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V I L L A G E D I A RY
0930-1030

Sunday School

The Rectory, High St. Susan Meah

01954 781258

1100

Tennis Club

The Pavilion

Sarah Ballard

07985 938959

1600-1800

Messy Church

Village Institute*

Susan Meah

01954 781258

1800-2000

Bowls Club

The Pavilion

Marion Edwards

01954 780118

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

2nd of month

1930

Parish Council

Village Institute*

(Open meeting)

3rd of month

1945

W.I.

Village Institute*

Patrizia Peters

01954 781283

Term time

1100-1200

Zumba Gold

Village Institute*

Davina Mee

07779244250

1030-1115
1700-2000
1830-2000

Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers)
Tennis - Junior and adult group coaching
Adult Cricket training

All Saints’ Church
The Pavilion
Recreation Ground

Susan Meah
David Nation
Please just turn up

01954 781258
07974 455735

1845-1930

BodyMod Bootcamp

Recreation Ground

Danny Williams

07946 286068

1900-2100

Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts

Village Institute*

Rory / Martin

07523 854251
07535 646234

1900-2130

ATC (Air Training Corps)

Cadet Centre

1000-1100

Music Madness (0-3yrs)

Village Institute*

Sharon Sennitt

07762206320

1910-2130
1900-2100

Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs)
Bell ringers practice

Cadet Centre
All Saints’ Church

Sgt. Rudderham
Mike Cartwright

07759 056154
01954 781275

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

Thursday

0630-0715
1000-1100
1845-1930
1900
1900-2000
2000-2100

BodyMod Bootcamp
Rainbow Club (bump-1yr)
BodyMod Bootcamp
Football training
Ballroom Dancers, beginners
Ballroom Dancer, advanced

Recreation Ground
Village Institute*
Recreation Ground
Recreation Ground
Hatton Park School
Hatton Park School

Danny Williams
Susan Meah
Danny Williams
Luke McAvoy
Mike Cartwright
Mike Cartwright

07946 286068
01954 781258
07946 286068
07795 321494
01954 781275
01954 781275

Friday

0930-1130

Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4)

Village Institute*

Alice Burrell

07779 363990

1900-2130

ATC (Air Training Corps)

Cadet Centre

1800-2000

Junior Cricket training

Recreation Ground

Janet Hill

01954 261009

0915-1000
1800

BodyMod Bootcamp
Tennis Club Night

Recreation Ground
The Pavilion

Danny Williams
Sarah Ballard

07946 286068
07985 938959

1000-1100

Longstanton Colts Football Club (6 - 12yrs)

Recreation Ground

Louise Gamon

07429 317803

Sunday
3rd of month

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Saturday

01954 781180

* It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings can be made via http://
community.longstantonvillage.org/village-institute/. Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 782323. The Pavilion also
offers private party function facilities, discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g. weddings, birthdays, funerals, with
Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com

Answers to Oct/ Nov’s W, W, W & W?
Photo LDHS via Michael J Bowyer

Where: Ear ith, A1123
Who: To mar k a spot 1.5
miles away from where a
Stirling bomber, from 7 Sqd
RAF Oakington collided with a
Hurricane fighter from No 56
OTU, Sutton Bridge, South
Lincolnshire.
When: 17 J anuar y 1942
Why: All 7 cr ew member s wer e killed. Bottom inscr iption r eads:
“The people of Earith and 7 Sqd and this stone remember them.”

Photo LDHS via Wally Mankelow

Memory Lane, Who, Where, When and Why?

7th November 1999

Again I must thank John Fletcher for correcting a name in the answer we gave to
the Aug/Sept poser. He believes that the lady standing on George Dean’s left is
Bessie Coatman.
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,
How time flies, the last issue of this year already! Are we all
quietly hoping for a crisp and white Christmas?
In this issue we are remembering Tom Eaton, who sadly passed
away earlier this month. He regularly attended local events and his
photographs provide a fantastic record of life in our village. He will be
truly missed!
Sam and Pete Nightingale are back from Uganda and they sent
us a great a story about the amazing charity work they were doing
there for two years. Thank you both for the interesting contribution!
We also want to say thank you to Michael Traherne and Julia
Holt, whose beautiful Christmas pictures are on the front and back
pages of our magazine. Well done, both!
Please don't miss our Christmas Competitions (for adults and
for juniors!) for a chance to win some chocolates!
Lastly, we would like to thank you, our readers and advertisers,
for your constant support and interesting contributions and we hope to
hear even more from you next year, so please keep sending us your
articles, letters and photos. We wish you all a Merry Christmas and
very happy New Year 2017!
Our contact details:
· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village Institute,
24 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife
The Editorial Team
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Please note that the copy deadline for the
February-March 2017 edition of
Longstanton Life is

Thursday, 5th January 2017
Contributions for next issue: by email to
longstantonlife@hotmail.com
or drop off at the Village Institute
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS
MP for Cambridgeshire

I was thrilled and
humbled
to
be
awarded ‘Conservative
Newcomer MP of the
Year’
by
the
Patchwork foundation.
The award looked at
the work my team and
I have been doing to
give a voice to under
represented
people,
such as the disabled community. I only learn about those without
a voice because you tell me – so please keep your emails,
thoughts and feedback coming - I’m listening.
As always, you’re welcome to come to my “no
appointment needed” drop in surgeries. The next date
is Saturday 10th December at a venue tbc.

Heidi Allen

This month, we’re once again in unchartered
waters, both nationally with regards to Brexit
and also locally in terms of the City Deal.
Whilst it’s frustrating to ask people to be
patient, in this fast paced, modern, Twitter
dominated world it’s easy to underestimate the
value of scrutiny and consultation. We
shouldn’t. Taking time to consult, probe and
examine what is being put forwards is the
starting point for any successful negotiation and I remain
confident that we have some sound navigators at the helm, being
held to account by democracy in action.
I have been vocal about my opposition to the City Deal plan for
Busway 3 and 3A (Cambourne to Cambridge route via the
Westfields.) I sense the City Deal board are rushing because of
spending deadlines imposed at deal inception, so I am working
with the board and central Government to see whether we might
be able to link the City Deal with the impending Cambridgeshire
devolution deal. I believe a more creative and workable solution
is possible which offers better value for money than the
£140million partial route currently on the table. I’ll make sure
my voice is in the mix as these discussions move forwards.
The City Deal is just one of the ways I’m working with local and
central government to improve things locally. My other big
focus continues to be education. I’m not letting up on the fairer
funding issue for our schools and met with Minister Nick Gibb
recently to push for further action. I’m also championing a
campaign to recruit more teachers into Cambridgeshire and have
worked with the County Council and Anglia Ruskin University
to host a Teacher Training Information Event. It will be held on
17th November, at 6pm at ARU and you can find more details
on my website. If we have any budding teachers out there, this is
your chance to find out how you can make a real difference to
our children’s futures. Watch out for a follow up Teacher
Recruitment Fair in the Spring too. I’m also speaking to our
planning department to see how we can provide key worker
housing to attract the best and most talented teachers to our
constituency.
The new Papworth Hospital
found a unique way to
celebrate their next phase
of development as they
invited me to ‘Top Out’
their new building on the
Addenbrooke’s
campus.
Having helped to level out
a slab of concrete, a fir tree
was swung over the
building to ward away bad
luck. Apparently it’s a
tradition of the Norwegian contractor Skanska! The new site is
extremely impressive with state of the art theatres, en suite
bedrooms and world class research facilities. Another great local
NHS success story.
I met more of our extraordinary talent this month when I visited
the Technology Partnership in Melbourn, with the Prime
Minister’s new advisor on Industrial Policy. TTP flagged up a
need to support British companies through sustained local
growth that builds on R&D work, rather than outsourcing
innovation to foreign suppliers. I’m proud of the work our local
research is producing and will do everything I can to keep South
Cambridgeshire as one of the brightest stars in the research,
technology and science cluster.
I highlighted the importance of your contributions to the
Boundary Review in my last newsletter but if you live in
Bassingbourn, the Mordens, Melbourn or Queen Edith’s and
want to stay part of the South Cambridgeshire constituency,
please make your voice heard on the consultation website www.bce2018.org.uk. Every submission really matters, I don’t
want to lose you!

