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Spring is here! Photo by Anna Rudd

In this issue: Bell Ringers, Charity Woodland Walk and GameOver Coffee. Our regular
features, including Sports News, Community Concerns, LDHS Update, Memory Lane,
Surgery Update, etc. Also: Solution to the word search competition and the winner.

Complete our Easter Egg Hunt for a chance to win a chocolate Easter egg!
The information in The Longstanton Life is provided in good faith and we have tried to ensure that it is accurate and correct. However, neither the editorial team
nor the contributors can be held responsible for any inaccuracies or omissions or any consequential losses of any form whatsoever arising therefrom.
The editorial team for this edition were: Anna Rudd, Tony Cowley, Manjeet Bolla, Natasha Chambers and John Pratt.
The Longstanton Life newsletter is Copyright © 2000 -2016 The Editorial Team. All Rights Reserved. Editorial graphics © LLife

VILLAGE DIARY
0930-1030

Sunday School

The Rectory, High St.

Susan Meah

01954 781258

1100

Tennis Club

The Pavilion

Sarah Ballard

07985 938959

1600-1800

Messy Church

Village Institute*

Susan Meah

01954 781258

1800-2000

Bowls Club

The Pavilion

Marion Edwards

01954 780118

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

2nd of month

1930

Parish Council

Village Institute*

(Open meeting)

3rd of month

1945

W.I.

Village Institute*

Patrizia Peters

01954 781283

Term time

1100-1200

Zumba Gold

Village Institute*

Davina Mee

07779244250

1030-1115
1800

Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers)
Tennis Club night
Adult Cricket training

All Saints’ Church
The Pavilion
Recreation Ground

Susan Meah
Sarah Ballard
Please just turn up

01954 781258
07985 938959

1900-2100

Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts

Village Institute*

Rory / Martin

07523 854251
07535 646234

1900-2130

ATC (Air Training Corps)

Cadet Centre

1000-1100

Music Madness (0-3yrs)

Village Institute*

Sharon Sennitt

07762206320

1910-2130
1900-2100

Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs)
Bell ringers practice

Cadet Centre
All Saints’ Church

Sgt. Rudderham
Mike Cartwright

07759 056154
01954 781275

1930-2030

Jazzercise

Hatton Park School

Tina Chasse

01487 841811

1000-1100
1900
1900-2000
2000
1900-2130

Rainbow Club (bump-1yr)
Football training
Ballroom Dancers, beginners
Ballroom Dancer, advanced
ATC (Air Training Corps)

Village Institute*
Recreation Ground
Hatton Park School
Hatton Park School
Cadet Centre

Susan Meah
Luke McAvoy
Mike Cartwright
Mike Cartwright

01954 781258
07795 321494
01954 781275
01954 781275
01954 781180

TBA

Longstanton Art Group

TBA

Christine Shephard

01954 781625

0930-1130
1800

Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4)
Junior Cricket training
Tennis Club Night

Village Institute*
Call for details
The Pavilion

Alice Burrell
Janet Hill
Sarah Ballard

07779 363990
01954 261009
07985 938959

1000-1100

Longstanton Colts Football Club

Recreation Ground

Louise Gamon

07429 317803

1400

(6 - 12yrs)
Tennis Club

The Pavilion

Sarah Ballard

07985 938959

Sunday
3rd of month

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

* It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings can be made via http://
community.longstantonvillage.org/village-institute/. Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 782323. The Pavilion also
offers private party function facilities, discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g. weddings, birthdays, funerals, with
Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com

Memory Lane, Who, Where, When and Why?
Photo LDHS via Wayman family

Photo LDHS via Wayman family

Answers to Feb/ Mar’s W, W, W & W?
Where: Black Bull pub outing,
popular at the time.
Who: Lt R back row: Den
Harradine. Front row: 1st Les
Dean, 2nd Jack Dean, 3rd Bert
Collis. (If anyone can complete
the names, please get in touch)
When: c1950
Why: Photo call for the men - others can be seen, possibly their
partners already on board, waiting patiently for the bus to start on
it’s way!
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,
First of all we would like to wish you all a
lovely Easter break, with wonderful weather and
great activities. Please take part in our Easter
Egg Hunt competition for a chance to win a
chocolate egg. This time we have something for
the juniors, too (p.15)!
In this issue’s Community Concerns we feature an update from Peter
Hudson (the County Councillor for Longstanton, Willingham and
Over), we explain what went wrong with the Connections Bus Project
in our village and also introduce to you a new business in Longstanton
– GameOver Coffee. We thought it might be a good idea for the local
residents to get to know some local businesses a little bit better than
from just a small advert so if you own a business in the village (only)
and would like to introduce yourself to our readers – please send us
something about you and a few photos.
Our contact details:
· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village Institute,
24 High Street
Longstanton CB24 3BS
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife
As always we would like to see more from you, so please keep sending
us your letters, photos and opinions. Due to space restrictions we can’t
guarantee that all will get published but we will always try our best.
Also, we no longer have anyone to distribute Longstanton Life in
Stokes Close and a couple of magazines in School Lane (total of 20) so
if you could help deliver the magazines every other month please
contact Margaret Hunt (her details are on p.16).
Happy Easter everyone!
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Contributions for next issue: by email to
longstantonlife@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY CONCERNS
MP for Cambridgeshire

Heidi Allen

Finally, I’d like to talk briefly about my trip to Lesvos with the
charity Save the Children over the last weekend of January.
The issue of refugees, in particular unaccompanied children
has been in the news for
some time now. I
wanted to see for myself
the refugee camps of the
island of Lesvos, one of
the Greek islands at the
forefront of migration
into Europe. You can
read the full piece I
wrote for the Cambridge
News here:
www.cambridge-news.co.uk/South-Cambs-MP-Heidi-Allen
-visit-Lesbos-refugee/story-28666422-detail/story.html
The situation on the ground is just desperate – the Greek
authorities are beyond struggling to cope, and although I
believe Britain’s strategy of giving assistance to refugees in the
region in Syria is the right one, I do feel we should do more to
help those orphaned children who have made it to Europe,
alone and with not a soul in the world.
As always, if you need my help, you can contact me on
01954 212707, by email heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk or
on twitter at @heidiallen75

