report.

Speedwatch training was provided to new and existing
volunteers during November and following a new risk
assessment of locations, volunteers will be out raising
awareness of speeding within our community and educating
drivers.

The first draft of the Community Plan I mentioned in my last
report has been presented to members for comment. Your
input upon receipt of the questionnaire would be appreciated in
order that the Parish Council can tailor what we do to the
requirements you, as residents, have.

We will be holding some ‘Youth Cafes’ over the next couple
of months to engage with the younger members of the
community to find out what they want in the village. Please
keep an eye on the Council’s Facebook page and noticeboards
for further information.

The Council has agreed the Precept for 2017/18 and is pleased
to be able to announce that the precept will remain the same
for the forthcoming year.
Northstowe
Work continues on Northstowe and with this brings large amounts of
planning applications. For instance, on 4 th January, the office received
the planning application from Barratts for Parcel H2 (135 dwellings) this application consisted of 2 large lever arch files. These
applications have meant that large amounts of time is taken during our
monthly meetings simply on planning applications. It was, therefore,
recently decided to trial a separate
Planning meeting to be held once a
month to look at planning applications
only. This should enable other topics to
be discussed at the main meeting and
eliminate the need to ask for extensions
to provide comments.

Ending Notes
For those who have been residents of the village for a number of
years, you will be aware that a former Clerk of the Parish Council was
summarily dismissed in 2013 for theft from the Parish Council. It has
taken a police investigation of nearly 5 years, but in early December at
Cambridge Crown Court, Ms Pauline Haywood pleaded guilty to theft
of £17,000 from the Parish Council. She received an 8 month
suspended sentence for act of theft. This sentence was suspended for
2 years and there were other conditions she must comply with. It has
been a long and fraught few years but I would like to thank everyone
who has spent valuable time, in whatever capacity, on this matter to
help to bring this to a successful conclusion.
John Street
Chairman LPC

New Community Facilities
A drop-in was held during November for
residents to view the current designs for
the new Community Hub. We were
fortunate to have Heidi Allen MP able to
join us and view the plans on show.
These are available on the Community
website if you have not been able to view
them.

Advertisement

In addition, a new Facebook page has been launched to keep residents
and interested parties up to date with progress. Please visit https://
www.facebook.com/LongstantonHub/ for fur ther infor mation.
In future editions of Longstanton Life, we will have a separate section
dedicated to updates on the Community Hub project. We are always
open to any ideas you may have for fundraising and help you may be
able to provide. Please feel free to contact us.
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NORTHSTOWE UPDATE
It’s been a busy time at Northstowe… Moving in soon!

On the Oakington barracks part of the site, the Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) has been out in force. Around 10 hectares of
top and sub soil have been
stripped back ready for hand
excavation and investigation. (Over 75ha will be
stripped back in total by
2018).
Already evidence has been
found of a Roman settlement
(Courtesy of CAU)
and dense Iron Age features.
Events are planned for Spring to let the local community get a
closer, hands on look at the finds being uncovered. Keep an eye
out on www.northstowe.com for more details.

With over 500 people preregistering interest, Bloor Homes
were inundated with enquiries. The
first six plots sold off plan within
the first two weeks of launch. The
show home opens in March and it
will now only be a matter of weeks
before the very first Northstowe
residents unpack and move into their new homes. More plots will
be released over coming months.
Planning News
Taylor Wimpey’s first parcel to develop 40 homes adjacent to the
school site was approved and a second application is expected
from them soon. Bovis Homes had the first of their three parcels
approved in December with plans from Linden Homes to develop
the largest parcel in Phase 1 for 271 homes approved in January
along with one from Barratt Homes for 135 homes. The pace of
construction will pick up significantly as all five Phase 1 housebuilders come on site.
You can view the plans on
www.scambs.gov.uk. Click on the planning button and search
using Longstanton parish.

Forthcoming work
Following
consultation
and feedback received last
year, the Design Code for
Phase 2 setting out the
design principles behind
the town centre, movement and access, connectivity across neighbourhoods and the look and
feel of homes, will be submitted to the council by HCA alongside
the Town Centre strategy. Public consultations will take place on
both during 2017.

Early last year, Northstowe Phase 2 was announced as one of five
pilot Starter Homes schemes as part of the Government plans to
increase home ownership across the UK. In light of this, a revised
affordable housing plan from the Homes & Communities Agency
has been approved by the District Council. Phase 2, which covers
3500 homes in the new town, will include 40% Starter Homes – to
be discounted to help first time buyers aged between 23-40 get on
the property ladder – and a further 10% affordable rented homes.
The Section 106 for Phase 2 agreement outlining £73 million investment in community services and facilities has also now been
given the full green light.

Community News
The Parish Council helped collect name suggestions for
Northstowe’s network of new streets and roads. These have now
been passed to the District Council for approval. Thanks to all
who contributed suggestions.
The next Community Forum will be on 26 April, 7 - 9pm, drop-in
from 6pm at The Pathfinder School on the Northstowe Phase 1 site
(off Station Rd B1050). Look forward to seeing many of you
there.

What’s happening on site?
Work on the remaining Phase 1 drainage, sewers systems, bulk filling
earthworks and road infrastructure is
nearing completion. Going into 2017,
utility works will be finished off
whilst work will commence on some
of the open spaces and the Western
Park (area allocated for sports pitches,
allotments, community orchard and recreational open space).