You can find full details on my website:
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/residents-drop-surgeries or drop me
an email at heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk or call my office at
01954 212707.

District Councillor Notes
Devolution
South Cambs DC were due to have voted on
this subject on 17 November, but owing to
various reasons our vote has been postponed.
Instead I will fill you in on some of the issues
around this subject.
The case for Devolution is set out in the notes
from my County Councillor colleague, Peter
Hudson, on the next page.
The area for this “Combined Authority” (CA) consists of the
City Councils for Cambridge and Peterborough, Cambridgeshire
County Council and the 4 District Councils, together with the
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP).

The CA consists of the Mayor plus a representative from
each of these eight bodies.

The Government absolutely insists on there being a
Mayor at the helm.

The Mayor has considerable power. No vote of the CA
counts unless the Mayor is in favour, and it takes no
fewer than SIX CA members to vote down any idea of
the Mayor’s. Some key decisions require a higher level
of support from CA members.
The reason for the recent flurry of excitement is that the
Government has decreed that nothing short of unanimous votes
by all 7 CA councils by Thursday 24 November will allow
devolution to proceed, though it was still updating essential
documents during Monday 15 November. Some of these votes
are likely to be very close.
Given the list of goodies (i.e. money) on offer, you may wonder
why the votes are not a foregone conclusion. Let me give you
some of the reasons.
I tried the other night to convince my wife that this was not “just
another layer of local government”. I’m afraid I failed.

The CA duplicates pretty entirely the current County
Council geographically.

It is generally accepted that the Mayor of London has
been a successful position. This individual sits above all
the London Boroughs and has the power to impose
overall Transport solutions in a way that would not
Continued on next page ...
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It would also support infrastructure development which will
unlock the housing potential at Wyton and the development of a
new Master Plan for St Neots. Rail improvements, including a
new station at Soham, (new rolling stock, improved King’s
Lynn, Cambridge, London, Wisbech rail).

Skills – making sure there are the right skills to support jobs and
business as well as the prosperity of our communities.
Peterborough University and regional joined up higher
education offer. Area Review post 16 education and training.
This devolution deal is the start of a journey for Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough. Other areas, such as Manchester, have negotiated a series
of devolution deals. Signing up now and delivering millions of pounds
of additional funding will open up further opportunities for more
powers and funding to be handed down in the future.
A great response to the consultation
We must listen to what our communities have said. They have told us
loud and clear that they support devolution and the MORI survey gives
us real confidence that the views we have received are representative.

The public, business and stakeholders have shown clear support
for our proposals and they want to see more decisions made
locally - and they want the opportunities and funding that our
deal represents

To hear from over 4,000 people across the county is a great
response and much higher than some similar consultations in
the UK.

The Ipsos MORI poll, which has a 95% level of confidence that
the views expressed represent those of the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough population, found:
1.
Support for the principle of devolution - 55% for and 15%
opposed
2.
Should powers be devolved from Government to District, City
and County Councils as part of a Combined Authority - 61% for
and 15% opposed
3.
Support for a mayor as part of a combined authority to access
the benefits of the proposed deal - 57% for and 25% opposed
Mayor

The Government has been very clear that if we want to secure
millions of pounds of additional funding for our communities
through this devolution deal a mayor is part of that package.

A mayor will give the combined authority a focal point to make
sure we can work with Government and deliver the best results
for local people.

They will be directly elected by the people BUT there will be
checks and balances to make sure what is being done benefits
the communities they serve.

otherwise be possible. The hope is that the mayor of
Greater Manchester could work in a similar way. But our
CA consists of three very different areas with widely differing needs: Greater Cambridge, Peterborough, and Fenland. Unlike London and Manchester we lack overall
coherence.

With typical insensitivity, the Government is insisting
that the CA starts operation in January and that elections
for the Mayor are on 4 May 2017. No-one that I know of
has even tossed their hat into the ring.

The next decree concerns the organisation of the CA.
The seven representatives (who will almost certainly be
the leaders of their councils) will be formed into a Cabinet, each with a Portfolio. What the Portfolios are and
who gets which is to be determined by the Mayor. (This
is at least rather less barmy than the Government’s earlier
insistence that there should be a CA set up for Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. This would have led to
a “Cabinet” of 28, with 28 Portfolios!) Some of the Portfolios (e.g. Housing and Transport) will be seen as very
important, others as virtually irrelevant.

There will be a Scrutiny committee, with representatives
from all CA councils, but its implementation is rather
vague. I gather that senior CA officers have already been
appointed!
Well. So much for my concerns. On the positive side it will
give us the chance to do quite a lot more to create some properly
affordable homes (most people now realise that the word
“Affordable” is a joke in this context). It will also give us budgets for dealing with the lamentably deficient road and rail infrastructure in our region.
For this reason I will be supporting the devolution proposal, and
will do what I can to persuade my council colleagues to do the
same.
If you have any concerns or need clarification please contact me
on cllr.riley@scambs.gov.uk or ring me on 01954 208000 and I
will do my best to help.
Alex Riley, District Councillor

County Councillor

Peter Hudson

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Devolution
Many residents have asked me for some details
on the proposed devolution deal between the
Government
and
the
Cambridgeshire
Authorities. This is where we are at the present
time, with the full County Council debating and
voting on 15th November.
We have a unique opportunity for additional
powers and millions of pounds of funding to be
devolved down from Government. This will
make sure decisions that impact on people locally are made at a local
level.
The benefits include:

A new £20million annual fund for the next 30 years
(£600million) to support economic growth, development of
local infrastructure and jobs.

A new £100million housing fund to be invested over the next
five years to build more homes in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough including affordable, rented and shared
ownership. In addition £70million fund to be used to build more
council rented homes in Cambridge over the next five years
because house prices are so high in the city.

Providing up to 5,000 affordable homes in the next five years.
72,000 homes over fifteen years. New large garden town
settlements.

Infrastructure - unblock major transport / economic bottlenecks
that could stifle our area. Will also support new housing and
grow market towns – such as the Wisbech Garden Town.
Including improvements such as the A14/A142 junction and
upgrades to the A10 and the A47 as well as Ely North junction.

Cost of Mayor and authority
Devolution is not about creating another layer of local government. It is
about working more efficiently and removing a layer of central
Government and handing decision making back to local people.
It is about creating a structure that can make sure the whole of
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have a voice to make sure the right
decisions are made for the area as a whole. It will also empower
councils to be able to do more.
It will be a lean and effective authority - using, where possible, existing
resources. But crucially making sure there is a small but effective team
in place that will be essential in delivering nearly £800 million in
infrastructure and housing while doubling the local economy.
Peter Hudson
Editor’s Notes on Devolution:
In order to provide some additional balance to this issue, we are summarising the
views of those who are voting against:

The deal is offering a relatively small amount of capital spending power
(£20 million a year builds about 5 miles of road) in return for devolving a
large amount of power to a directly elected Mayor and new Combined
Authority

The additional layer will add confusion to decisions on planning, with
some being made District Councils, some by County Councils, some by
Mayor and some by the Combined Authority. If some unpopular decisions
are made, every layer can blame someone else and no-will be fully accountable

The Office of the new Mayor is expected to cost £881k a year , £6 million
in total over 5 years for a layer of bureaucracy which could be handled by
existing local councils.
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Longstanton Parish Council

The WG was tasked, by the Longstanton Village Institute
committee, to take this information away and look at what could
be achieved. Several members of the group have spent an
enormous amount of time looking at fitting your wishes into this
build. To summarise, work has carried on as follows:
1.
A number of existing Hubs in our region have been visited
for practical feedback to meet the village's explicit needs.
2.
A new Charity is being set up for the project.
3.
The Working Group had to decide on one architect to
prepare the design for planning permission.
4.
The Hub is a large and complex building and will require
substantial funding. The WG is investigating sources of
funding, some of which it is hoped will involve the
community.
5.
The financial viability of the Hub is being investigated. An
important aim is for the Hub facilities to be utilised as fully
as possible (i.e. lie idle as little as possible). Cllr Neil
McPhater, Vice-Chairman is currently preparing a detailed
Business Plan to have a better understanding of associated
costs and revenues and how the facilities will be run and
administered.
6.
Lastly and most importantly we want to actively involve
parishioners who have already expressed an interest, and
those who wish to indicate interest now, in participating in
our Hub initiative. Could those interested please contact the
Parish Clerk to establish your specific interest and your
relevant skills.