May I start by wishing readers a belated Happy
New Year – an exceptionally busy January and
staff changes in my office meant I was unable to
write my usual monthly article, so I hope you
will forgive me?
The victory in the fairer funding campaign for
our schools was one of the highlights of 2015.
The chance to see our schools finally get the
funding they deserve is one that has been a long
time coming. My time as MP for South Cambridgeshire has shown
me however, that schools are not the only ones drastically
underfunded for the service they provide.
In the first week back after Christmas, one of the founding
partners of Cambourne GP surgery and I met with Alastair Burt,
Minister of State for Care and Support. GP surgeries in new
settlements such as Cambourne face even tougher funding
challenges than established GPs. I have visited a number of
practices over recent months and am acutely aware of the
difficulties GPs face as they try to recruit new doctors in an
increasingly stressful environment. But trying to set up a new
practice is even harder. I am pleased to say Alistair listened
intently and promised to go away and review the way the funding
model works. Watch this space!
On January 8 I experienced
first-hand the fantastic work
carried out by the Villiers
Park Educational Trust in
Foxton. Villiers Park offers
intense
supplementary
education and mentoring to
potential high achievers from
the lowest socio-economic
backgrounds
across
the
country. So impressed was I
by the work they do and the success they have achieved in
developing life opportunities for gifted students, I invited the
Secretary of State Nicky Morgan to join us in early February. She
too was extremely interested in what she saw and will be
considering whether the model could be rolled out nationally.
The safety and security of the residents of South Cambridgeshire
is a top priority of mine and I work hard to keep a close
relationship with our police force. That’s why on 15 January I met
with the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire, Alex Wood. It is
clear policing challenges are very different across the County, but
I am confident Alex is in tune with both our rural and city
challenges.
One of the key irritations for residents in some of our rural villages
is broadband provision. Over the last couple of months I have been
working with district and parish councillors to try and identify any
“cold” spots around the constituency where provision is simply not
good enough. On 22 January I took my hit list to Noelle Godfrey,
Programme Director of Connecting Cambridgeshire so she can
ensure these areas are not forgotten as they work with BT ongoing.
This won’t be an overnight fix, but I am confident over time we
will be able to provide decent broadband to everyone.
You can read about progress in your area here:
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/broadband

My next surgery date is 9th April in Cottenham.

County Councillor Report

Feb’ 2016

Councillor Peter Hudson
Council Budget 2016/17
After many weeks of discussions and a
mammoth 12 hour full council meeting, the
County Council budget has been passed.
There were several options on the table: three
groups wanted to raise the County Council
contribution to the Council Tax by as much
as 4% per year for the next 3-4 years, one group wanted a raise
of 0% for one year, and one for a raise of only 1.99%. The
council was presented with a full and balanced budget based on
an increased tax of only1.99%.
The 4% raise failed to get through as did the 0%. Then the
group who wanted 0% went in with the others for a raise of
4%! But after some heated discussions this rainbow coalition
failed.
At the end of a very long day, the tax was raised by just 2%.
This 2% raise will be ring-fenced for adult health and social
care which the County Council now has extra responsibility for.
 Also within this budget:
 We will save the School Crossing Patrol lollipop people
 We will keep the streetlights on until 2.00am
 We will maintain the vital community transport grant.
 We will retain the mobile library service
 We will maintain the road maintenance funding
We will continue the Fenland Learning Centres
I believe that this was a good result, as many of our residents
are low paid and cannot afford any excessive tax rises.
Continued on next page ...
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS
The council has continued to lobby government and explain to
them that increasing taxation locally to offset an unfair national
funding formula cannot be justified. That lobbying paid off, and
Cambridgeshire will receive additional transitional grant funding
from government of £3.20 million in 2016/17 and £3.17 million
in 2017/18. Also, the unfair funding issue will be reassessed by
Central Government in a new review on the local funding
formula.
It is essential that the County Council continues to change how it
operates even more than it has done over the past few years. The
shared Chief Executive and shared services with other Local
Authorities are saving many millions of pounds. This has to be
taken much further to enable a slimmed down, transformed,
highly efficient council, to provide the highest level of services
to our residents at the lowest possible cost.

Longstanton Parish Council,

March 2016

Northstowe
The first Pre-App applications for Phase 1 are
now coming before Longstanton Parish Council
and this will begin to give us an idea of how
builders are interpreting the guidelines of what
Northstowe Phase 1 could look like. The
primary school, visible from the B1050, is
expected to be complete later this year. The
plans for its use before Phase 1 houses are
complete has still to be decided.
Work has started on raising the overall ground level of Phase 1 by
bringing the clay from the proposed balancing ponds on Hattons
Road west of Longstanton. We are aware of the large number of
lorries this is putting on the B1050 and that commuters may use
Longstanton village as a short cut at peak times. However, the
completion of the balancing ponds should benefit the village by
reducing the risk of flooding in the future, making it worth the
inconvenience for the 6 months that it will take to complete.
The Phase 2 application is, at the time I write this, still under
examination following the Government’s recent press release
about Northstowe being a “Healthy town” with fast-food free
areas and dementia-friendly streets. This has meant that proposals
put forward so far have had to be changed to accommodate this
requirement.
New Village Facility
The questionnaires are now all in and, as shown in the page
circulated with the Longstanton Life in January, the response was
better than expected and an overwhelming majority are in favour
of a new build with modern facilities to meet the needs of all.
Most respondents were in favour of selling the Village Institute,
enabling funds to be put towards new facilities. A lot of work has
been done to investigate what the village wants and needs and
how this could be achieved for Longstanton.
There is a Drop-In on Saturday 9th April to show various
alternatives and the associated costs to provide us with facilities
that everyone can benefit from. Councillors have been visiting
other ‘new build’ facilities in the surrounding area and talking to
those who have worked on them and the staff running the new
centres. This has given valuable insights into how they are
financed, built and run to get ideas for our own building. So, if
you would like to be involved or just to see what is being
proposed, come along and join the drop-in. The input of the
Longstanton residents is essential from this point on. This will
enable additional proposals to be put
forward, including raising capital in the form
of loans, grants and sale of assets to fund the
build of a new facility.