Nutan Patel
Project Officer – Northstowe
South Cambridgeshire District Council
E-mail: nutan.patel@scambs.gov.uk

THANK YOU TO BRIAN ROBINS FOR SENDING US THESE BEAUTIFUL PICTURES OF OLD LONGSTANTON!
If you too have any photos you would like to share, please send them to us to longstantonlife@hotmail.com
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VICTORIA’S KILIMANJARO TREK
In the last edition of Longstanton Life I was kindly given the
opportunity to write about my then upcoming trek up Mount Kilimanjaro for World Child Cancer. I’m pleased to say that I exceeded my target and raised £4,500 for the charity.
I flew out to Tanzania early on Saturday 26th November with a
group of eight work colleagues and six other volunteers from the
UK. We were away for ten days in Tanzania and the trek took
place over seven. There were twenty-one people climbing Kili for
the charity and we were supported by a team of ninety guides and
porters, headed by Whitey – the best guide and all round entertainer. We were greeted by him and our trek doctor at the airport and
then spent the next two nights at a hotel outside of Moshi having
our equipment checked and being briefed about the challenge
ahead. Although shorter treks are available, our trek was purposefully set out over seven days to give our bodies the chance to adapt
to the altitude - given that the majority of our group had little experience of high altitude it made it more likely we would all successfully reach the summit.
Kilimanjaro was a series of long walks. We averaged about eight
hours a day and carried 30-litre rucksacks containing our water,
snacks and waterproofs in preparation for the weather that could
take a sudden turn. We learnt this the first day trekking from
Machame Gate, the entrance to the National Park, when we were
struck by a heavy downpour and had to carry on covered by our
waterproofs, sliding on the mud that started to stream past our
ankles as we walked for six hours to our first camp. Our porters
and guides were our lifelines and although we knew we would be
trekking with them you don’t realise how much you can come to
appreciate someone until you are in a situation where they are the
only thing keeping your feet moving forward. The porters carried
22kg of luggage on their shoulders; these packs contained our
tents, kitbags and provisions for the week, and their job was to
pack up after we had left and race ahead to ensure that camp was
set up for our arrival. We slept in two man tents and had dining
tents to ourselves set with tables and chairs where we were served
breakfast, lunch and dinner with plenty of carbs to keep us energised for our walk.
We climbed high and camped low and, before summit, the hardest
and longest trek we had was an acclimatisation trek along the
Shira Plateau up towards Lava Tower (4,400m) before descending
to our camp of 3,950m. It was at this point, halfway through the
trip, that I got my first taste of how altitude might affect me. I felt
sick and tired and had a headache by the time we reached the tower. On the doctor’s advice I took paracetamol and ibuprofen, I was
far from being the only person who was suffering and how the
guides and doctor managed to juggle caring for over twenty people
I will never know.
As expected, summit night was the most difficult part of the entire
trek. We had head torches as well as the guides who led us with a
lot of enthusiasm. It was difficult for most of us to speak.
Throughout the trek we were encouraged to walk ‘pole
pole’ (‘slowly slowly’) and this time was no exception. I can’t
remember at which point it was that I started to fall asleep on my
feet but I do remember butting the backpack of the person in front

of me and having my own carried by one of the guides. In the high
altitude I felt weak and was frequently vomiting as we ascended
towards the summit. I was part of a long line of people wearing
head torches and every time I thought we were closer to the end
another head torch would appear further ahead, a reminder of how
much further there was still to go. I owe every bit of strength I had
on that summit night to the guides. They made sure I ate my
snacks and drank my water and when the sun rose and we were
faced with the curve of Stella Point (5756m) - a place I did not
think I would get to - one of the guides took it upon himself to
loop an arm around my waist and aid me to the top.
With his encouragement I then made it to the summit, (5895m)
Uhuhru Peak. The view there was like another world and I was
almost too ill to appreciate it. Epically beautiful and dramatic,
there were glaciers rising out of the ground around us and stunning
structures of volcanic rock set against the blue sky. I was relieved
and exhausted to have made it, and it wasn’t until we were back in
the hotel a day and a half later that I could really celebrate what
myself and the rest of the group had achieved. It was this time last
year when I set myself the goal of climbing a mountain - now that
it’s finished, I can only imagine what adventures 2017 will bring.
I’m grateful to World Child Cancer for the opportunity and would
recommend Really Wild Challenges to anyone looking for a new
experience. You’ll never know where you could be by the end of
year.
Victoria Stevens

LONGSTANTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
New Year and a new programme for the
ladies of Longstanton WI. We've got a
great year ahead of speakers, tea and cake.
Everything from giant leatherbacks and
Georgian costume, to Addenbrooke’s
archives and Halloween stories; there's
something for everyone. Oh and did I
mention there's always cake!?

The year kicked off with a trip around the corners of Cambridge
now and then with Honor Ridout. A fascinating evening of oohs
and ahhs as we recognised places as the modern day was revealed.
February sees us learning about giant leatherbacks. Why not come
and give us a go and come for tea and cake with great company?
Debbie Lienau
7

WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES

Reception Tel: Willingham 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469
Option 2 Health Visitors: 01954 207612 Out of hour s cover : Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpr actice.nhs.uk
Out of Hours Care Please r emember to phone 111 if you r equire medical attention when the surgery is closed. Please remember that Accident & Emergency is intended for life threatening conditions or if you are likely to need an X-ray.
Booking Appointments On-line Would you like to book appointments on-line? Please contact the Surgery for more information.
Telephone Consultation Could we deal with your consultation
over the telephone? Please phone the Surgery to book and ensure
we have your up to date contact details.
Christmas Lucky Squares in aid of Magpas With your help
we raised a wonderful £300 for Magpas this Christmas. Thank
you to all patients and staff for their generous donations and
lucky square purchases.
Carers Support Meetings Our next meetings at Willingham
Surgery are on February 8th, March 8th, April 5th, 2pm – 4pm.
Please pop along and get some free support and advice.
Patient Participation Group The next meeting of our PPG
group will be held at Willingham Surgery on Thursday 23rd February at 1.15 - 3.15pm. This is an opportunity to promote communication between the practice and its patients, and for you to
be involved in local health issues which affect you and your practice. If you would like to get involved please come along.
Cambridgeshire Hearing Clinics The next Hear ing Aid Clinics at Willingham Surgery are 15th February and 15th March 24pm. No appointment necessary, just pop along for your free