John Street

I write this, my first article, in my position of
Chairman
of
Longstanton
Parish
Council. This follows the resignation of Cllr
Mrs Ashby as Chairman in anticipation of
her move away from the village. Please may
I take this opportunity to thank Cllr Mrs
Ashby for the tremendous work she has done
for the Parish Council since 2012.
Ongoing Council Work
I am sure you wonder what work it is that your Parish Council
does. So, half way through the financial year, I feel it is an ideal
time to let you know what we have been up to and what we are
working on for the future:

Longstanton Parish Council has been awarded the
Foundation Level of the Local Council Award
Scheme. This achievement recognises that your council
achieves good practice in governance, community
engagement
and
council
improvement. Moreover, Longstanton Parish Council goes
above and beyond our legal obligations, leading our
community and continuously seeking opportunities to
improve and develop even further.

Longstanton
Parish
Council
are
supporting
the Speedwatch Initiative and with assistance from
Cambridgeshire Police have arranged training for
volunteers in the village. If you are interested in taking
part, please contact the Parish Clerk for further
information.

Work has started on creating a Community Plan for the
village. This plan will enable residents to help shape
ongoing projects, highlight areas that are important to them,
what concerns them, etc. within the village. In order that
this plan can be tailored to the requirements of the village,
help will be sought from residents and questionnaires sent
to households for their input.

The younger members of our community are still without
any suitable facilities to keep them entertained and safe
when not at home. Councillors have been talking with
experts who have provided some advice and ideas to move
forward. We will be asking for input from our younger
members in the near future.

It is that time of year where the Council looks at the budget
for 2017/18. This takes time and has to be approved at the
January 2017 meeting of the Council to be able to raise the
precept from South Cambridgeshire District Council.

We will be looking at better ways to communicate everything
going on with this project, including a new Facebook page, email
updates, and frequent updates to the community website.
Ending Notes
Before I finish, I wanted to confirm that there will be a Christmas
Light Switch On event on Saturday 10th December on the Village
Green (Nelson Crescent). Along with the brass band, Hattons Park
Choir have agreed to join us in our celebrations. Please join us for
some hot dogs, mince pies and mulled wine and our local WI
Group will be there with tea, coffee and cakes!
Longstanton Parish Council currently has a vacancy for a
Councillor. Longstanton Parish Council consists of 11 voluntary
Councillors. The Council represents the village and its inhabitants.
A Parish Council term is for four (4) years. The current term runs
until May 2018.
If you are over 18 years of age, are a British, Commonwealth or
EU citizen and comply with a brief list of eligibility criteria
regarding where you live or work, plus have an interest in your
village and time to commit to the Council then you could become
a Parish Councillor.
If you would like more information about joining the Parish
Council, please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council at
parish.clerk@longstantonvillage.org

Northstowe Wor k is in full swing on Nor thstowe with Bloor
Homes having started construction on Housing Parcel H1 (west of
the B1050) and their sales office planned for November. Planning
applications from other developers are coming in thick and fast
with pre-planning applications being brought before members
prior to a full meeting of the Council.
By the time you read this, work should have ceased on the
movement of soil from attenuation ponds on the B1050 to the
Phase 1 site. As this concludes, you will be aware that the work
on the A14 upgrade has commenced. We have asked Highways
England to keep us up to date on progress and will forward this
information to you.
With our primary school children walking to the Northstowe
Pathfinder School, Longstanton Parish Council has engaged with
Hattons Park School and some children have designed some safety
posters which we are hoping to have made into signs to be placed
around the village to highlight road safety in all its forms.
New Community Facilities You will r ecall that the Wor king
Group (WG) responsible for considering a potential new
community facility held a drop-in at the Village Institute in April
2016. At this drop-in, plans from 4 architects were displayed and
comments were asked of those who attended to understand their
thoughts and desires for a new build.

John Street
Chairman LPC

Advertisement
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SAM AND PETE NIGHTINGALE BACK FROM UGANDA!
As you read this Pete and I are back in
Longstanton after nearly two years of volunteering in the rural community of Kanungu in
South West Uganda. We had the most amazing,
challenging, wonderful, frustrating, humbling,
experience that I am going to try to share with
you in 900 words!
Kanungu is a ten hour drive from Entebbe international airport and two hours from the nearest
tarmac. It is on the edge of the mountainous
equatorial rainforest. Two annual rainy reaChildren at break time sons, lots of sun and temperatures of 21-26°C
mean that crops such as matoke (a bit like
plantain which is eaten boiled), rice, maize (made into a sticky porridge called posho), tomatoes, onions, cabbage, green peppers, potatoes (called Irish) and sweet potatoes (called just potatoes!) grow
well. The majority of the population have a small patch of family
land and are subsistence farmers living below the poverty line. The
community is impoverished. We spend more in the UK on coffee per
year than the government of Uganda has to spend on all services for
the whole population - including health, education, roads, social services etc. Uganda generates its electricity from hydropower - the infrastructure is poor so on average power is available about half the
time. At one stage we were six weeks without electricity. Water is
collected from rivers and carried in jerry cans on the heads of children and women although some places have a local piped supply and
there is a national water grid. This of course costs money so it isn’t an
option for most people. Even though we had access to water, supply
was intermittent and we were used to water being off for periods of
time. And don’t get me started on internet access! Healthcare in the
village is supplied by the local government health clinic which has one GP
serving 30,000 people, limited drugs,
no power, no emergency access, no
clinics for chronic disease (although
there is a HIV clinic). The village also
has a small private clinic with no doctor – they were very helpful in providing the right drugs when Pete caught
Water Project
malaria. The nearest hospital is a two
hour drive on dirt roads and although having an operating theatre and
doctors the level of healthcare provision is incredibly low compared
to the UK. We will never moan about the NHS again!
All the work we did was in the field of education. First of all, we
managed a project allowing volunteers from the developed world the
opportunity to teach English, Maths and Science in primary schools.
Schools in Kanungu are not at all like our wonderful Hatton Park!
There are often 60-80 children in a class and the teacher only has a
blackboard and chalk. Walls are brick, floors are mud, and rooves are
tin. There are no pictures on the walls, no yummy food at lunch time,
no interactive whiteboards and no games to aid learning. What volunteers bring is a creativity, energy, drive, great English language skills

and a passion for helping alleviate poverty by giving children the
chance to thrive and excel. Each team of volunteers also spend a day
in secondary school spreading the safe sex message and take part in a
community project – renovating impassable school roads, painting
walls, fixing classroom floors, etc! Volunteers joining us were housed
at a purpose built lodge overlooking the rainforest – we managed the
staff, the program, the buildings, the health and safety, the budget, the
development – everything!
Our second role was at the local
higher education establishment in
a management support role. In
our time Great Lakes Regional
College became a University
which was partly down to our
project management to open a
new Science Education Faculty.
This is such an important step
forward. Few young people
choose to study science because
Opening of the Science Education Faculty
it isn’t taught to a high standard.
And if no one studies science how does Uganda have enough health
professionals, engineers, agriculturalists and other much needed professions? So the new faculty trains local people to be inspired, exciting, dynamic teachers so that more young people choose to be scientists in years to come. We have also upgraded many classrooms, toilets, showers and improved water collection.
The third part of our volunteering was implementing projects through
the UK charity Inspiring Futures, thus enabling people to give donations in an accountable way. We have project managed the supply of
text books to ten schools, facilitated a toilet block, built a school hall
and most importantly provided six primary schools with access to
clean drinking water for their students so they no longer have to use
river water where people and animals drink, bathe and go to the toilet. This means that over 2000 children avoid getting sick at school
which will help their attendance improve and their education to flourish.
And finally we have also project
managed a sexual health project that
allows 60 teachers to meet four
times a year to learn about sexual
health issues – from contraception to
child abuse, from sugar daddy
awareness to empathetic listening –
so that they can educate their peers Sexual health conference
and become a point of contact for
children to ask about issues that otherwise remain taboo in this conservative society. Education is the key to making informed decisions
about reproductive health that are so important if the rate of teenage
pregnancy, HIV and sexually transmitted diseases are to fall.
It’s been a very busy two years!
Sam and Pete Nightingale