Peter Hudson, County Councillor

District Councillor Notes
Northstowe Update Very little seems to be
happening at present, though Gallagher’s have
promised that they will have appointed builders
for Phase 1 by the end of March. The wet
weather seems to have delayed the start of the
excavation of the Hatton’s Road ponds and
transportation of the resultant spoil to the Phase
1 site.
Your Rates bill for 2016/17 The table below gives details of
all the parts of your rates bill for the coming year.
The Government’s squeeze on Local Authorities continues relentlessly. For instance, for South Cambs DC, the 2014/15
Revenue Support Grant (paid by the Government) was £2.6M,
that for 2015/16 £1.8M, that for 2016/17 £925,750, becoming
£0 in 2017/18. South Cambs has put up its Band D rates by £5,
which still leaves us in the bottom quartile of District Councils’
rates charges. That requires substantial economies which are to
be made by efficiency savings.
The very good news is that our Parish Council, after four years,
has now managed to replace the huge sums frittered away by its
predecessors in the two years up to May 2012, so its rates
charges are now below average for parish councils of its size
locally. Our Parish Council deserves our congratulations for
gritting their teeth and digging us out of the mess they inherited.
If you have any concern or need clarification please contact me
on cllr.riley@scambs.gov.uk or ring me on 01954 208000 and
I will do my best to help.

Alex Riley, District Councillor
Band A

Band B

Band C

Band D

Band E

Cambridgeshire CC

£ 778.10

£ 907.78

£1,037.47

£1,167.15

£1,426.52

Police & Crime
Comm'r

£ 122.10

£ 142.45

£ 162.80

£ 183.15

South Cambs DC

£ 86.87

£ 101.35

£ 115.83

Fire Authority

£ 43.68

£ 50.96

Longstanton PC

£ 50.05

TOTAL

£1,080.80

Band G

Band H

£1,685.88

£ 1,945.25

£2,334.30

£ 223.85

£

£ 305.25

£ 366.30

£ 130.31

£ 159.27

£ 188.23

£ 217.18

£ 260.62

£ 58.24

£ 65.52

£ 80.08

£ 94.64

£ 109.20

£ 131.04

£ 58.40

£ 66.74

£ 75.08

£ 91.76

£ 108.45

£ 125.13

£ 150.16

£1,260.94

£1,441.08

£1,621.21

£1,981.48

£2,341.75

£2,702.01

£3,242.42
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Band F

264.55

COMMUNITY CONCERNS
Institute is at the moment), so will be independently run by a
management committee overseen by the Council as Trustees.
This means that the Parish Council will not be managing the
building and the building will have to be self-financing - not
reliant on money from the village in the form of the precept. This
also means the building will have to finance its own running costs
and hence have a very robust business plan going forward for
years to come.
Facilities for young adults
The Parish Council is also looking at facilities for young adults
and are very aware that facilities in Longstanton are limited for
this growing age group until the new building is up and running.
The online questionnaire, which all young people were asked to
take part in, has produced some ideas on what facilities would be
appreciated in the village. The new projects team will be
examining these over the coming months and bringing ideas
forward to the Parish Council and also including some of them in
the new build plans if appropriate.
The recent localised disturbances by a few individuals on some
Tuesday evenings around the Recreation ground was discussed by
the Council on March 14th and a plan going forward is being
implemented (the meeting had not taken place at time of writing).
The Connections Bus is the only facility we have at the moment
for our younger people. It is felt that it would be a loss to the
majority of young people who use it properly and get great benefit
from it to see it removed due to the action of others who do not
use the facility but congregate in the area on a Tuesday.
Full Council Election 5 May 2016
On 5 May this year, we will have a full Council election as it is 4
years from the last full election. This means the whole Council
will stand down, allowing a new Council to be elected.
Hopefully, many will stand for re-election as there are some
projects that would really benefit from continuity. Looking
forward, the new town of Northstowe will continue to take a lot of
time, but offers a great opportunity for the residents of
Longstanton. The new build on the Recreation Ground, in
whatever form that takes, will require a lot of input - a building for
the future of our village is a fantastic opportunity and challenge.
The next Council will serve for 2 years, not 4, due to election
reforms taking place, which will put this Council in step with the
County Council. Who do you know who would like to stand for
Council? I can say that it is a very interesting and worthwhile job.
Yes, it was challenging in my first year as we worked to put
robust processes and controls in place, but I have found it very
rewarding and my fellow Councillors have given great support
and input from finances to planning for new developments. It is a
voluntary role and its hours tend to be varied. We have many
different committees: Finance, Pavilion and Recreation ground,
Employment and Events committees so different people share
their commitments over a range of activities. It takes about 6 to 8
hours per month. Full training is provided and it can also be fun.
Longstanton Parish Council continues to work on your behalf
on all aspects of the village and really appreciate your input.
If you have any questions or want to be kept up to date with
what’s happening, please contact the Parish Office or send an
email so we can add you to the database for the Parish.
Please contact me
with questions or ideas on:
gillashby21@gmail.com or ring me on 01954 260595 and I will
do my best to help.