NHS hearing aid batteries and for help and advice regarding hearing loss.
RELATE Cambridge is coming to Willingham Sur ger y!
Relate Cambridge will be offering counselling for couples and
individuals at Willingham Surgery from the 10th of January
2017. The appointments will be on a Tuesday from 10.30 to
12.30. If you feel this is something you would benefit from,
please discuss with your GP. For more information or to book an
appointment, contact Relate Cambridge on 01223 357424 MonThur 8am-10pm, Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm (confidential answerphone
at
all
other
times)
or
visit
www.relatecambridge.org.uk
Acknowledgements We would like to extend our gr ateful
thanks to the families and friends of Mrs Askew for their generous donation to our surgery equipment fund in memory of their
loved one who passed away recently.
Many thanks to “Willingham Lunches Charity” for their very
generous donation for our equipment fund, which has enabled the
surgery to purchase a new Dermascope and a new Magnifier.
“PLEASE REMEMBER TO CANCEL YOUR APPOINTMENT IF YOU NO LONGER NEED IT!”
Sharon Unwin – Practice Manager – February 2017

LONGSTANTON WILDLIFE
With the cold winter
temperatures creeping in, we
are all slowing down and
opting to stay huddled up
indoors. Well animals are no
different, some of them even
go into hibernation! During
hibernation an animal’s
metabolism decreases and
they slow down their heart
rate and breathing, as well as
lowering
their
body
temperature to conserve
energy. This way they can
go longer without food. One of the most common animals that
hibernate in the UK are hedgehogs.
Hedgehogs are small, brown mammals. Their Latin name is
Erinaceus europaeus. There are about 15 different species of
hedgehog and they can be found in areas of Europe, Asia and
Africa.
Hedgehogs are covered in their famous spines! However, they
are not related to other spine covered animals such as
porcupines. Hedgehogs lose their baby spines which fall out
during a process called “quilling” when their adult spines start
to grow. Did you know an adult hedgehog can have up to 7,000
spines at any one time?! Their spines are stiff hollow hairs
which they use for defence. That’s why they roll up into a tight
ball when they feel threatened. This makes it hard for its
attacker to get past its spiky defences!
Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals, often sleeping in the day in a
nest or under bushes and shrubs before coming out to feed in
the dark. They eat all kinds of invertebrates but they
particularly like to eat big, crunchy beetles, earthworms and

slugs. So they are great friends of gardeners!!
Through the autumn months they feast on these and build up
their fat reserves to help them survive through the winter. Did
you know that when the hedgehog is hibernating its heart rate
slows down from 190 beats per minute to just 20 beats per
minute? It also lowers its temperature which is normally about
35 degrees centigrade to match the external air temperature.
They emerge from hibernation as soon as the air temperature
gets warmer, usually around March.
When they are not hibernating, we can see hedgehogs in our
gardens as soon as it gets dark. Look out for signs of their
presence: their black droppings consisting of beetles and other
insects are often found on the lawn or patio areas of gardens.
Hedgehogs live for about 2-5 years in the wild.
Did you know baby hedgehogs are called hoglets?! Hedgehogs
communicate by snuffles, grunts and squeals. Their eyesight is
not so good but they have a strong sense of smell and hearing.
Unfortunately, as with a lot of our wildlife, hedgehogs are
under threat from development and loss of habitat. You can
help by leaving or making a little space under boundaries such
as fences so that the hedgehogs can freely move around
between gardens….via a hedgehog highway! Don’t use slug
pellets and avoid the use of pesticides in the garden. Log and
leaf piles can make great homes for hedgehogs. You can also
help by putting food out for them such as minced meat, tinned
dog/cat food (not fish-based), and crushed cat biscuits in a
feeding station or house with a small opening that only allows
the hedgehogs to get in but prevents other animals such as cats,
dogs and foxes to get access to the food. Lastly, don’t put out
milk for them as this gives hedgehogs diarrhoea, instead leave
them water in a shallow bowl.
Manjeet Bolla
(Photo taken by Anna Rudd)
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES
LONGSTANTON TENNIS CLUB

Why not come and check out the tennis club for yourself? We
are holding an open day on Sun 2nd April, 10am – 2pm, so
put the date in your diary now. Come and meet our coach
David Nation plus some of the members, and take part in a
range of entertaining tennis-related activities. There’ll be fun
for all the family!

It’s pretty chilly outside, but
we’re already busy preparing
for the new season at the Tennis Club. There will be plenty
going on this year, so there’s
no better time to join the club,
especially as any membership
taken out now will last right
until the end of March 2018.
If you act fast you’ll also have
the chance to enter the draw to win Wimbledon tickets –
members, don’t forget that you also need to opt in before the
Feb 17th deadline and ensure we maximise our club’s ticket
allocation.

David’s coaching continues every Tuesday from 5-8pm, so
please contact him on davidnation@hotmail.co.uk if you’d
like to book on his next course. David will also be running a
holiday camp over Easter, so reserve your place directly with
David ASAP. Coaching is available to both adults and juniors
from beginner to advanced level, and is open to both members and non-members. Members benefit from discounted
rates for coaching, so it’s worth considering joining the tennis
club and putting the skills you’ve learnt into regular practice.
Further details on membership and coaching, including the
cost of each course, can be found on our website
www.longstantontennis.co.uk

Since the courts re-opened in
November following their
resurfacing, they have proved
a big hit! Many players have
been out enjoying a game,
even in the freezing temperatures. Thank you to all the
members who braved the cold
and came down to christen the
courts when they re-opened,
play on the pristine surface
and sip a glass or two of bubbly!