THE PASSING OF TOM EATON
On Monday 17 October, the funeral of Tom Eaton took place. Tom was
well known locally for his photographic expertise and generous nature; he
always gave freely of his time and regularly attended local sporting events
and charity functions at his own expense. His pictures, which date back
many years, provide a fantastic record of life in our village; they are
housed in the Parish Office, and residents both new and old would find
them well worth a look. In 2010, Tom was nominated for the SCDC
award for a village hero; he was a truly worthy winner of the first prize.
Tom’s name will continue to live on in the village; when the Home Farm
development was under way, the Parish Council was asked to name two
roads; the suggestions were Erine Kides, a local campaigner (Kides Crescent), and Tom Eaton (Eaton Way). Thank you for the memories and the
joy that you brought to so many of us, Tom - may you rest in peace.
With many thanks to Mick Yarrow, who attended Tom’s funeral, for
providing this information.
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WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES

Reception Tel: Willingham 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469
Option 2 Health Visitors: 01954 207612 Out of hour s cover : Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpr actice.nhs.uk
* Occurrences of head-lice infestation.
* Treatment of oral or vaginal thrush.

Out of Hours Care Please r emember to phone Ur gent Car e
Cambridge on 111 if you require medical attention when the surgery
is closed. Please remember that Accident & Emergency is intended
for life threatening conditions or if you are likely to need an X-ray.
Repeat Prescriptions The last date for or der ing r epeat prescr iptions in time for Christmas holidays is Wednesday the 21st of December. The last date for collection of medicines before Christmas
will be Friday the 23rd of December by 1pm at Longstanton Surgery and 6.30pm at Willingham Pharmacy.
Christmas Lucky Squares in aid of Magpas £1 each Ar e available from reception in Willingham & Longstanton surgeries. Many
prizes including food hampers, chocolates and other goodies can be
won so please buy a ticket or donate a prize. Thank you and good
luck!
Self Care Medication Winter months ar e ver y busy times for
GP Surgeries and it is very helpful if some minor conditions are
treated with over the counter medicines. Why not visit our Willingham Pharmacy and stock up your medicine cabinet for the Christmas holidays. This is a short list of some minor conditions which
you can treat at home.
* Treatment of acute pain, such as headache.
* Management of coughs & colds.
* Reducing body temperature where there is a small increase in
temperature.
* Treating one-off constipation and/or diarrhea.
* Treating minor abrasions or irritated skin.
* Minor allergic responses.

Flu Vaccinations Clinics ar e now set up so please phone the sur gery to arrange an appointment for you flu vaccination.
Cambridgeshire Hearing Clinics The next Hear ing Aid Clinics
will be held at Willingham Surgery on Wed 21st December from 24pm. No appointment necessary, just pop along for your free NHS
hearing aid batteries and for help and advice regarding hearing loss.
Willingham Pharmacy The Phar macy is r equir ed by the NHS to
conduct a Patient Satisfaction Survey so please complete a paper
survey in the Pharmacy or complete the on line survey by visiting
www.cppsurvey.co.uk. Thank you for your support and a Very Happy Christmas from the Pharmacy Team.
****ALL THE STAFF AT THE SURGERY WOULD LIKE
TO WISH OUR PATIENTS A VERY HEALTHY AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS! ****
Sharon Unwin – Manager – December 2016
Our surgeries will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day, Boxing Day, Public Holiday Tuesday 27th December,
New Year’s Eve, New Years Day
& Public Holiday 2nd January

LONGSTANTON WILDLIFE
It’s Christmas time, and in this issue we’re
going to look at a couple of wildlife species
associated with this time of year!

visiting our gardens! Reindeer as we call them in Europe, are
also known as Caribou in America. Reindeer live in North
America such as Canada and Alaska, and, in Europe, Russia
and Greenland….and of course in the north pole with Santa!
Reindeer are mammals and they can live for up to 15 years in
the wild. They live in woodlands, forests, mountains and
grasslands. Reindeer are herbivores and eat moss, grass and
plants. Their fur can be different colours such as brown and
grey, sometimes they can have a bit of white fur on their body
too. They are part of the deer family and can really have red
noses!! This is because of the large number of blood vessels in
the reindeer’s nasal area which help to regulate their body
temperature. Their distinctive feature are their antlers. Did you
know that reindeer are the only deer where both males and
females grow antlers?! The antlers fall off and regrow every
year. Reindeer shed their antlers in winter. The antlers are
rubbery and they are made of living tissue such as blood and
marrow
when
they
are
growing. They grow until
around August time after which
the bone starts to harden.
Reindeer antlers are unique like
human fingerprints! Reindeer
are about 4ft tall, this is their
body height without the antlers.
Their antlers are usually about
an extra 3ft tall! Reindeers use their hooves to dig for food in
the snow. Did you know reindeer can run up to 50 mph?! A
male reindeer is called a Buck, the female is called a Doe and
a baby reindeer is called a Fawn. But can you name all of
Santa’s reindeer?

Robins, also called redbreasts,
are one of the best known and
favourite of all British birds. In
fact, the robin is Britain’s
National Bird! The robin is a
member of the thrush family.
Robins have a distinctive red
breast and face. The underside
of their body is grey, and they have a brown head, wings and
tail. Did you know each robin has a distinct breast pattern?
Young or juvenile robins have brown not red breasts and the
red feathers grow after their first moult. Robins are common
visitors to our gardens, and they can be lured to the garden by
putting food out for them. So, if you want to see robins this
winter remember to put some bird food out in the garden for
them such as sunflower seeds! In winter, the robin puffs up its
plumage to isolate its body against the cold and keep warm.
Robins are very territorial birds; male and female robins have
their own territories in the winter and sing the same winter
song. Most pairs of robins raise about 3-5 broods of chicks a
year. Robins do not live for very long, usually no longer than 8
years. Robins are omnivores; they eat insects, worms, berries
and seeds. Their wingspan is around 20cm. Robins can be
found in woodlands, parks and gardens. Did you know that
postmen used to be called robins because of their red coats?
And the reason they are associated with Christmas cards is
because the cards were delivered by the red-coated postmen or
“robins”?

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!

Another animal commonly found on Christmas cards is
reindeer, though unfortunately we don’t see these creatures

Manjeet Bolla
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES
LONGSTANTON COLTS
FOOTBALL CLUB
The Longstanton Colts Football Club is made
up of 7 different age groups ranging from U6 to U17. Training and matches can be seen taking place and filling the recreation ground with people each Saturday morning from September to March. Come rain or shine (mostly raining today)
our youngsters spend an hour running around, having fun,
learning and competing amongst their peers.
As Adam Halcrow reports for the U9s:
“We have had a great start to the Cambridge Mini Soccer
league season and are really enjoying our first season in the
cup, where we are through to the third round. So, fingers
crossed the success continues.
It is great coaching the team along with Armando Tommaso:
the team spirit is excellent, and the children are improving all
the time. It's brilliant seeing initially unlikely heroes shine,
and for me it is rewarding to do something for my local community”.

