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statement. As always with these things. there is an aw!
speculation beforehand as people try and second g
contents. From my point of view. there were two e
sweet triumphs. Firstly. the decision to scrap the
changes to tax credits. If you read my article last mo
will recall T had dedicated my maiden speech s
controversially to encouraging the Chancellor to thii
about his plans in this area. So I was absolutely deli
hear the Chancellor’s acknowledgement that this was
thing to do. This is democracy in action.

And if that wasn’t enough, there was the announcemen
all been waiting to hear for decades — the commi
deliver a fairer funding formula for our schools by 2
years, Cambridgeshire has been one of the very lowes
authorities in the country — indeed for some time. -
right at the bottom of the list.

Since being elected. 1 have visited many of our sch
seen first-hand the amazing dedication of our tea
deliver an outstanding education despite having o n
make do. Many of our schools are at breaking p
honestly. I don’t think we could have continued as we
any longer without educational standards really st
slide. So this announcement could not have come a
sooner.

But days aren’t always as positive as this in Westmins
will I am sure, know Parliament recently voted on |
Daesh targets in Syria. Undoubtedly the most diffi
significant vote of my parliamentary career so far. [
decision to vote in favour of this action.
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Village Questionnaire

Many thanks to everyone who filled in their questionnaire online
and on paper. Your response was more than what we would have
expected which is great as it shows a keen interest to provide a
facility which will serve many. They have now been collated and
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Gill Ashby, Chairman LPC



LoNnesTANTON FLOODS GROUP
WE DON’T WANT TO BE ANOTHER YORK OR CUMBRIA!

As many of you know. there are many of our homes that have
been flooded over the vears. the most recent being in August
2014 and prior to that 2001. Following the August flood a Group
was formed of some 20 people from Spiggots Close. Colesfield
and Hattons Road. to “Fight to keep our homes and village flood
free’. as well as to share ideas of how to protect our properties
from further flooding. We can get some good prices on bulk buy-
ing of sand bags. some of us have purchased flood gates whilst
others have made their own, bricked up unnecessary airbricks,
had repointing done on brick work and used a scalant on the low-
er bricks.

After the first meeting we decided to have a regular monthly
meeting at the Pavilion. the next one being on 9th February at
7.30pm. They will take place every 4 weeks on the same day and
at the same time.

Our Group have progressed our cause to ‘Fight to keep our
homes and village flood free’. We are now a sub group of the

We have recently had a meeting at the offices of SCDC in Cam-
bourne. convened by our MP Heidi Allen and her aide. Paula
Wade. with representatives of SCDC, The Environment Agen-
cy. Anglian Water & Cambridgeshire County Council. We now
have their support and ear.

We also met with the NFF, where the Chief Executive attended,
as did representatives from Girton, Bar Hill and Oakington
Flood Groups. We shared ideas and put together an action plan
of 8 points which we would like the NFF (o lead on for us to
stop future flooding. These have also been shared with our MP
and our District Councillor Alex Riley, who is also responsible
for driving many of these for us. The points include:

1. Balancing Ponds (making sure the planned October 2016
date doesn’t slip. as we are led to believe this will benefit
the Village from future flooding).



CHRISTMA

On Saturday 5th December 2015, Longstanton Parish
its first 'Christmas Light Switch On' at the Village C
Crescent. Though the evening was extremely blustery. it
to see so many parishioners turn out to sing some Christn
watch the lights be switched on by Captain Lucas. Hi
Cambridgeshire (the Queen's representative for the County
We wish to express our thanks to Waterbeach Brass who
to make the event a success with their hearty music. It w:
see that Santa was able to take a break from his busy pn
Christmas to come and meet with our local chilc
Longstanton Parish Council would like to say a huge
everyone who helped to make the evening such a success
Co-operative Food Store. Brookfield Groundcare, all the v
many more.

Parish Clerk - Longstanton P,
Photos: R
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More pictures on the front page.