Advertisement

Gill Ashby, Chairman LPC
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CONNECTIONS BUS SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY
At the Parish Council meeting on
14th March 2016, details emerged of
continued
antisocial
behaviour
linked to the weekly visits of the
Connections Bus.
Residents living near the Pavilion car park, where the bus is
parked on Tuesdays from 7.00 to 9.00 pm complained of rowdiness and disruption continuing until long after the departure of the
bus. Instances of bad language, vomiting and general hooliganism
were reported by local people who in many cases felt too intimidated to remonstrate with the perpetrators.
Sergeant Mark Rabel of the Histon police team attended the area
in plain clothes and told the meeting that many young people using
the bus spent little time inside it. Instead, they tended to move constantly in groups between the bus and the Co-op, causing disruption on the village green at Nelson Crescent and running across
roads through gaps in the hedges, creating danger for themselves
and road users.
It is clear that the antisocial behaviour is linked to the presence of

Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996
Please find below some clarification on the legislation covering
dog fouling which is enacted in the above named Act.
It states that a person in charge of a dog must clear up immediately
if the dog has defecated in an area where the Act applies. Otherwise, they are in contravention of the law and subject to a conviction and can be fined up to £1,000.
In South Cambridgeshire the Act applies to all land which is open
to the air and to which the public is entitled or permitted to have
access (with or without payment).

the Connections Bus as it happens only on Tuesdays. While the
bus is not directly responsible for the bad behaviour, staff on the
bus can only supervise the bus itself and the area immediately adjacent to it and cannot police a large area of the village centre.
Sergeant Rabel told the meeting that there are no other locations
like Longstanton where the presence of the bus is associated with
behaviour of this type. However, Longstanton is unique in having
a late shop only a short distance from the bus, creating a pattern of
movement that does not happen in other villages.
The bus was temporarily suspended recently but later reinstated.
Councillors had no doubt that action was essential, given the seriousness of the disruption. Faced with the choice of cancelling the
bus permanently and with immediate effect or suspending it indefinitely after the next session on Tuesday (15th March) while alternatives are considered, they decided by a majority vote to take the
latter course. That session was the last for some time at the very
least.
Source: community.longstantonvillage.org

South Cambridgeshire District Council will prosecute provided
they have evidence, in the form of a witness statement giving the
following information: date, time and place and full details of the
offender. South Cambridgeshire District Council would normally
issue a Fixed Penalty Notice of £50 for this offence. Failure to
pay will result in a prosecution at the Magistrates Court where the
fines could be much higher.
It is confirmed that the absence of signs is not a defence.
This law does not apply to a registered blind person.

Typical areas where the Act applies includes:

All roads, pavements, cycleways and grass verges within a
40mph or lower speed limit.

Car parks, recreation grounds, community playing fields,
churchyards, cemeteries and other grass areas open to the
public.

Council owned grass amenity areas.

Footpaths and bridleways which are not part of agricultural
land.
The Act does not cover:

Roads or land running alongside them with a speed limit of
more than 40mph.

Agricultural land and woodlands.

Marshland, moor or heath.

Rural common land.
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH LONGSTANTON
links us to those ancient traditions but also acts as a prelude of
things to come for the church. We are of the view that as the
community grows the church, which is at the heart of the village,
also needs to grow by providing modern facilities that meet the
needs of an expanding community.
So where do we go from here? Along with our bell ringing, we
want to encourage greater use of the church building by embarking upon a re-ordering project. The project will involve installing
toilets, kitchen and meeting facilities to make the church a place
that meets the wider needs of a rapidly growing community.
It is an ambitious project,
and to make it happen we
need to raise as much
money as possible from
within the community, as
well as through grant
funding
organisations,
and monies that have
already been set aside or
donated towards the reordering of the church.
We are fortunate to have a church within our midst that we can
call our own. It is our hope that in the coming months, with the
support of the community, we will have raised enough money to
allow us to commence the refurbishment work. The future will
see the church building facilitating the continued ancient practice
of bell ringing and many more community activities.
If you want to know more about the practice of Bell Ringing or
how you might be able to support us in making this building project a reality, please contact the John Frost at 01954-782782 or email: johnfrost01@btinternet.com
More information can also be found on the Friends of All Saints’
Church Longstanton Website at:
http://friends-of-all-saints-church-longstanton.org.uk

Ringing in the Changes!! With so many significant changes
taking place within our village community, it’s good to see, as
well as hear, the ancient tradition of church bell ringing continuing to this day. We are told that the tradition of ringing church
bells dates back to AD 400 when Paulinus of Nola first introduced
bells in association with a church.
The primary purpose of ringing church bells is to signify the time
for worshippers to gather for a church service. However, for us
here in All Saints' Church, Longstanton, it also signifies the wider
involvement of our community in the life of the church and the
church's wider involvement in the life of our community.
As well as making a “joyful noise,” the sound of church bells
provides many with a sense of comfort, peace, and a time for reflection. For the young it’s a sound that penetrates the developing
mind, staying into old age when it's a sound that can reassure and
trigger distant memories. For others the sound of the bells indicates that all is well.
For us here in Longstanton the ringing of the church bells not only

CHARITY WOODLAND WALK
A successful fund raising Woodland Walk in aid
of Alzheimer's research UK was held on Sunday
6 March 2016 at Pole Barn Farm. The total
amount raised was £450. The weather was kind
and over 70 people attended. The little ones participated in a Woodland bunny hunt. Provisions