The U15 team after their first away win.
The newly formed U15s have had a good start to their season,
having won half of their games. The team currently sits 4th in
the Hunts league.
Kate Bunch & Andy Robb

LONGSTANTON TENNIS CLUB

the 2016 season, but I’m sure we can gain home advantage in
2017 when we host everyone in return on our brand new surWinter isn’t usually a face.
busy time of year in
the tennis world, but David Nation’s first half
the last couple of term of coaching proved
months have been all extremely popular, with
go in Longstanton! If all sessions fully booked.
you’ve visited the The next half term course
courts recently, you’ll is currently running, but
have noticed they are do please contact David
on
dalooking rather different. We took advantage of the unseason- directly
ably mild October/early November weather and committed to vidnation@hotmail.co.uk
having the courts resurfaced. Many thanks to everyone in- if you are interested in
volved in making this happen, ensuring we have high quality signing up for future
courses. Coaching is available to both members and nontennis facilities right on our doorstep.
members, and we have both adult and junior sessions. We
hope to be able to increase the number of coaching sessions
The courts are already playable again,
available in the Spring, so do please register your interest
so now could be the perfect time to
directly with David and he can keep you updated.
start playing or dust off your racquet
and get back out on court. The final
Further details, including the cost of each course, can also be
painting of the lovely new surface will
found on our website http://www.longstantontennis.co.uk/
be the second phase of the project,
coaching.html
planned for March/April 2017, so there
Finally, hope to see all members at our end of season/ Christwill be minimal disruption to the main
mas party and celebrate another successful year.
playing season next year.
If you’d like to find out more about the club, please contact
Sarah Ballard on 07985 938959, or pop down to one of the
club sessions and meet some of the other members. Club
nights are Wednesdays and Fridays from 6pm, Sunday mornings from 11am and Thursday evenings from 7:30pm for
Congratulations to our mixed team, who have come top of more competitive play. Alternatively, the tennis courts are
Division 2 in the Business Houses League for the 2016 sea- available to all on a ‘pay and play’ basis (£5 per hour). Just
son. Looking forward to collecting our silverware at the phone Rachel (780704) and borrow a key.
AGM in April next year. The men’s team finished comfortaSarah Ballard
bly mid table after playing all of their matches. We had the
07985 938959
additional challenge of playing all of our matches away in
Fundraising to support these upgrades remains a major focus
for the club, so do please look out for activities we’ll be publicising in the coming months (open to both members and
non-members) and we hope you’ll be able to take part.
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HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
Hello again to all of Longstanton.

lead a variety of activities on a rota basis at lunchtimes. These are
spread out over a number of weeks and allow the children to
practise their leadership skills. They even get their own cap.

It is hard to believe that a whole term has slipped by and we are
approaching Christmas. Our Reception children are busily
practising their songs for their Nativity, and the Year 1 and 2
children are learning their parts for their production of ‘Ralph the
Reindeer’. There will be photos in the next issue! The older
children will be inviting their families to a carol concert and we
will be encouraging many of the school community to join the
village at the Christmas lights switch-on. Our Westenders choir
will be singing a few songs at the event too, as well as at the Over
60’s Annual Christmas Dinner.

With respect to our temporary
move, I must say thank you to the
village for getting behind us and
keeping our children safe on the
way to and from school. The
Parish Council has asked the
children to design safety posters
for use along the route. We are all
waiting for the first ones to go
up! Many road users are more
aware of our children and their families, especially in their Co-Op
hi-vis vests. Now we just ask you to continue to watch your speed
as you enter and exit Longstanton from the Willingham end. The
work has now started on our usual building back in the centre of
the Village and I look forward to reporting on its progress over the
year.

We are looking forward to
getting behind the Children in
Need charity this week. We had
a wonderful visit from the real
Pudsey Bear, who also gave us
lots of cuddlies, bands and other
goodies to sell and raise money
for a good cause. Huge thanks go
to Ms Starr, our new Reception/
KS1 leader, for organising an
afternoon of fun and games.

Hatton Park’s Governing Body is changing and needs more
members from our local community who are passionate about
their local school. If you think that you would like to step up to
this challenge and find out more about the role, please email the
school on office@hattonpark.cambs.sch.uk, stating your interest
and our Chair will be happy to send you more information.

This week, both of our Tag Rugby and Netball teams played their
first games of the season. The children were once again a credit to
the school and put their all into the spirit of the games. Thanks
goes to Mr Canavan and Mrs Jones who
give up their time to train the children.
Our clubs at Hatton Park are going strong
and at present we offer: gardening,
football, tag rugby, chess, colouring,
Lego, netball, French, tennis, homework
and gymnastics. Many of these are led by
staff, parents or people from the
Longstanton community and we are very
grateful to them all.

There is one last request from our class School Council
representatives. If you are having a clear-out over the Christmas
period, the children would love any good quality games for them
to use at break-times when the weather is rather wet and they
cannot go outside. They have raised a little money to buy their
own but with our growing numbers, a few extra would be
wonderful. Any quality board games, card games or suchlike
would be greatly appreciated.
Have a wonderful festive break and I will
report from Hatton Park again in the New Year!

In addition, we have recently had our
Year 5 children trained as Play Leaders.
The South Cambs School Sports
Partnership delivered the training which will enable the children to

Anthony Aguda, Headteacher

NEWS FROM LONGSTANTON BREAKFAST CLUB,
PRE-SCHOOL AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
We have just completed our first half term in our new, albeit
temporary, setting and have well and truly settled in.

pictures so that they
might
share
her
experience and have a
greater understanding of
how other children in
the world live.

The children have been busy getting used
to the new layout and the spacious
environment and chatting to their friends
now at ‘big school’ through the fence.
After watching the nearby trucks and
diggers the children developed their own
building site within our wild garden. They
have had lots of water play in our new water trays both indoors
and outdoors and were recently inspired by Reception Class to
build their own fairy garden.

Longstanton breakfast club, pre-school and after school club is an
established childcare service located in Hatton Park Primary
School managed by the Pre-school Learning Alliance. We provide
high quality sessional care for children aged 2 years to 11 years
old. We are open term time from 7.45am to 6.00pm Monday to
Friday. If you would like to discuss your childcare needs further,
please feel free to visit during our working hours or you can
contact the manager on 01223 491623 or by email at
longstanton@pre-school.org.uk

Recently, the children and team were sad to say goodbye to one of
our relief team members who has once again gone off to work as
a volunteer in the Ugandan Slums, however, she is keeping in
regular contact with the children via email and sending them

Tracey Leach, Manager
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LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS PLAYGROUP
Longstanton's toddler group for 0-4 years has enjoyed a bumper
winter term with plenty of little faces
(both new to the group and veteran
attendees). We've been busy with lots of
super crafts (we get out the paints and
glitter quite regularly so you don't have to
unleash the mess at home). We have
made autumn pictures, woolly sheep,
super socks, colour-changing painted
chameleons and more. The children have
also enjoyed the story time with fresh
fruit snack kindly donated by the Co-Op.
The last sessions before Christmas will
no doubt be filled with exciting festive crafts before we take a
break for the holidays. The group runs on Fridays 9.30am 11am term time only in the Village Institute and asks for a

donation of £1 per family per session. No
need to pre-book, just come along on the day
to make new friends.
The committee wishes to thank all those who
lend a hand with the running of the group
both regularly and ad-hoc. If you have your
own pre-school child who will come to the
group with you and you feel you could help out by joining the
volunteer committee then please speak to one of us at the weekly
sessions.
Please see our facebook page to keep up-to-date with running
times: https://www.facebook.com/groups/littleleprechauns/
Alice Burrell

LONGSTANTON FLOOD ACTION GROUP
Latest News
The digging of the attenuation ponds on Hattons Road (B1050)
appears to be complete, with work now focusing on the
landscaping and drainage between the 2 ponds. Once the drainage
is in place we should benefit from a flood free Longstanton for
many years to come
The group has recently completed a questionnaire for the flood
team at County Council who wanted some detailed flood
information for the area
Our History
Longstanton FAC was formed by a group concerned by the
flooding which occurs in the village. The most recent major floods
occurred in 2001 and 2014, with some residents being out of their
homes for ten months both times.

