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V I L L AG E  D I A RY  
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE ORGANISER FIRST 

*It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional 
bookings can be made via www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Longstanton_Village_Institute_Hall_23070.aspx. 
Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 782323. The Pavilion also offers private party function 
facilities; discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g.: weddings, birthdays, funerals, 
with Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com 

  SUNDAY 09.30-10.30 Sunday School Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

         11.00 Tennis Club Sessions The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  MONDAY 11.00-12.00 Zumba Gold Village Institute* Davina Mee  07779 244250 

  18.00-20.00 Bowls Club The Pavilion Marion Edwards 01954 780118 

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse          01487 841811 

  2nd of month 19.30 Parish Council Village Institute* (Open meeting)   

  3rd of month 19.45 W.I. Village Institute* Patrizia Peters 01954 781283 

  TUESDAY 10.00-12.00 Coffee morning (over 55's) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

  10.30-11.15 Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers) All Saints’ Church Susan Meah 01954 781258 

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  18.30-20.00 Adult Cricket Training (May-August) Recreation Ground Wayne Markillie 07737 313225 

  19.00-21.00 Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts Village Institute* Rory/Martin 07523 854251/07535 646234 

  19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre     

  WEDNESDAY 10.00-11.00 Music Madness (0-5yrs) Village Institute* Sharon Sennitt 07762 206320 

  19.10-21.30 Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs) Cadet Centre Sgt. Rudderham  07759 056154  

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse 01487 841811 

  THURSDAY 10.00-11.30 Rainbow Club (bump-1yr) Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

  FRIDAY 09.30-11.00 Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4yrs) Village Institute* Felicity Timpanist 07870588777 

  14.00-16.00 Afternoon tea (over 55s) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

 19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre    

  18.00-20.00 Longstanton Juniors Cricket (5-16yrs) includes 
the All Stars (5-8yrs) (April-July)  

Recreation Ground Richard Jenkins rkbjenkins@gmail.com 

  SATURDAY 10.00-11.00 #Longstanton Colts Football Club (6-12yrs) Recreation Ground Louise Gamon 07429 317803 

#Mid week football training available, please contact Louise Gamon (Tel: 07429 317803). 

Longstanton and District Heritage Society Memory Lane 

Below: St Michaels, Longstanton (early 1980’s) 
showing The Hoops pub on the left and the 
white cottage, once lived in by members of the 
Abbs family. The Hoops pub was demolished in 
1986. 
Right: Woodside, Longstanton with Melrose 
House and All Saints’ church in the distance 
(early 1980s). 

These 
photographs were 
amongst the first 
to be donated to 
Hilary Stroude 
when she set up 
the Longstanton 
Archive in 2005. 
Ivan  Cook 
donated many 
photographs 
featuring The 
Manor / Manor 
Farm, where he 
had lived for a 

time with his 
parents. Ivan’s 
father, Vic Cooke, 
was Farm 
Foreman on 
Manor Farm and 
Ivan remembers 
with great 
fondness his days 
living here in 
Longstanton. 
 
By 2005, Ivan 
Cooke no longer 
lived in the village and without the creation of the Longstanton 
Archive, his collection of historic photographs would have been 
lost. Ivan’s donation was the first step in protecting the heritage 
of Longstanton and it led to the creation of the Longstanton & 
District Heritage Society, in May 2007. LDHS formalised 
ownership of the Longstanton Archives enabling them to 
become the community asset they are today. 
 

Hilary Stroude 
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL 

Dear Readers, 

 
We hope you enjoy this festive issue, perhaps under a 
blanket and with a hot drink as it is getting colder and 
darker outside. As usual, we have some interesting 
Community Concerns, schools’ news, some local history 
and of course our Christmas Competition! Make sure you 
take part to win a hamper of festive goodies, for Juniors 
and for Seniors. 
We would like to thank our readers and our contributors 
for your support; we are also extremely grateful to our 
team of distributors. Without your help this magazine 
wouldn’t exist. 
Lastly, we wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a very 
happy and healthy New Year 2022. Perhaps someone’s 
new year’s resolution will be to join your local village 
magazine’s team of editors? We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

The Editorial Team 

 

Contact Us: 

· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
· correspondence address: Longstanton 
Life, c/o The Village Institute, 24 High 
Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS 
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife 
· find us on Facebook – Longstanton Life 
Magazine 

Contents 
 

Features 

Winter Folktales and Traditions                           11 
Over-60s Spring Party booking form                           23 
Winter Festival in Northstowe                         24 
     
Editorial                             3 

Village Diary                              2 
Memory Lane               2 
Firouz Thompson               4 
Dan delaMare-Lyon and Anthony Brown                              5 
Sarah Cheung Johnson and Alex Malyon             6 
IN MEMORIAM - John (rick) Lawson                              7 
Hatton Park and Rainbow Baby Club                              8 
Northstowe College News and WI                      9 
Sport                       10 
The Pavilion Update                                                 11 
Fen Drayton Lakes Update                                     12 
Community Research                             13 
Surgery Update              14 
Church News             14-15 
Pioneers Cafe                              15 
LDHS Update                              16 
Commercial adverts                                               18-22 
 
Christmas Competition!               17 

 

Please note that the copy deadline for the                     
February - March 2022 edition of  

Longstanton Life is: 
Thursday, 13th January 2022 

Contributions for the next issue: by email to                                                                    
longstantonlife@hotmail.com  

or drop off at the Village Institute  

Longstanton Life Advertising Rates 2022 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please email 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com with ‘advertising’ in the subject line.  

Issue 1: February/March  Issue 4: August/September  

Issue 2: April/May  Issue 5: October/November  

Issue 3: June/July Issue 6: December/January 

Colour Adverts Prices = B/W plus 20% 

Ad  
Size 

1  
Edition 

3 Editions 
(6 months) 

6 Editions 
(1 year) 

3 Editions 
Spot Ads 

6 Editions 
Spot Ads 

1/4 N/A £130/156 £255/305 £165/198 £330/395 

1/8 N/A £65/78 £130/156 £82/99 £165/198 

Line N/A £15 £30   

 

mailto:longstantonlife@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
County Councillor                          Firouz  Thompson 

With winter now setting in, please take extra 
care in the darker evenings, especially in bad 
weather as the days are getting shorter and 
visibility may be reduced.  

On duller days, light, bright or fluorescent 
clothing is more visible, and at night reflective 
elements and lights are important, particularly 
if you are out running, cycling, dog-walking or 
horse riding. Drivers, please be cautious and 
give other road users plenty of space. Low sun 
and damp, dull conditions will also affect your 

view so give yourself a little bit more time and space too. More ad-
vice here: https://tinyurl.com/m5rvdwnj 

Here are some of the activities in Longstanton at the time of writing 
(mid-November): 

Thatcher’s Wood surface dressing treatment: Micro Asphalt works 
took place in mid-October. Micro Asphalt is a thin coat, two-layered 
preventative surface treatment; it is not conventional tarmac resur-
facing. It is designed to seal in the road to prevent water ingress, 
restore texture and extend the life of the existing surface. The treat-
ment receives an initial rolling, but it requires time to bed in and this 
is assisted by the action of traffic using the road. Thornhill Place, 
Magdalene Close and Nether Grove have all over the last few years 
had the same treatment - they are a good example of what treated 
roads will look like over time. 

Gully maintenance took place in October. As we did not have a record 
of all our gullies across the county, we started the process of record-
ing while cleaning. Due to a lack of maintenance over the years, the 
gullies have taken longer to clean.  

Flooding: Residents at risk of flooding will be given extra support. Fur-
ther action will be taken to protect Cambridgeshire homes from 
flooding, caused by excess surface water and high levels of rainfall, 
in addition to the current programme of gully-cleaning. https://
tinyurl.com/8hrn3f7s 

Paths to Northstowe Secondary College and Martin Bacon Academy: 
The final surfacing of the red tarmac path is completed, making it a 
much safer route for kids to travel to local schools and for residents 
to use the path to Northstowe and the Guided Busway. The path is 
illuminated with a high-powered spotlight until a permanent connec-
tion can be completed. Bridleway resurfacing has been discussed 
with the local Bridleway Association and work will be completed as 
soon as possible. 