You can also find out more about the club by popping down
to one of the club sessions and meeting some of the members.
Club nights are Wednesdays and Fridays from 6pm, Sunday
mornings from 11am and Thursday evenings from 6pm for
more competitive play. Alternatively, the tennis courts are
available to all on a ‘pay and play’ basis (£5 per hour). Just
phone Rachel (780704) and borrow a key.
Sarah Ballard 07985 938959

Work on the new surface will be completed in the Spring,
when the paint coating is applied. Many thanks to Longstanton Parish Council for agreeing to fund the court painting,
ensuring that the quality of this fantastic tennis facility in the
village can be maintained for as long as possible.

LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB
February 2016

There has been a lot of interest amongst the club members
for playing in the afternoons, so we applied to enter a team in
the Ely and District mixed triples league and have been accepted. So in the 2017 season for the first time there will be
an extra set of matches on the fixtures card for the Ely &
District league on Monday and Friday afternoons at 2pm.
There is a break for tea and biscuits half way through the
game, so it all sounds very sociable.

Happy New Year to all Longstanton Life
readers! Time for a round up of last season’s news and a look forward to the
coming 2017 outdoor bowls season.
Longstanton Bowls Club had a successful season in 2016 and gained promotion
for both teams in the Cambridge and District bowls league. The division 5 team
finished second with 64.5 points, having
won 10 of their 16 matches, and so are promoted to division
4. The division 4 team also finished second with 81.5 points,
having won 12 of their 20 matches, and so are promoted to
division 3. Well done to both teams! This year’s challenge is
to stay up!

It just remains for me to congratulate the 2016 club competition winners. Congratulations to Jacqui Walker for winning
the Ladies’ Singles, Stuart Hunter for winning the Men’s
Singles, Graham Waites for winning the Captain’s Cup, John
Rich and Tony Aspinall for winning the Open Pairs, Malcolm Sargeant and Paul Harrowing for winning the Men’s
Pairs and Jacqui Walker and Pete Jarvis for winning the
Mixed Pairs.

In our other league, the Cambridge Business Houses Pairs
league, our A mixed team finished second from bottom in
division 1, but fortunately will not be relegated since there is
a need to balance the numbers in the two divisions. Our B
mixed team finished a very creditable 3rd in division 2. The
men’s team finished bang in the middle – 10th out of 19
teams.

The 2017 season will start again in early May. If you would
like to be added to the mailing list to get more details nearer
the time then please contact Marion Edwards on 01954
780118 or email marionedwards1@btinternet.com, or
visit our web site www.longstanton-bowls-club.co.uk. All
standards welcome, from experienced to novice. There are
regular club night roll-ups on Monday evenings at 6pm, so
everyone gets the chance to play bowls even if they do not
want to play in matches. Look forward to seeing you!

Both of the above leagues are evening leagues and play
games on the light summer evenings starting at 6:30pm.

Corinne Walsham
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LONGSTANTON CROCHET AND KNITTING
Your local knit/crochet
and
natter
group
recently
celebrated
Christmas with a group
meal at The Black Bull
in Longstanton where
we actually put down
our needles & hooks for
once to tuck into some
good food.
A sub-group of members are planning on attending the Spring
London Knitting and Stitching show together in March—if you’re
interested in joining them (it’s a great show!) please sign-up via
our
Facebook
Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/
longstantonknitandcrochet/)
Our Facebook page is also a great place for us to catch up as we
share pictures of our recently completed items or share craft related
news & pictures. If you enjoy needlecraft (or are enthusiastic to

learn) then do come along and join us - we are a
warm and welcoming bunch!
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8pm
in the Black Bull Pub for our regular knit night
and 4th Tuesday of the month at the same time for
a charity knit night. Please check our Facebook
page to confirm the dates and times of
events. There is no charge for attending the group
- just buy a drink or two from our hosts the bar.
The group would like to extend its thanks to our hosts at the Black
Bull Pub.
Your enthusiastic knit-committee,
Alice, Samanta & Sarah
Here are some of our latest finished objects,
a crochet hexagon blanket (left) and a boys
jumper (above).

OVER-60S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
On Monday 12th December 2016, 50 people gathered for our annual
Christmas lunch at the Black Bull. It was lovely to meet so many
new people this year.
The children from Hatton Park school came and sang for us and they
were brilliant, a great big thank you to them and the staff at Hatton
Park.
Chou, Andy and their staff made us a delicious traditional Christmas
lunch and our thanks to Jean for the super home-made mince pies!!
Robin Stearn entertained us by playing the mouth organ which got
everyone signing and was great fun.
The afternoon ended with tea/coffee/after eights and a raffle. A big
thank you to all the people who donated prizes for the raffle.
This annual lunch is provided free for any villager (and their partner)
over the age of 60 but we could not do it without help. Firstly can we
thank all the volunteers, who throughout the year help raise funds by
organising tombola, raffles, quizzes, etc., Longstanton Parish Council, Longstanton Co-op and the Cambridge Building Society.
Finally, if you haven’t joined us before or you are new to the village,
please come along next year and you will be made very welcome!
The Over-60s Christmas Lunch Committee