The Pavilion
Tel: 01954 782233
Over Road, Longstanton
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com
Find us on Facebook

Our aim is to protect village properties from future flooding, and
we are now a Working Group of the Parish Council. We are also
members of The National Flood Forum from whom we take
advice.
We meet regularly at the Pavilion to discuss matters such as the
latest flood situation, how we can help ourselves to be ready for
any future event, and to campaign to keep the issue of flood
prevention a priority, especially during the creation of Northstowe.
New members always welcome.
Please see our website (http://www.longstantonfloodaction.org),
join
our
Facebook
page
(https://www.facebook.com/
groups/896623370456386/) or come along to one of our meetings
in The Pavilion if you are interested.
Jackie Long

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 23.00
Friday: 17.00 until 23.30
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.30
Sunday: 12.00 until 22.30

OPENING
HOURS
011..0....

Autumn has arrived, and we are pleased to announce that we will
soon be getting a full size tennis table. This will need to be booked
in advance, but we hope it will be a big hit for our customers.
Outside, the tennis courts are undergoing maintenance, and the car
park has had the pot-holes filled.
We would like to say a big thank you to those of you who attended
the children’s Halloween party, we hope both you and your
children enjoyed the evening. Also a huge thank you to Batman
who surprised the children, then handed out glow-sticks and
sweets. Batman and other characters can be booked via
‘Cambridge Party Heroes’ on Facebook.
Over the next few weeks will be gearing up for the festive period,
and we will be holding our annual Children’s Christmas party on

18th December, which is Free Entry. For New Year’s Eve, our
karaoke and disco will be Free Entry, we hope to see you there. We
will of course, still be open over the festive period.
Finally, we remind everyone that although we are referred to as the
social club, The Pavilion runs as a non-members bar and as such
we welcome everyone to come and join us to watch Sky, BT Sport
and join in with all the sporting facilities that are around. If you
have any suggestions for an event you would like us to host, or any
questions or queries, please contact us via the website or on our
Facebook page.
Michael, Suzanne and The Pavilion Team
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LONGSTANTON CROCHET AND KNITTING
Your local knit and
natter group has
enjoyed some well
attended
meetings
recently. We've also
had a few charity
craft
evenings
knitting hats for
premature babies and
twiddle-mitts
for
dementia
patients. We enjoy
the chance to natter
and
make
new
friends and to share and be inspired by each others' craft plans and
projects.
A sub-group of members recently went to the London Knitting and
Stitching show together in October, and we regularly share news of
upcoming courses, yarn sales and chat about craft topics on our

Facebook page. If you enjoy needlecraft (or are enthusiastic to
learn) then do come along and join us - we are a warm and
welcoming bunch!
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8pm in the Black
Bull Pub for our regular knit night and 4th Tuesday of the month at
the same time for a charity knit night. Please check our Facebook
page to confirm the dates and times of events. There is no charge
for attending the group - just buy a drink or two from our hosts the
bar.
The group would like to extend its thanks to our hosts at the Black
Bull Pub.
Facebook page for the group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/longstantonknitandcrochet/
Your enthusiastic knit-committee,
Alice, Samanta & Sarah

LONGSTANTON BEETLE
DRIVE

LINE ADVERTS

On the first Sunday of the October
half-term a number of families
gathered in the Longstanton
Village Institute for a Beetle
Drive.
Some were very
competitive, some drew beautiful
beetles, but best of all everybody had fun. After an explanation
of the rules we got started and soon you could hear the frantic
dice rolling as everybody was concentrating on trying to roll
whichever number they needed. Some of us struggled to throw
a ‘1’ or ‘2’ to even get started, whilst others were desperately
trying to throw the last ‘4’ or ‘6’ for the last eye or leg they
needed. The first person to complete their picture shouted out
“beetle” and was awarded a small prize. We had a wide range
of ages and some of the youngest competitors teamed up with
parents which worked out very well. Half way through we
stopped for some snacks. After 12 rounds we got our brains
working and added up all our scores to find the overall winner
of the beetle drive.
Susan Meah

J&G Blinds Ltd Supply and fitting of bespoke blinds,
curtains, internal shutters and awnings. 01954 261149 or
07847 559208 or e-mail sales@jandgblinds.com
Music Tuition - Clarinet, Piano and Saxophone lessons.
Pupils of all ages/ abilities. Anita Dawson BMus (Hons)
Tel: 07821441127 or email: anitajdawson@hotmail.com
Practise Speaking English! www.esolcafe.co.uk
Bass Guitar Lessons - All styles and abilities. Professional
preparation for graded exams. Tomasz Ziobro Dip LCM.
Tel: 07514664020 or email walkingbasslessons@gmail.com

Advertisement

100 CLUB
A small lottery that has been set up to help raise money
for the proposed re-ordering project in All Saints'
Church, Longstanton.
You can take part in the project's realisation.
Have the chance to win some money back like our
previous winners. A donation of £2 per number per
month (for a year) will buy you entry into the lottery.
The lottery will be drawn monthly with a chance to win
£40 (based on 100 members).
For more details and a full set of rules please contact: Louise Gamon
at louise.gamon@gmail.com or 07429 317803.
Details about our re-ordering project and the “100 Club” can be found
on the Friend’s website at:
http://friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk
100 Club Winners so far:
October: 1st – No.47, 2nd – No.9
November: 1st – No.26, 2nd – No.48
The Friends of All Saints' Church, Longstanton
Charity Registration Number 1115069
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Longstanton Life Young Journalist Competition Runners Up!
Great places for a holiday!

Beekeeping

By Paul Humphreys, age 12, Swavesey Village College

By Abigail Hughes, age 7, Hatton Primary School

Travelling is lots of fun!! I have been to 11 different countries: Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Canada, Belgium, Italy, India, Malaysia, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), France, and Portugal.
The first country I visited was Sweden where I went to the capital Stockholm.
My favourite destinations have been Iceland and UAE.
Iceland
I liked Iceland because I went up Mount Hekla which is an
active volcano that is due to erupt anytime. I stayed in the
capital, Reykjavik. I went to see lots of different sights in
Iceland such as geysers (hot springs), glaciers, volcanoes and
waterfalls. I really want to go again but in winter so I can see
the Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights) and play in the snow.
I’d like to stay for New Year’s Eve because they have lots of
big fireworks!
UAE
I wanted to go to Dubai, a very popular city in UAE
because I wanted to see the Burj Khalifa. It is the tallest
building in the world standing at 829.8 m. It has 163
floors. When you are standing at the viewing point on the
148th floor you can feel the building swaying. When you
come down your legs feel like jelly! I went on a desert
safari in a jeep over the sand dunes. It was scary and fun!
During the day the sand was quite warm but in the evening it was nice and cool. I even saw some camels and
went on a ride on one!! Later on I went sandboarding
down a sandy slope, it was lots of fun going down but hard work taking the
board back up.

Hi my name is Abigail Hughes and my dad Glyn Hughes is a local beekeeper. I am
going to interview him to find out some interesting facts about beekeeping, but
before I do that here is what I know already:
1.The Queen bee lays eggs and never leaves the hive.
2.The little bees go and collect all the nectar to make honey.
3.Bees can travel for miles from their hive and know their way back.
4.You have to wear a special suit to protect yourself from getting stung.
It is a good idea to put up a protective fence around the beehive.
Now here is the interview:

What is your favourite part of beekeeping? My favourite part so far is watching the bees fly in and out of
the hive, especially when they’re carrying lots of pollen.
You can see the pollen on their legs.
Have your bees made any honey? Bees always make
honey! So far they’ve only made enough for themselves,
not for me!
How did you learn to do beekeeping? I went on a
course
How many bees have you got? I’ve got one hive at the
moment. Hopefully, I’ll have more next year. There are
about 20,000 bees in my hive at the moment. It’s quite a

small colony.
What is the most interesting thing about bees? There ar e lots of inter esting
things about bees. I can’t just pick one!
Have you given your bees names? Not all of them! But I’ve called my queen
Astrid. It will help me remember when I have more hives.
I hope you have enjoyed reading these facts and opinions about beekeeping. I think
beekeeping is a very interesting and tricky skill, and now you know why.