for the refreshments were generously supplied by the Longstanton Co-op. Libby and her daughter very kindly helped out with
the tea making etc. The organisers wish to thank everyone who
contributed in any way and provided help and support for the
event.
Sylvia Hicks
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WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES
Reception Tel: Willingham 260230 Longstanton 207600 Dispensary: 260073 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469
Option 2 Health Visitors: 01954 207612 Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk
Telephone Appointments The surgery is getting an increased
level of patients requesting telephone appointments. Please make it
as easy as possible for the GP’s to get hold of you and keep your
mobile/land line telephone to hand. If you do miss the call you will
need to phone reception and book another telephone appointment.
New Telephone System Apologies for any inconvenience caused
to patients during the installation of our new telephone system. We
are aware that there were some difficulties when we changed over
but are confident that the problems have been resolved.
Flu & Shingles Vaccinations The flu vaccination programme for
2015/2016 has now finished. 1417 patients received flu vaccinations this season. We still have an ongoing programme to vaccinate certain patients against shingles. The vaccination helps to
prevent the disease and also is very effective in reducing the pain
experienced after the disease. Eligible patients will have a birth
date of between 02/09/42 and 01/09/45 or between 02/09/35 and
01/09/37. This is a once only vaccination so if you have already
had it, you do not need another one.
Travel Vaccinations If you are travelling abroad this summer
please remember to check if you need any travel vaccinations. You
can book an appointment with one of our nurses who will be happy to check for you.
Patient Parking Please could we ask that all parking at the Surgery is used strictly for attending the surgery. It has come to our
attention that parents are using our carpark in order to drop of their
children at the Primary School and this has had an impact on patient parking.
Out of hours cover Please remember to phone Urgent Care Cambridge on 111 if you require medical attention when the surgery is
closed. Please remember that Accident & Emergency is intended
for life threatening conditions or if you are likely to need an X-ray.

Carers Support Meetings Our next meetings are being held on
Wednesday 6th April, Wednesday 4th May and Wednesday 8th
June. Please feel free to pop along and get some free support and
advice.
Camtad Hearing Clinics The next hearing Aid
Clinics will be held at Willingham Surgery on Wed
20th April from 2-4pm, Wed 18th May and Wed
15th June. No appointment necessary, just pop in
for your free NHS hearing aid batteries and for help
and advice regarding hearing loss.
Counselling at Willingham Surgery Julia Hall MBACP
Counselling can help people make choices and reach decisions
about how to move forward with their concerns for the future.
Julia is able to offer a free 30 minute session at the surgery with a
view to setting up some private follow up sessions. If interested
please contact Julia on Mobile: 07930 874570.
Acknowledgements We would like to extend our grateful thanks
to the families and friends of Raymond Howlett for their generous
donations to our Surgery Equipment fund in memory of their loved
one who passed away recently.
Sharon Unwin – Practice Manager - April 2016
Chiropodist/Podiatrist available on Mondays at:
Willingham Medical Practice
Mrs Casey A. Javed BSc (Hons) Pod SRCh MChS
The Foot Care Clinic - Willingham
01480 464507 / 07807505534 for appointments/queries
www.stiveschiropody.co.uk
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES
LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB
Spring is here at last with the longer evenings
and warmer weather, and as usual at this time
of year Longstanton Bowls Club is recruiting
new members. Do you fancy some gentle
exercise on a summer’s evening? It doesn’t
matter if you haven’t played Lawn Bowls
before as we have plenty of members always
willing to provide help and guidance. Everyone is welcome and our membership ranges from juniors to those
enjoying retirement. We have many members from surrounding
villages, including Swavesey, Over, Willingham, Oakington, Bar
Hill and Cottenham. Don’t worry about equipment, as the club

can assist with this – just wear flat shoes. We pride ourselves in
being a friendly club where the enjoyment comes from taking
part. The game of bowls provides an opportunity to make new
friends, take gentle exercise and socialise over a “bowls tea” at the end of the match. Our bowls green is
located on the recreation ground, between the Longstanton Pavilion and the tennis courts, Over Road,
Longstanton.
Monday evenings are club roll-up
nights, reserved for informal practice
in a mildly competitive environment,
ideal for beginners. We also have a
certified coach who runs regular
coaching sessions for newer players.
The club plays in a number of
leagues, some of which are more
competitive than others. Away
matches give members an opportunity to experience other club’s greens
and facilities in the Cambridge area.
There’s always time for a swift pint!
The outdoor season runs from late April to September. If you’re
tempted, please come along to our open day on Saturday, 16th
April 2016 (from 2pm) or alternatively, on any Monday evening
(from 6pm) to meet some of the members and possibly try your
hand. If you just want to watch, then that’s fine too.

A close measure for a shot.

LONGSTANTON TENNIS CLUB
Spring is definitely here, and what better way to enjoy the lovely
blue sky, sunshine and fresh air than with a game of tennis. The
2016/17 season has just started, kicked off with our AGM, so
now is the perfect time to join the club to really make the most of
your money. The draw for Wimbledon tickets will be taking
place soon, so make sure you’ve paid your membership to ensure
you’re included in that.
Club nights are Tuesdays, Thursdays (for competitive play) and
Fridays from 6pm, and Sunday mornings from 11am, and are
popular in almost any weather. Even if you don’t want to join as
a member for the year, you’re still welcome to use the courts on a
‘pay and play’ basis. Just phone Jim (780114) or Rachel
(780704) and borrow a key for an hour.

For more information contact Marion Edwards on 01954
780118 or email to marionedwards1@btinternet.com
Also visit our web site www.longstanton-bowls-club.co.uk

If you have any questions regarding membership,
please don’t hesitate to contact me. Alternatively,
come and meet some of our members at the St
Georges Day celebrations. After the success of the
adult beginner and junior coaching last year, we
are hoping to offer more coaching this season so
please get in touch with me if you are interested.
Happy playing and see you on the courts soon!
For all the latest notices and information, please check our website www.longstantontennis.co.uk
Sarah Ballard, 07985 938959

LONGSTANTON CROCHET AND KNITTING GROUP
Longstanton has a very friendly evening
Crochet/Knitting Group which meets
once a month in the pub. There is no
charge for joining us (just buy yourself a
drink from our kind hosts at the
bar). Bring your own projects to work
on as we chat, or if you're just starting
out then bring some yarn and needles/
hooks and we'll give you some pointers to get you started. We
love a good show-and-tell to inspire us, so finished items to admire
are always welcome too!