The Over 60s Christmas Lunch Committee: Margaret Coxall,
Erica McAvoy, Hazel Minnett, Rachel Dale, Jean Stripe, Kim
Swann, Pat Allen, Sue Morley, Libby White and Margaret Hunt.



HATTON PARK

Introductions

Hello to all of Longstanton! As the new Headte
Hatton Primary School, I want to say a huge thank
of the staff, pupils and their families for making r
welcome since joining. Hatton Park is a wonderfu
be and T am excited to continue the good work ur
by Mr Try over the past years. Through the Lo
Life, T will keep you all informed of the exciti
happening at our school as the year progresses. I
to say that T am not a stranger to Longstanton. I v
villager myself for 5 years before moving slightl
afield. The Village has certainly changed over the
I am looking forward to the school continuing to
part of Longstanton.

Christmas productions

It seems a very long time away, but the children ¢
did us proud in their performances. The Receptic
and Year 2 children blew us away with 'Hey Ewe!' 1
danced. and most importantly had a great time on 1
reminding us of the true meaning of Christmas.
then upped their game by learning more songs for
to the church. Mayflies Class stole the show w
rendition of Boney M's Mary's Boy Child, comp
dance moves. Key Stage 2 then echoed this w
beautifully sung songs and clear readers. Both vis
church were well attended with standing room only

Westenders

It was with great pleasure that I accompe
wonderful singers to their first performance away
local area. We were booked by a company to sin
guests as they arrived to T‘ﬁeir Christmas dir
setting was amazing with all of the old planes arour
singers were very well received by the guests and
happy to be presented with a chocolate selection |
as a thank you. A big thank you to Mrs Ripley for «
the event, and Mrs Walters and Mrs Ewing for
their time to teach the group. Also, thanks to th
PTA for funding the lovely new T-shirts for the ¢
wear. A big 'well done’ all round!
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juda, Headteacher

of Cambridge.

If you'd like to join us for a chatter and cake. then please feel
free to pop along. We meet at the Village Institute on the 3rd
Monday of the month from 7.45pm - 10pm. Hope to see vou
there!

Debbie Lienau
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Although Christmas seems to have been ages ago
like to thank all the people who came to mx
Christmas and for dancing the night away on New *?
(with thanks to Game Over for supplying the entert:
the conservatory).

We are now looking forward to getting back into
with football on Saturday mornings. with hot dogs.
breakfast rolls and of course the hand warmer that
coffee and hot chocolate. We wish all the teams
hope that it is a great season for them all.

We are receiving quite a few bookings for the conse
the New Year but have not had any suggestior
functions that people would enjoy. We are looking
more boxing evenings as the last one was a success,
open to suggestions. The next big function being S
Day which will be on the actual day this vear — we v
work out the date!

We now have free pool on a Monday evening witl
Hour between 6 and 7 with 50p off per pint of beer.

Here’s to a mild winter, spring is just around the cor
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.. Good luck!
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6.00pm  Every Sunday for traditional evening worship
Lots more detail of weekly events and news on the websit 185,
willinghambaptist.org
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r Sergeant Major
Please contact: Paul Joel (Minister) 07955071160 66
Alan Wright (Secretary) 01954261770
Church Office 01954260538
Church is situated on George Street
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UI Vel d Udy dl e [dues!
Business accounts welcome 1 T
To Oakington
Phone: 01954 260568 Mobile: 07881 921113 :

Email: george@airportxp.co.uk 0 Cambridge —y
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/MIOBILIT‘I'r EQUIPMER

SCOOTERS, STAIRLIFTS, WHEELCHAIF
RISING CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, TOILI
BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHC
AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHION

5 ROOKERY

FEMSTANTORN, Pl

WPedicures  “lanming ‘Faciuals Min
20% OFF for all new clients
wivw. sensesbean ty.org
Tel:07725043600
18 Duddle Drive, Longstanton, Cambridge, (B24 3U4d

Fome visits available on request.