There’s lots of other countries in the world I’d like to visit, but the ones I would
like to go to the most are Australia and USA.

Dancing is a dream

Running wild!

By Chloe Proudfoot, age 9, Bar Hill Primary School

By Sophie Egan, age 10, Bar Hill Primary School

Dancing has been my hobby for as long as I can remember I love using my dancing
skills to express my feelings by using the choice of music and the way I dance. This
subject inspires me because I’m a creative person so I like to move in a creative way
and, I find, that dancing is the best way to do it.
I started my dancing lessons on a Wednesday when I was 3 years old. After my first
lesson I fell in love with it. The first type of dancing I did was ballet. I’m moved on
from ballet to tap. Once I got into it after a while I had to switch age groups therefore I had to switch days. After my ballet class in the older age group I saw some
older girls do a disco class. From watching that I thought that I might like to do that.
So the next lesson I joined and I loved it!
Performing is also I thing I like to do. Every November the dance school showcase
their dance I a show at Swavesey village college theatre. The other joy of performing
is magnificent costumes. I have also had an absolutely fantastic performing opportunity we got to perform at Swavesey pantomime. That was the best dancing experience ever!
If you would like to try dancing look on the internet or talk to someone you know. If
you did decide to join a dance school you could get a variety of opportunities to
perform. If you like to perform then this subject is perfect for you.
All in all, dancing is a great way to go wild and have fun.

Lots of people enjoy running, it’s quite interesting really; all you have to do
is, well, run. It’s as simple as that.
Hi, I’m Sophie, and I love running. I’m only 10, so I haven’t done much in
my lifetime. My grandad was a really good marathon runner a few years ago,
and I think I’ll take after him in 10 years time. My grandad is my inspiration,
as well as the famous Olympic runners of course. I’m really looking forward
to taking part in the Olympics one day.
Running keeps you fit and healthy, so you won’t have to worry about putting
weight on- but if you do, just go for a run.
So, want some encouragement? Well you don’t need any, for you can just go
out once or twice a week and have a jog around the neighbourhood- trust me,
it’ll do you good.
If you want to be in a short race, long race, half marathon, marathon, family
fun run, fun run, sponsored run, charity races; just go for it! All you have to
do is sign up and train, train, train as much as possible. The race for life is
good as well, it raises a load of money for cancer research, and to top that off,
it’s a beautiful view along the way.
Also, when you go out for a jog, you can call a few friends, arrange a meetup
beforehand, so that you won’t be lonely.
So, all in all, running is a great sport to try and do.

Magnificent Football

By AJ Debono, age 10, Bar Hill Primary School

Strictly Ballroom

Wow! What a game. Football is an old game but it is still the most exciting , fabulous team game I think there is. What do you think?
The great thing about football is, that it is a game that can be played almost anywhere. You can play it with your friends or even strangers – who can then become
your friend.
Why would you want to play football? Well, it’s an interesting, skilful sport. You
play with a ball , sometimes made of plastic or sometimes a thin leather. Many
years ago, footballs were made of thick, heavy leather (which were much harder
when heading the ball). Furthermore, it’s an excellent way to stay healthy , keep
fit and a fantastic form of exercise that is fun.
My favourite, Bar Hill, football player is my big brother James because he got
skills and he teaches me how to play better. As well as James, my favourite professional football player is Messi, who plays for Barcelona.
When playing football, the players wear a thin top and shorts which are in the
colours of their team kit. Also, they wear shin pads on the bottom of their legs to
protect their shins in case of being kicked, covered by long football socks. They
then have football boots with studs on the bottom to help them grip the ground for
running.
I love to play football in the park and have been to a few training sessions with my
friends.
You could find more out about football by looking it up on the internet through
Google or visiting your local library to find amazing books on and about football
like; the rules, how many players there are in a team or where each team plays.
Enjoy your playing Guys!

Dancing has been around for many years. It is my favourite hobby. There are
loads of types of dancing for example, Cool Jazz; Amazing Rock; Classical Ballroom; Luscious Latin; Sharp Street dance; Fun Hip hop and Outstanding Ballet.
But my favourite types of dancing are… Ballroom and Latin. Dancing is important to me because my parents used to be champions and I want to impress
them and become a champion. In ballroom there are five dances that are called
Waltz, Tango, Quickstep, Foxtrot and Viennese Waltz. In Latin there is Samba,
Cha-cha-cha, Rumba, Jive, Pasodoble, Salsa and that is mainly it.
Learning Ballroom and Latin to start with isn’t too easy, but when you start you’ll
get the hang of it. To start dancing it doesn’t really matter what age you are as
long as you can walk, keep your balance and can have fun. To dance you need
certain equipment, and that equipment is practice wear that is stretchy and flexible and you need dancing shoes, and if you compete then you would need Ballroom and Latin dresses. When you compete you would need your hair up in a
nice bun and if you’re a boy then you just need your hair to look good.
In dancing there are two sets of dancers one set is called Juvenile and the other
set is called Juniors. If you’re a Junior you get to wear lots of bling. If you are
under twelve you’re a Juvenile and if you’re over twelve you’re a Junior.
I like dancing because it teaches me my co-ordination and dancing teaches me to
get on with people and I absolutely love all the bling.
Dancing is fun enjoyable and entertainment to people.
Would you like to dance?

By Chelsey Bailey, age 10, Bar Hill Primary School
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Christmas is fast approaching so in this issue we have a
Christmas-themed competition! There are two prizes, one for the
younger readers and one for the rest of you.
1.
Junior – open to all those aged 10 years or under.
There are 7 baubles like this one hidden in the
magazine, each with a letter on it. Find all 7 and re
-arrange the letters to make a word related to
Christmas.
2.
Senior – open to everyone over 10 years. Here are
5 anagrams to re-arrange and form words/phrases relating
to Christmas:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

To enter the competition, send the answers to Longstanton Life
either by posting at the Village Institute, or emailing to
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Sunday 18th December.
Remember to include your name and contact details with your
entry. For the juniors entry, please also include your age.
The first person randomly
selected from those with the
correct answers for the
junior category will receive
a chocolate selection box,
and for the senior category a box of Milk Tray, kindly donated
by the Co-op.

TCANROSIDOE (1 word)
LHEBEGISSLL (2 words)
MAITSHFRSRETAHC (2 words)
SEAPIITNTO (1 word)
OWYNSHSETTAFMRNO (3 words)

The winners will be announced in
the next issue.
Good luck!

PLANT BULBS WINNER

NORTHSTOWE COMMUNITY
WORKING GROUP

The lucky reader to receive the pack of
bulbs offered in the Wildlife article in the
last issue was Susan Meah. She is pictured
here receiving her chosen pack of allium
bulbs from Philip at the Oakington
Garden Centre.