We also have an active Facebook page where we continue to natter
online: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1441585476057404/
(or search Facebook for "Longstanton Crochet & Knitting Group").
We are currently meeting on the second
Tuesday of the month at 8pm in the Black Bull
Pub, Longstanton, which means our next
meeting dates are likely to be 12th April and
10th May. All are welcome!
Alice Burrell
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GAMEOVER COFFEE!
Our coffee place offers a variety of delicious artisan cakes, savoury and freshly baked bread. Delicious Paninis in artisan Ciabatta bread perfect for lunch. A range of teas and our great Italian
Coffee. Try out some of our original products such as Peanut Butter Brownies, Portuguese Nata (custard), lemon or coffee cake or
if you prefer something less sweet our savoury dishes include
Spinach & Goat Cheese roll, Shrimp Rissole or a Suckling Pig
roll.
The video game lounge offers the opportunity to play the latest

LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS
PLAYGROUP
We continue to run every Friday morning during term time,
9.30-11am. The session begins with noisy unstructured
play, then we take a break for some fresh fruit and a quiet
story time. Once the little ones' tummies are full then we
have a craft activity - we break out the paint and glitter
here so you don't have to!
The group is having a committee change at Easter - we bid
farewell to Sarah and Jonathan and welcome Felicity and
Nicola. Huge thanks to Sarah and Jonathan for all your
hard work running the group, and thanks to the new recruits for stepping up to the mess and mayhem.
If you've never been to Little Leprechauns before then
why not come and give it a try? It's for children aged 0-4
with parents/carers and we ask for a donation of just £1
per family. There's tea and coffee and a baby area for
smaller members. No need to book or make a commitment
to attend regularly - just turn up on the day.
For more news and notices check our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/littleleprechauns/

Alice Burrell
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games for PS4, XBox One and WiiU, perfect for all ages as all
games available are suited for younger audiences. We also have
the latest games to be purchased from our shop at the best prices
and
cheaper
than
large
stores
in
the
UK.
If you looking for that special gift or want to threat yourself to
something original we have a great range of merchandise products related to retro, video games and movies.
GameOver Coffee is already well known for our themed birthday parties and we are looking to offer more services such as one
off events for groups and team builds.
Eduardo Monteiro

HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
Hello again to all in Longstanton. Hatton Park has had a
beautifully busy period since I last reported to you. The
school grounds have shown all the signs of Spring with the
variety of daffodils and crocuses brightening up the school
entrance. Thank you to all of the parents and children that
respected them by keeping off the grass as they emerged!

Pathfinder March
We had a wonderful visit from RAF
Wyton who explained all about the
March and the history behind it. The
children were fascinated by the
speakers and asked thoughtful
questions. The representatives also made a kind monetary
donation to the school for our continued support.

New Library
We have been busy making
the most of the space that
we have in our growing school
and have relocated the school
Library. We now have a
d ed ic a te d
s p ac e
th at
individuals, groups and whole
classes can come and choose
books. The old library space is now a much used resource
room / group teaching room. Many thanks to the Friends of
Hatton Park who funded part of the move and committed a
large amount to new books for the children. The range of
books is growing steadily. A big thank you also to Flynn
Blyth-Smith, Ilia Palmer-Masterton and Lexie Abbot who all
wanted to donate quality books of their own to the school
library.

Boxercise
We have started a new club drawing on
the talents of local man Danny Williams.
Danny is most known for his ‘bootcamp’
fitness group that meets at the
Pavilion, putting many of the villagers
through their paces! He has set up a
club where children mix boxing moves with aerobic exercise.
So far we have 14 members, including myself, with a great
mix of boys and girls from Years 4, 5 and 6. After this first
6 week course, we hope to welcome new members.
Fencing
Keeping in the theme of trying
something new, all of Key Stage 2
enjoyed a taster session of fencing,
provided by Premier Sport. This led to
interested children asking for a club
to be organised. We are in talks with Premier Sport and will
hopefully be able to offer such a club soon.

World Book Day
The love of books was further
celebrated through this
wonderful day where children
and staff dress up as favourite
book characters. The school
community did not disappoint and
we had some wonderful outfits.
Many children brought their
book along too so that they could enthuse others to give it a
try. It was also great to learn many new characters that we
had not heard of before in addition to the more well-known
ones. Respect goes to the staff members whose costumes
hampered their movements around school a bit!

Coming up…
Our Netball and Tag Rugby teams will have completed their
tournaments and we hope to report on their success and
continued enthusiasm for their sports. We also have our
new Spring Fling event organised by the Friends of Hatton
Park coming up soon on the 30th April. There will be lots to
see and do and will be open to the whole community, not just
the families of Hatton Park.
I cannot believe that, at the time of writing, I have now
been your Headteacher for 10 weeks. The time goes so
quickly and it is testament to what a wonderful place
Hatton Park is. I hope that I will continue to meet more of
you as the year progresses and that if you are a new family
hoping to join us then we will be able to welcome you in soon.

Science Day
Hatton Park, Histon Juniors and
Histon Infants all joined in a
Science day at their respective
sites. Each classroom became a
zone in which a specific science
concept was explored and the
children moved around the
rooms as the day progressed. The children recorded the
day’s findings in a book that travelled with them, thinking
about what they had found out and what further questions
it prompted. The photograph here shows
children exploring natural selection by
using
differ ent
sized
tweezer s
representing different birds’ beaks. They
found out that some beaks could only pick
up certain ‘food’. Thank you to Miss Shields
for organising the day!