Front row L-R: Margaret Coxall, Jean Stripe, Rachel Dale, Hazel Minnett
Back row L-R: Margaret Hunt, Libby White, Kim Swan, Kevin Smith
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HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
A Happy New Year to all of Longstanton! The Spring term is
well underway at Hatton Park but first, I want to cast your
memory back to the end of last term. I last reported to you in
November and a lot can happen in a
month! The Reception children put on a
beautiful Nativity show with some very
catchy songs. They are still in my head
now as I type. Year 1 and 2 staged a
fabulous production of Ralph the
Reindeer. The children learnt their lines
and song lyrics exceptionally well and the
solo singers really owned their moment.
From the feedback, the overriding
opinion from the audiences was that the children clearly loved
putting on the shows and that their excitement shone through.
Well done to all of the staff and children involved!
Our Westenders choir group sang beautifully at the
Longstanton Lights switch-on. Despite the weather and
technical hitches, they were a great complement to the brass
band. As their song sheets dissolved in the rain, it was clear
that they knew the words off by heart anyway! They also put
on a well-received performance by the Over 60’s at their
annual Christmas Dinner. We are very proud of our singers!
It was a sad end to term in some ways as we said a farewell to
Mrs Pam Walters. Mrs Walters has run the Westenders for
many years and they treated her to a rendition of her favourite
song from The Sound of Music – So long, farewell. We wish
her well in her retirement.
We have been very busy in the two weeks that we have been
back. The children are now well into their
new learning themes. In one day, during a
walk around the classes, I experienced a
wolf blowing some houses down,
cupcakes being designed and iced, and an
alien spaceship landing in the playground.
Never a dull moment at Hatton Park!
We were also fortunate to welcome John
Willis from the Power2Inspire group. John
was born a paraplegic, with no hands and
feet, and has persevered through many challenges. Over the
past year, he has learnt to compete in 34 of the Olympic and
Paralympic events. He visits schools around the country taking
assemblies and inspiring children to strive for the best that they
can do. His motto ‘practise makes perfect’ really worked with
our Hatton park values, resilience in particular. We loved

seeing how equipment such as golf clubs and badminton
racquets were adapted to enable John to compete. The children
asked some thoughtful questions ranging from “Do you think
that you would have done all of this if you had hands and
feet?” to “How do you drive your car?” We will be making a
donation to his charity to ensure that this work continues.
Back in Longstanton, the
extension to our usual residence
is really underway. At the time
of writing, the crane has just
arrived to deliver the wall
panels of the building. By the
time you read this, the new
layout of the school should be
clear to see! I have had many
positive comments on how the
build is going and how
respectful Kier have been to the
residents of Hatton’s Park and
the surrounding area. The
journey to and from our
temporary accommodation still
has some issues that need
addressing. Gallaghers and Hawk have worked hard to make
the route safe from construction traffic. It is now the general
public that need to remember to slow down around the village,
particularly the tight bend as you pass Mitchcroft Road. Our
Road Safety Warden has reported that many cars are speeding
in this area and not paying attention to the pupils as they travel
to and from school. Please could drivers be extra vigilant
regarding cyclists and not overtake them on the bend.
We have some exciting trips and visits coming up to get us out
and about. Firstly, we have been able to take advantage of the
archaeological dig happening in Northstowe. This has been
funded for us as we are the school sitting in the middle of it!
The children will have professionals coming to talk about
archaeology, and, also experience a hands-on visit to the dig.
We also have trips to Cadburys World, Tesco, The University
of Cambridge Department of Chemistry and the IVC dance
show! I look forward to reporting on these in the next issue.
Finally, do watch out for posters regarding the next Hatton
Park Pub Quiz organised by the Friends of the school. It is on
Friday 24th March at The Black Bull in Longstanton. It is
always popular so save the date!
Anthony Aguda, Headteacher

FRIENDS OF HATTON PARK SCHOOL
Hello from the Friends of Hatton Park School. We were lucky
enough to be able to organise a famous person to come to the
school during the busy December period. Father Christmas
visited the children of Hatton Park Primary School and gave out
presents to all the pupils. The children were delighted to have a
gifts and Christmas treats. We would particularly like to thank all
the “elves” that came up to the school on a cold Monday evening
to help organise the hundreds of gifts.
The parents of Hatton Park were not left out of the festivities.
The Friends of Hatton Park School arranged a fundraising

Christmas party night which took place in the school hall (for
which we would like to thank Mr Aguda for allowing us to use).
Guests were treated to welcome drinks followed by an amazing
meal provide by Charlie of the Little Pig Catering Company. The
night was a huge success and raised nearly £1,200 for the school
– a brilliant achievement.
Looking ahead in 2017 we have a busy schedule of events
planned for the school. Please save the date for the school
Summer Fete on the 8th July and keep that date free.
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RAINBOW BABY CLUB
Are you expecting a baby – or do you have a baby under
one year? Come and join us at Rainbow Baby Club. The
group has been running for 14 years and I think that many
friendships have been forged at the group. Having a new
baby can be challenging and sometimes isolating –
although it is also wonderful. It can be really helpful to
have the opportunity to meet other people going through
similar experiences at the same time. Not everybody has
family nearby to help out, and often parents who come to
the group find themselves supporting one another.
We meet on Thursdays from 10 to 11am in the
Longstanton Village Institute. It is very informal: you
don’t need to book, you don’t need to be on time and we
even run in the school holidays. There are mats and toys

for the babies and
refreshments for the
adults. We finish each
session by singing some
children’s songs.
If you are unsure about
coming along, please do
give it a try. I will do my best to give you a warm
welcome. There are no experts in our group – just some
local parents doing their best and sharing the highs and
lows of life with a small baby. If you have any questions
then email me on susanmeah@hotmail.com or phone me
on 781258.
Susan Meah