If you are interested in helping to shape and support Northstowe’s new community and would
like to get involved, come join the Northstowe
Community Working Group. The Group meets
once every couple of months. For more details
email nutan.patel@scambs.gov.uk

Our thanks once again to the Oakington
Garden Centre for donating the prize.
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Tom Eaton, One of Life’s Gentlemen
Tom died on 7 October at the age of 82, after a
long illness. Born in Fife, Scotland in 1934, he
started his working life as a plasterer but then
was called-up in the mid 1950s and served in
the RAF at Coltishall in Norfolk. It was here
his skill as a photographer was put to good use
flying reconnaissance missions over Europe
and the Mediterranean. Returning to civilian
life, Tom resumed plastering and later went
into partnership with a colleague employing
other workmen. He
worked on various
assignments for the Cambridge University
Botanical Gardens. It was through his work on
The Manor School for the handicapped, that
he met Pepi who was also working there. They
married in 1971, enjoying 45 years of happy
married life until Tom’s death. They made
their home in Longstanton, where long before
the advert of digital photograph and smart
phones, Tom used his hobby to benefit the
residents by recording village life, using
‘conventional’ film stock.
Tom’s generosity and willingness to be there
if requested to cover meetings and sports
events, often at a moments notice have been
recorded by Mick Yarrow, elsewhere in this
issue, and were truly legendary. Only a few
years ago Tom was still a main photographic contributor in the
LLife with his coverage of weddings, various social events and
assignments. By now Tom had embraced the digital revolution
and was equipped with the latest camera, software and
computer. One of the last ‘shoots’ he undertook for LDHS in
2010 was to record ‘behind the barbed wire’ of the last days of
the Immigration Centre on the site of the old army barracks/
RAF base off Rampton Road/ Drift.
Also in 2010, SCDC awarded Tom ‘Village Hero’ for his
photographic work. By then he had amassed over 1500 images
of village life. But two years before in 2008, he very sensibly
began to provide for the future.
Always a keen supporter of
LDHS he recognised that his
photographic legacy should
eventually be left in the safe
hands of a Longstanton &
District museum. LDHS have
been fighting for such a
museum for nearly 10 years,
since we were inaugurated in
2007. Through our members
support, the pressure that
significant recent archaeological finds within the Northstowe
footprint has brought and our continued lobbying, this dream is
close to becoming a reality.
His message in a letter to the Parish Council, 14 January 2008,

was that his photographic collection should go to LDHS once a
secure and professionally run museum was a established. In the
meantime, it should reside under the custodianship of the
Longstanton Parrish Council, to be held within the security of
the Parish Office. Further, certain parts of the it could be made
available for local viewing on request to the Parish Clerk.
Tom wrote:“... I agree to the collection being kept at the Parish
Council office under the care of the Council Clerk. If at anytime
the photos are required to be shown by LDHS, they can be
collected by Hilary Stroude (LDHS’s
secretary). Anyone else wanting to view the
collection should contact the Parish Clerk.
Eventually, when LDHS find a permanent
home, the collection should be handed over to
them for safe keeping. Signed, Tom Eaton”
Many of Tom’s photographs have already
been safely digitised by LDHS but many
have not. This archive must be cherished as
a unique historical record of Longstanton;
it must also be audited and catalogued
professionally before any photographs are
exhibited or handled; the whole collection
must also be digitised and catalogued.
Longstanton, the LLife and LDHS owe Tom
and Pepi a huge debt of gratitude for self-less
work, expertise and support over several
generations. Tom R.I.P.
The Effect of Dewatering on Longstanton
Concern has been expressed that dewatering of Phase 1
Northstowe, in the golf course area, is continuing to have
serious effects on lowering the water table in parts of
Longstanton village. Anyone that has any doubts that the water
levels for this time of year in their wells, local ponds or ditches
are abnormally low, please contact LDHS using our usual
contact details given below. We are collecting evidence on this
subject (for or against) from residents, either in photographic or
written form, detailing location.
LDHS Autumn Talks Brief Reports
Friday 7 Oct: ‘Chivers Jam Factory at Histon’ (1873-1960) by
David Oates.
To a well attended and attentive audience, David gave a very
interesting and well informed talk on the history of Chivers of
Histon. Many of those listening either worked for Chivers, when
they were either teenagers or in their early twenties or knew
someone who did.
Friday 4 Nov: ‘Impact of the Second World War’ on South
Cambridgeshire’ by Dr. Anthony J Cooper.
Dr Cooper, amongst other things covered the social impact on
the area of men returning to their loved ones after experiencing
the horrors of war.
Tony Cowley

LDHS Public Talks Spring 2017
Friday 3 Mar:

‘The Changing Face of the Public House’
by Mark Donachy (Landlord of The Red Lion in Histon)

Friday 7 April:

‘Suffragettes and Votes for Women’ by Mary Dicken

Friday 5 May

To be confirmed...

All talks/ AGM to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.
Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat.

Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS’
CHURCH
ALL SAINTS' CAKE CLUB - afternoon tea with delicious
homemade cakes is served every Monday afternoon in the
church, during Term time, ever yone is welcome. So do take
time out to come along between 2 and 4 pm and meet up with
friends old and new. There is plenty of space for young children
to play safely whilst you enjoy your tea. On Monday December
19th we will have a special Chr istmas Tea, £2.50 per head take a break and come and join us.
Christmas services begin on Sunday 18th December at
10.30am with a joint nativity ser vice at St Mar y's Chur ch,
Over.
At 3pm at All Saints' Church, Longstanton ther e will be a Crib
and Carol Service followed by mulled wine and mince pies. Both
are lovely occasions for all the family to come along and hear the
story of Christ's birth.
On Christmas Eve, 24th December join us at 11.30 pm for a
midnight Holy Communion Service and on Christmas Day, 25th
December ther e is a Family Ser vice with Communion at
11am. Come along to welcome and celebrate the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the saviour of the world.
January 14th - a date for your diary. We shall be hosting
a Fashion Show in the church hall at Over in conjunction with the
Salvation Army. Come and bag a bargain from a selection of good
second-hand clothes for men, women and children. Ticket price
will be £5 to include a soft drink, tea/coffee and finger
food. Watch out for more details nearer the time.
Don't forget that our All Age Service is now on the second Sunday
of the month at 9.30am and we have a service of worship every
Sunday morning at 9.30am with Sunday School. Do come and
join us to celebrate and give thanks to the Lord for all his gifts.
If you would like more information on any of the above or have
any questions about baptism, marriages or funerals, please don't
hesitate to contact our Administrator Gillian Beal 01954 203459
admin@5folds.org.uk,
Rev.
Julie
Anderson
01954
231496 julie_anderson51@yahoo.co.uk, Rev. Lynda Davies 01954
202912 revlyndadavies559@gmail.com, or one of the Church
Wardens Ann Shaw 01954 780074 shawann49@hotmail.co.uk or
Sue Gamon 01954 782371 sgcoutures64@gmail.com
Sue Gamon, Church Warden

Church Times
Catholic Sunday Mass

All Saints’ Church
Longstanton

Cambridge: (OLEM) Our Lady and English
Martyrs, Hills Rd, Cambridge CB2 1JR
Tel: 01223 350787/ web: www.olem.org.uk
Bar Hill: (ser viced from OLEM)
St Ives: The Sacred Hear t, Needingwor th Rd, St.
Ives. Tel: 01480 462192/ web: www.sacredheartstives.org

For exact dates and details of activities
being held please refer to the church notice
board or go to the website: http://friends-ofall-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk//

Need home communion for the sick or house bound?
Contact: Fr Edward Tredota 01480 462192

The Salvation Army
Silver Street, Willingham

10.30am every Sunday with worship band
and Sunday club for children
6.00pm Every Sunday for traditional evening worship.
Lots more detail of weekly events and news on the website:
willinghambaptist.org

Everyone is welcome to join
all our meetings.
Please ring Daphne Watts on 07919024857 or Sergeant Major
Gordon Spackman 01954 260066
for more information.

Please contact: Paul Joel (Minister) 07955071160
Alan Wright (Secretary) 01954261770
Church Office 01954260538
Church is situated on George Street
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0800 018 4304

Do you want to keep your new
year’s resolution in 2017?
You do? Then let CAMQUIT help you to quit
smoking this January.
We are a county-wide service that offers FREE
advice and support to help smokers in Cambridgeshire to quit. We can offer you one-to-one appointments with a trained stop smoking advisor local to
your home or workplace. Stop smoking medications are available on prescription and our advisors are there to help you combat your cravings
and offer advice on routine changes to help you
stay quit in 2017 and beyond! You are four times
more likely to succeed using a service than going
it alone so what have you got to lose?
If you are thinking about quitting in January contact CAMQUIT on 0800 018 4304 or visit
www.camquit.nhs.uk and start your journey to being Smokefree in 2017!
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MERRY CHRISTMAS, LONGSTANTON! Competition picture by Julia Holt
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