Anthony Aguda, Headteacher

LINE ADVERTS
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J&G Blinds Ltd Supply and fitting of bespoke blinds,
curtains, internal shutters and awnings. 01954 261149 or
07847 559208 or e-mail sales@jandgblinds.com
Music Tuition - Clarinet, Piano and Saxophone lessons.
Pupils of all ages/ abilities. Anita Langdale BMus (Hons)
Tel: 07821441127 or email: anitalangdale@hotmail.com
Practise Speaking English! www.esolcafe.co.uk
Bass Guitar Lessons - All styles and abilities. Professional
preparation for graded exams. Tomasz Ziobro Dip LCM.
Tel: 07514664020 or email walkingbasslessons@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF HATTON PARK SCHOOL
highly entertaining evening. In a fight to the finish, the winners
of the last quiz, The Rank Outsiders, lost their crown to
Chubby’s All Stars, but it was anybody’s quiz up until the last
couple of rounds. We hope everyone had a good time, and
thanks to you we raised over £30.
Join us for The Spring Fling & Craft Fair, a May Day
celebration on Sat April 30th, 11-3 at Hatton Park School,
Longstanton!
The Spring Fling is a traditional May Day style celebration
which includes workshops and activities for all ages, from forest
skills to corn dollies and bread making. There will be a Maypole
dancing display, treasure hunt, bouncy castles and the
opportunity to meet the Fen Witch!
There is also a flower arranging competition, judged by the
Women’s Institute. There are 4 age categories (5 year old and
under, 6-11 year olds, 12-17 year olds, and Adults) for the
flower arranging, and anyone can enter - bring your creations
with you or have a go on the day: the theme is Spring.
The Craft Fair will be bringing together local crafts-people
including the Cambridge Cookie Co, the Cambridge Cheese
Company, Weaversfield Jewellery, Paula Armstrong Ceramics
and Fen Edge Preserves. You can also meet farm animals and
buy produce from Hempsalls Community Farm.
Many thanks to our sponsor, Haart of Bar Hill, for their support.
All proceeds go to Friends of Hatton Park School, for the More
For Outdoors campaign. Entry to the Fair is 50p. Further details
can be found at www.fohps.moonfruit.com

Just for fun… have a go at some of the anagrams
from the anagram round!
A starter: A Feud Toyshop (4 words)
A main course: Bargain Catastrophe (2 words)
A dessert: Ceased Manicure (3 words)
Art Exhibition
The children put on a fabulous
display of art at the school,
with inspiration including
Georgia O’Keefe, Monet and
Jackson Pollock. Exhibition
specialists Mini Masterworks,
sold prints from the exhibition
to raise over £150 for the
school.
Save the Date - Summer Fete June 25th!
Our Summer Fete will be held on June 25th from 11-2pm. This
is always a busy time of year with lots of events to choose from,
so we will be working extra hard to make this year’s Summer
Fete unmissable! Here’s a hint of some of the things you can
expect…

More For Outdoors - Fundraising Campaign 2016
“More for Outdoors”
came
about
in
recognition of the fact
that the school is
growing rapidly, and
while the grounds of
the
school
are
exceptional,
more
could be made of the
opportunities they present, especially with more children using
them than ever before. There are four strands to More for
Outdoors:
1) An Outdoor Classroom This multi-functional structure will
make it possible for the currently “wild” and unused space
behind the pond to become an area which helps children connect
to their local environment and wildlife, as well as being a place
for learning activities and performances.
2) A Literacy Garden This will make use of current space within
the school to deliver multi-sensory learning and teaching
opportunities
3) Open Air Teaching Space Benches and teaching chair which
allow for enriched lessons and free up internal space on occasion
4) Outdoor equipment With more children than ever in the
school, particularly at lunchtimes more equipment is required.
More details about each of these projects, and elements of them
which have already been funded, are available on our website.
The focus of current fundraising is the Outdoor Classroom
structure, as part of which we will be making our pond area safe.
We are currently applying for grants to support this, as well as
putting our own funds towards it. We’ll keep you posted on
progress!

FOHPS

February Quiz Night - Chubby’s All Stars Triumph!
It was another great quiz night at The Black Bull, with much fun
had by all and many thanks to our quizmasters for putting on a
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LDHS UPDATE

APRIL - MAY, 2016

Northstowe Phase 1 Impact on Longstanton’s
Water Table - latest:

Concern over School Lane’s Culvert bridge cracking

Joanna Toynbee’s small pond:

It has come to our attention that the condition of
this bridge is, by inspection, showing signs of
possible structural damage that clearly makes it
unsuitable to support heavy traffic. Should
Northstowe construction traffic use School
Lane, the village runs the risk of damaging the vital culvert that
first receives any
flash water that sheds
off Bar Hill.

The bare earth and roots, shown
the photo opposite, are always
covered by water at this time of
year and the pond is a good 3 feet
lower than it should be. Once the
warmer spring weather arrives the
fear is that all the water will be
lost, especially if they put in more
drainage on the Northstowe site!

In the past, much of
the
flooding
of
Longstanton’s small
estates on the banks
of the Brook, as it
winds through the
village
and
out
towards the balancing
pond at Gravel Bridge on the Over Road, has been cause only by
poorly maintained banks of the Brook not being cleared of
organic
waste:
straw, dried grass
and other debris, etc.
This
material
prevents the flood
water getting
to
next culvert in the
chain and hence
overflows onto the
road and nearest
housing estate. So
far, in recent times,
the culverts under the 4 bridges, protecting each at School Lane,
Hatton Road, Black Bull High Street and Ladywalk High Street,
have remained intact. The only exception to that, was when the
culvert at the Black Bull was enlarged following the flood in
2001.

Clive Hadden’s licensed well:

The water level in the well,
as shown in the photograph,
is 4 feet. In late January
with heavy rain it was only
3 feet six inches, in excess
of 2 feet down on what it
should be at this time of year!
Membership Reminder Membership reminders are being sent
out and this seems like a good time to stress once again, now
more than ever, we also need the strength of our members when
we consult with developers and local authorities on your behalf.
LDHS also needs your support: to adapt to changing
circumstances in order to protect the archive and the LDHS
website and to allow us to continue to provide the six free talks
annually together with the annual newsletter, report, plus other
benefits for our members.
Haven’t already joined LDHS?
Every member is vital - its our
membership that provides the
mandate for all the work that
we do. If you are interested in
joining the society please
email:
ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk for a membership form, or visit our
website on http://www.ldhs.org If you do not have a computer,
please ring Hilary Stroude on 01954 782560 to request a form.
Please leave a message with your name, address and telephone
number. A membership form will then be sent out to you.