MINI JAFFAS
This group for under fives and their parents/carers has been
running for over ten years. We meet in All Saints’ Church
for 10.30am on Tuesdays. We sing some songs, listen to a
Bible story and have some prayers. The children get an
opportunity to share their news (which is often interesting!)
and we celebrate the children’s birthdays. I imagine if you
asked the children what their highlights are they would
probably say: blowing the candle out, the “wiggle song”
and rolling up the carpet.
After our short time in the church we walk to the Village
Institute where we enjoy refreshments before doing a craft

activity that is linked to the story. There is always a corner
with baby toys and some weeks we play games with the
parachute.
This is a relaxed and friendly group and the children enjoy
being in (and exploring) the church building. You can just
turn up to the group – we meet every Tuesday during
school terms. For further information call Susan on 781258
or email susanmeah@hotmail.com.
And in case you were wondering the name comes from
Jesus A Friend For All.
Susan Meah

NEWS FROM LONGSTANTON BREAKFAST CLUB,
PRE-SCHOOL AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
As usual, lots of fun was had at pre-school last term. We
had a very exciting visit to the ‘Big School’ when we were
invited to attend the Reception Class’ Nativity Play. The
children always enjoy going to see their old friends and
siblings performing. It is also a valuable opportunity to
visit the school.
We have also recently fully
opened our self-select outside
store-cupboard and the children
have really enjoyed the extra
freedom of choice this has
provided. There has been a lot of
collaborative play – building
assault courses and dens.
During the first week of December we had a special Julia
Donaldson day when all the children were invited to come
in dressed as their favourite Julia Donaldson book character.
We had scarecrows, the whale, a pirate, the smartest giant
and a lady bird policeman to name but a few. The children

produced some lovely pictures and liked
acting out their character’s stories.
We would also like to thank all those
who attended our Christmas Coffee
Morning. It was great to see so many of
you in the setting.
Longstanton breakfast club, pre-school
and after school club is an established
childcare service located in Hatton Park Primary School
managed by the Pre-school Learning Alliance. We provide
high quality sessional care for children aged 2 years to 11
years old. We are open term time from 7.45am to 6.00pm
Monday to Friday. If you would like to discuss your
childcare needs further, please feel free to visit during our
working hours or you can contact the manager on 01223
491623 or by email at longstanton@pre-school.org.uk
Tracey Leach, Manager
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Longstanton Grasshoppers Cricket Club
Wanted:
U10’s Cricket Team Manager
Are you interested in cricket?
Do you want to see the love of cricket grow in the lives of our village
youngsters?
If so, please join us.
We desperately need a manager for the U10’s this coming season so that
they can take part in matches and further their cricketing skills.
Contact: Louise Gamon on 07429 317803 or
louise.gamon@gmail.com to register your interest.

All Saints Bell Ringers

Ball Room Dancing
I am writing this short report in early January,
and to be honest it must be at least four weeks
since we last danced at the school. We have
watched two strictly ballroom finals: the main
one and the Christmas edition.
We all agreed that the competition this year was
fantastic, it was hard at times to tell who was
the professional and who wasn't. Following on we are all resolved
to improving our dancing skills with our ball room and Latin
American, however strictly quality is out of our reach.
We meet twice per week, we have a teaching session in
Cambridge on a Tuesday and practice Thursday evenings at our
local primary school.

We were very busy over Christmas, our late night ring on
Christmas Eve with matchsticks keeping our eyelids open because
we are a young tower. By that I mean the majority of our ringers
are only twelve, we seem to attract a steady stream of
youngsters. I have nothing else to report on this occasion.
If anyone would like to learn to ring (any age) please contact me.
If you are interested in learning to ring don't hesitate to get in
touch with me on:
07768 735 910 or mikec321@btinternet.com

Mike Cartwright

Advertisement

Please feel free to contact me by email on
mikec321@btinternet.com
or on mobile 07768 735910.

Mike Cartwright

100 CLUB
A small lottery that has been set up to help raise money for
the proposed re-ordering project in All Saints' Church,
Longstanton.
You can take part in the project's realisation. Have the
chance to win some money back like our previous winners.
100 Club Winners so far:
December 2016: 1st – No.58, 2nd – No.13
January 2017: 1st – No.74, 2nd – No.48
A donation of £2 per number per month (for a year) will buy you entry into
the lottery. The lottery will be drawn monthly with a chance to win £40
(based on 100 members).
For more details and a full set of rules please contact: Louise Gamon at
louise.gamon@gmail.com or 07429 317803
Details about our re-ordering project and the “100 Club” can be found on the
Friend’s website at:
http://friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk
The Friends of All Saints' Church, Longstanton
Charity Registration Number 1115069
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CAR LOGOS COMPETITION
Remember to include your name and phone number with
your entry.

In this issue we have a competition for the petrol heads amongst
us!...And the prize will be a spring clean for your car!!
Below are 15 pictures of car badges/logos. Can you correctly
identify all of them?

The first person randomly selected from those with the correct
answers will receive a Silver Valet (includes total exterior wash,
tyre shine, interior vacuum, inside clean of windows, dashboard,
doortrims, and air freshner provided), kindly donated by New
Marque Cars.
To enter the competition, send your answers to Longstanton Life
either by posting at the Village Institute, or by emailing to:
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Monday 27 February.

The winners will be announced in the next issue.
Good luck!

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION WINNERS
The winners of the Christmas
competition in the last issue were
Thomas Rowney (juniors category)
and Keira White (seniors category).
Pictured
here
receiving
their
chocolates are Thomas (right),
Keira’s mother, Libby (left) from
Matt (centre) of the Longstanton Co-op. Congratulations Thomas
and Keira!

The Pavilion
Tel: 01954 782233
Over Road, Longstanton
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com
Find us on Facebook

We’d like to extend our thanks again to the Longstanton Co-op
for donating the prizes.
Here are the answers to the competition:
Juniors category: RUDOLPH
Seniors category: (A) DECORATIONS, (B) SLEIGH BELLS,
(C) FATHER CHRISTMAS, (D) POINSETTIA, (E) FROSTY
THE SNOWMAN.