However, it is vital that the structural condition of any of these
bridges is not compromised, since their role in protecting each
culvert ensures a safe flow of water through the village. Should
any one of these bridges collapse, causing the large
concrete pipes, forming the culvert under the roads, to
break-up, then the resulting back-up of flood water
will overwhelm the nearest estate, either Stokes Close,
The Dale, Haddows Close, Colesfield, Spiggots Close,
Lady Walk or Home Farm, etc. Failure of this type
would not be an easy or quick fix.

Tony Cowley
* All the above photographs were taken by LDHS members

Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk

LDHS Public Spring Talks 2016
Friday 1 April:
Friday 6 May:

‘Ouse Washes, People & Places’
by Mike Petty, who presents his wide knowledge of the subject in his
unique and entertaining way.
‘Sir Christopher Hatton - Lord Chancellor of England ’
by Gordon Hewlett, who is well known to many of us, not only as a
member of LDHS but as our Dr for many years.

All talks/ AGM to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.
Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat.
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EASTER EGG HUNT COMPETITION
In this Easter issue we have an Easter Egg Hunt competition for
all our readers, and this time we have two prizes to give away!
There are 2 categories for the hunt:
1.

Junior – open to all those aged 10 years or under.
There are 5 eggs like this one hidden in the
magazine, each with a letter on it. Find all 5 and rearrange the letters to make a word related to Easter.

2.

Senior – open to everyone over 10 years. There
are 12 gold eggs like this one hidden in the
magazine, again each one has a letter on it. Find all
12 and re-arrange to make an Easter related word.

To enter the competition, send the word to Longstanton Life
either by posting at the Village Institute, or emailing to
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Friday 15th April.
Remember to include your name and contact details with your
entry. For the juniors entry, please also include your age.
The first person randomly selected
from those with the correct answers
from each category will receive a
chocolate Easter egg, kindly donated by the Co-op.
The winners will be announced in the next issue.

Happy Hunting!

WORD SEARCH COMPETITION WINNER AND SOLUTION
The winner of our Word Search
competition was Louise Gamon.
Congratulations! Louise came with her
family to receive the prize. Pictured
here are Louise’s son, Aiden, and her
daughter, Hazel receiving their fish and
chips from Mandi, staff member at the
Longstanton Fish & Chips Shop.

Here’s the solution for the word search:

We’d like to extend our thanks once again to the Longstanton Fish &
Chips Shop for donating this tasty prize.

The Pavilion
Tel: 01954 782233
Over Road, Longstanton
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com
Find us on Facebook

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 23.00
Friday: 17.00 until 23.30
Winter Saturday: 10.00 until 23.30
Sunday: 12.00 until 22.30

OPENING
HOURS
011..0....

Easter is gaining on us fast and the Easter Egg Hunt is on the
27th March. We will be doing two hunts, one at 2.00 for under
5’s which will be in the playground and starting at 2.30 the main
hunt all over the field. The cost of this will be £2.00 which will
include a bag to put the collected eggs into and an Easter egg.
There will be a prize for the most collected number of eggs
which must be registered with the staff. Happy hunting.

the menu. If you would like us to carry on with this through the
summer please let us know as we usually open at 12.00 on a
Saturday in the summer as the bowls and cricket start up again.
Sorry to miss out the tennis but they seem to be an all year thing;
no matter what the weather throws at them they will not be
beaten!
The evening we had with the boxing was a great success and we
are hoping to carry on this success in April. Please look out for
the posters to sign up for the evening.

We have been talking to the people responsible for St Georges
Day – which this year is actually on the day (23rd April) – and it
looks like it is going to be the best yet. Fingers crossed that it
will be a lovely day as it has been for the past years that we have
been involved and we are hoping that you will be able to join us
for a beer or two with our beer festival.

It’s been a mild winter (famous last words) but we are looking
forward to a great summer for all who come down and join us or
are taking part in the many summer sports.

The football season is nearing an end but we are still making
bacon rolls on a Saturday and have added sausage and eggs to

Michael, Suzanne and The Pavilion Team
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HELP NEEDED!
We no longer have anyone to distribute the Longstanton
Life in Stokes Close and a couple in School Lane, total
of 20 magazines.
If you could help deliver the magazines every other
month please contact me: margaret@jmcarpetcare.com
or 07776257631 or 01954780999.
Many thanks!
Margaret Hunt

Church Times
Catholic Sunday Mass

All Saints’ Church
Longstanton

Cambridge: (OLEM) Our Lady and English Martyrs,
Hills Rd, Cambridge CB2 1JR
Tel: 01223 350787/ web: www.olem.org.uk
Bar Hill: (serviced from OLEM)
St Ives: The Sacred Heart, Needingworth Rd, St. Ives.
Tel: 01480 462192/ web: www.sacredheart-stives.org

For exact dates and details of activities
being held please refer to the church notice
board or go to the website: http://friends-of-

Need home communion for the sick or house bound?
Contact: Fr Edward Tredota 01480 462192

The Salvation Army
Silver Street, Willingham

10.30am every Sunday with worship band
and Sunday club for children
6.00pm Every Sunday for traditional evening worship.
Lots more detail of weekly events and news on the website:
willinghambaptist.org

Everyone is welcome to join
all our meetings.
Please ring Daphne Watts on 07919024857 or Sergeant Major
Gordon Spackman 01954 260066
for more information.

Please contact: Paul Joel (Minister) 07955071160
Alan Wright (Secretary) 01954261770
Church Office 01954260538
Church is situated on George Street
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