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 23.00
Friday: 17.00 until 23.30
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.30
Sunday: 12.00 until 22.30

OPENING
HOURS
011..0....

We would like to start off by wishing you all a Happy New Year.
A big thank you to those of you who came to our Children’s
Christmas Party, we hope your children enjoyed themselves and
enjoyed the treats from Father Christmas. Well done to Penny
Trimmer who won the Santa drawing competition, we hope you
enjoy spending your prize voucher. Thanks to the Co-op for kindly
donating the prizes. Also, thank you to those of you who came to
celebrate at our New Year’s Eve party.
Now we have begun the New Year, we would like to say Good
Luck to all the football teams, and we look forward to the adult’s
football team coming soon.
Also, good luck to our pool team who have got through to the
quarter finals of the Plate Competition. Next season we will be
looking for new players, so please get in touch if you would be
interested in joining our team.
Over the coming months, we will be hosting more live music, the

date will be posted on our Facebook page, so please keep an eye
out.
On Sunday 16th April, we will be holding our Easter Egg Hunt,
and we are holding a competition for all the children to design our
Easter Hunt poster. Please bring in your entries with your name on
the back, there will be a prize for the best design, and we will be
using the winning design to promote our Easter Hunt. We look
forward to seeing what creative ideas you children come up with.
This spring, we will be holding a beer festival for St George’s day,
on 22nd April. If you have any favourite beers, please let a
member of staff know. We hope the weather will be pleasant and
we can all enjoy some much-needed sunshine.
Finally, we would like to remind anyone who has recently moved
to the village, that we are a non-members club, and anyone is
welcome.

Michael, Suzanne and The Pavilion Team
14

LONGSTANTON COMMUNITY HUB PROPOSAL
A new building would replace both the existing Village Institute and the existing building, fundraising, grant applications, etc. For more
the Pavilion on the recreation ground and would combine the funcinformation go to: http://community.longstantonvillage.org/
tions of both. The project would be partially financed by the sale of

15

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
A Happy New Year to everyone. As a church, we want to be
a welcoming presence in the village, offering services and
activities accessible to all. In the church calendar at this time
of year, we’re in the season of Epiphany, where we have the
chance to reflect on the ways in which God is revealed
through Jesus. At Christmas we celebrated Jesus’s birth and
heard how lowly shepherds and rich kings went to visit the
new born baby. And it is the same today. It doesn’t matter
whether you are rich or poor, sophisticated or rustic, educated
or illiterate, religious or non-religious. Nothing has changed in
two thousand years. The good news of Jesus is for absolutely
everybody. Good news indeed!
Regular Services
We hold services every Sunday at 9.30am with Sunday School
for the children. On the 2nd Sunday of the month we have an
All Age Service where the whole church family worships together, but more informally. We would love for you to join
us. There’s also Messy Church on the 3rd Sunday of the
month in the Village Institute at 4pm, where crafts, story, celebration and a hot meal awaits you.
Events coming up for your diary
We have prepared a calendar of exciting events for the coming
year so make a note in your diary of the dates below and be
sure not to miss anything. We’re raising money to pay for improvements to the church, in particular toilets and a new kitchen.
Our regular Monday afternoon Cake Club goes from strength
to strength. We are open from 2-4 pm during term time, so
come along, enjoy a piece of delicious homemade cake and a

nice cup of tea or coffee in the church. An ideal place to meet
with friends and catch up on the week’s events. Toys available
for the little ones.
On Friday 24th February at 7.30pm we are holding a Fun Quiz
in the Black Bull; the ticket price is just £7 and includes a buffet. Come along and make up a team of 6. Bring an abundance of general knowledge, useless information and trivia
and let’s have fun.
On Saturday 25th March an evening of Music will be held in
the church at 7.30pm; ticket price £7.50 to include cheese and
wine. Check out our website for more details nearer the time.
http://friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk//
Looking further ahead, make a note that this year our St.
George’s Day Fete is on Satur day 22nd Apr il. We ar e always looking for helpers, so if you would like to join in the
fun then please contact Louise Gamon on 07429317803 to see
where your talents can be best put to use.
If you would like more information on any of the above or
have questions about baptism, marriages or funerals, please
don’t hesitate to contact our Administrator, Gillian Beal
01954 203459 admin@5folds.org.uk or one of our two vicars:
Rev.
Julie
Anderson
01954
231496
julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk or Rev. Lynda Davies 01954
202912 relyndadavies559@gmail.com. Or, you can contact
one of the Church Wardens Ann Shaw 01954 7780074
shawann49@hotmail.com or Sue Gamon 01954 782371
sgcoutures64@gmail.com
Lynda Davies, Team Vicar & Sue Gamon, Church Warden

Church Times
Catholic Sunday Mass

All Saints’ Church
Longstanton

Cambridge: (OLEM) Our Lady and English
Martyrs, Hills Rd, Cambridge CB2 1JR
Tel: 01223 350787/ web: www.olem.org.uk
Bar Hill: (ser viced from OLEM)
St Ives: The Sacred Hear t, Needingwor th Rd, St.
Ives. Tel: 01480 462192/ web: www.sacredheartstives.org

For exact dates and details of activities
being held please refer to the church notice
board or go to the website: http://friends-ofall-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk//

Need home communion for the sick or house bound?
Contact: Fr Edward Tredota 01480 462192

The Salvation Army
Silver Street, Willingham

10.30am every Sunday with worship band
and Sunday club for children
6.00pm Every Sunday for traditional evening worship.
Lots more detail of weekly events and news on the website:
willinghambaptist.org

Everyone is welcome to join
all our meetings.
Please ring Daphne Watts on 07919024857 or Sergeant Major
Gordon Spackman 01954 260066
for more information.

Please contact: Paul Joel (Minister) 07955071160
Alan Wright (Secretary) 01954261770
Church Office 01954260538
Church is situated on George Street
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THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
LONGSTANTON
In a joint venture with The Salvation Army, the Friends put on a Fashion Show.
Held at St Mary’s Church hall in Over on Saturday 14th January, there were 50 people in attendance and it proved to be a
huge success.
Ticket holders gathered at tables to socialise and share refreshments that were laid on, while
models took a turn around the room displaying 42 outfits in all. There were all styles from
beach dresses, to cocktail outfits and ball gowns!
There was time to try on and buy from a huge collection of clothing and accessories brought along by
The Salvation Army, which all added to the fun of the night.
The combined efforts raised a total of £600.00 which was shared between the two charities.
Thanks from The Friends of All Saints’ Church, Longstanton go to The Salvation Army who were
prepared to support this venture. Without their resources the event could not have happened.
A huge amount of work over 3 months, was put into the selection and preparation of clothing for the
show by Florie and her team from the Histon Salvation Army shop. Invaluable support was given by
John Frost for the sound system and Kate Woolf for the catwalk commentary on the day. And thanks
must also go to the 10 models who displayed the clothes beautifully.

Charity Registration No.1115069

Advertisements
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LINE ADVERTS
J&G Blinds Ltd Supply and fitting of bespoke blinds,
curtains, internal shutters and awnings. 01954 261149 or
07847 559208 or e-mail sales@jandgblinds.com
Music Tuition - Clarinet, Piano and Saxophone lessons.
Pupils of all ages/ abilities. Anita Dawson BMus (Hons)
Tel: 07821441127 or email: anitajdawson@hotmail.com
Practise Speaking English! www.esolcafe.co.uk
Bass Guitar Lessons - All styles and abilities. Professional
preparation for graded exams. Tomasz Ziobro Dip LCM.
Tel: 07514664020 or email walkingbasslessons@gmail.com
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LDHS UPDATE

FEB-MAR, 2017

Northstowe Residents’ Guide
Further to our involvement in the Hatton Park
Heritage board, featured in LLife Oct/Nov 2016,
we have been asked by SCDC to provide text,
images and assistance for an LDHS, twelve page,
draft historical background guide for inclusion
within a welcome pack for new residents of
Northstowe. Examples of the proposed text and
images for the front page and page 5, are shown below.

22 November, 1914
Longstanton All Saints’ Church held a service of dedication of the
five new bells which have been added to the three originals. They
were founded by Messrs Taylor of Loughborough and Mr Taylor
himself came to ring in the ceremony. The bells are set in an iron
frame in place of the previous one of timber. They also celebrated
the restoration of the tower which has been pointed inside, the first
floor has been lowered and another put in. The total cost is about
£330 (about £30,500 today) of which a large sum remains to be
cleared off (Ah, those bells!)
21 February, 1959
Longstanton youths had left a trail of destruction in the village
over Christmas. They smashed a telephone kiosk mirror, knocked
over flour bags, pushed over road signs and sprayed oil over a
caravan showroom windows. PC Murdon said they’d drunk four
light ales at the Railway Tavern pub on Christmas Eve then biked
to Willingham, causing damage on the way (Just high spirits?).
9 January, 1988
Plans to build 200 houses on 15 acres of land at Home Farm,
Longstanton, have been turned down twice by SCDC. But they
could now go ahead provided developers are willing to pay for a
by-pass (Only 200 houses?).
Visit Mike Petty’s website for many more Longstanton snips.
Membership Renewal, 1 April 2017

Membership Reminder Once again a new year means our
membership reminders will soon be sent out. This seems like a
good time to stress
Glimpses into Longstanton’s Past
Mike Petty, the creator of the Cambridgeshire Collection housed in more than ever, with
the Lion Yard’s Cambridge Central Library and well known friend Northstowe
of LDHS, has recently released a digitised record of his becoming a reality,
we need the strength
Cambridgeshire news articles of
of our members
local news items going back over
when we consult
a hundred years. The snips have
with developers and
been collated into their related
local authorities on
villages. Not all those within the
your behalf. LDHS
Longstanton folder refer directly
also needs your
to Longstanton but, in that they
support: to adapt to
cover stories of crimes and events
changing
in adjacent villages, they all build
circumstances in order to protect the archive and the LDHS
a picture that allows relative
website and to allow us to continue to provide the six free talks
judgements to be made of
annually together with the annual newsletter, report, plus other
activities and mores at the time.
benefits for our members.
Four snips to illustrate the archive:
Haven’t already joined LDHS? Ever y member is vital - it’s our
2 September, 1910. Mr Stear n of the Railway Taver n, membership that provides the mandate for all the work that we do.
Longstanton, went rat-catching the other day and having killed If you are interested in joining the society please email
several he retired indoors. A little later he felt something moving in ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk for a member ship for m, or visit our
his clothing in the region of his waist and to his dismay a full-sized website on http://www.ldhs.org If you do not have a computer,
rat ran out of the leg of his trousers. The rat raced round the house please ring Hilary Stroude on a new number 07595 907300 to
frightening the womankind out of their wits before it was killed request a form. Please leave a message with your name, address
(Always wear cycle clips?).
and telephone number. A membership form will then be sent out to
you.
Tony Cowley

LDHS Public Talks Spring 2017
Friday 3 Mar:

‘The Changing Face of the Public House’
by Mark Donachy (Landlord of The Red Lion in Histon)

Friday 7 April:

‘Suffragettes and Votes for Women’ by Mary Dicken

Friday 5 May

To be confirmed...

All talks/ AGM to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.
Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat.

Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk
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