An incident was reported to the police in early November when a 
pupil was hit on his way to school from Rampton. He got caught by a 
car, knocking him off his bike onto the road. Luckily, he was wearing 
a helmet, which got damaged but protected his head: he was 
bruised and shocked but thankfully OK.  Unfortunately, the car did 
not stop, if you have any information please do get in touch with the 
Police on 101. Parents/carers are reminded to drive safely when 
dropping off children. 

South Access Road West (SARW) connection to B1050: Contracts 
were signed between CCC and Highways England last month and 
works have been scheduled to be completed by February 2022.  

BT Openreach roadworks in November led to complaints by resi-
dents; we will issue Fixed Penalty Notices for breach of conditions 
where appropriate. Further works are planned for another 10-12 
weeks with 6 weeks requiring temporary lights. We have requested 
weekly updates on these works to help residents plan their journey 
accordingly. 

Hattons Water Park B1050 Cycle Path to SARW: The current plan for 
the B1050 cycleway is to begin construction in Spring 2022. The de-
tailed designs are still being finalised and there are a few details and 
risks to iron out. These works depend on the completion of works to 
SARW (as mentioned above).  

Wilson’s Road bridleway resurfacing: Work was completed mid-
October. As this is innovative surfacing for our county, we are very 
keen to engage and work collaboratively and will be offering a site 
inspection after 6 months to all members of the Cambridgeshire 
Local Access Forum and Longstanton Parish Council. This new sur-

facing will benefit the local community and be truly inclusive for all 
abilities of walkers, horse riders, ramblers, cyclists, wheelchair users 
and pushchairs. Please do try out this new surface and feed  back to 
me on the email address below. 

COVID-19 Enhanced Response Area: The County became an En-
hanced Response Area in early November, the status will last at 
least 5 weeks and is dependent on infection rates. It allows the 
Council to push for additional support to accelerate and target vac-
cination for 12-15-year-olds to key areas and schools where infec-
tions are highest, accelerate booster vaccinations for eligible groups 
who have had their second vaccination more than six months ago, 
and increase vaccination rates in areas with the lowest uptake.  

Hatton Park School reach gold: The school has worked tirelessly over 
the years to promote safer and healthier travel to and from school. 
Working alongside the County Council’s Road Safety Officers and the 
community, this has resulted in them being awarded a Gold status in 
STARS programme (Sustainable Travel: Active, Responsible, Safe) in 
2020. None of this would have been possible without the willingness 
of families to support the School Streets Scheme; the understanding 
and support of residents; the enthusiasm of the Junior Travel Am-
bassadors; the tireless enthusiasm of the volunteers Davina, Shane, 
Lucy, Susan and Sue; the dedication of caretaker Tim and the inspi-
rational headteacher Anthony. Thank you all. 

I would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a very healthy and 
prosperous New Year.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you have any questions. 
Firouz Thompson: firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

For those on social media please follow the Longstanton, Oakington 
& Northstowe Facebook group 

Please report any highways problems at:  

https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ 

 
Firouz Thompson, County Councillor 

Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, Oakington and Westwick 

https://tinyurl.com/m5rvdwnj
https://tinyurl.com/8hrn3f7s
https://tinyurl.com/8hrn3f7s
mailto:firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
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Longstanton Parish Council                     Dan delaMare-Lyon 
 
As we head towards Christmas, I hope you are all 
safe and well and coping with the impact that 
COVID-19 continues to have on us all. Hopefully 
we will be able to make it through to spring with-
out further restrictions being placed on 
us. Should anything change in this respect the 
Parish Council will keep you posted on what we 
will be doing to help our community adapt. 

Christmas Lights: Unfortunately as I write this it 
looks like we won't be able to host our normal Christmas event 
this year; however, we are going to try and do something around 
the switching on of the Christmas Tree lights to bring a bit of the 
festive season to the High Street. More details to come on Face-
book about this. We will hopefully be able to do something more 
normal next year, but as with all village events, they are only pos-
sible with help from the community, and understandably people’s 
focus has been elsewhere, coping with the changes to our every-
day lives.  

Free-to-Use Exercise Equipment: We have received several re-
quests over recent years for fitness equipment to be made availa-
ble for all to use. We have been investigating the possibilities and 
want to get your feedback on this. We will shortly publish an on-
line survey (paper versions will be available if you don't do on-line 
- please call the Parish Office on 01954 782323 to get a copy) to 
gather your feedback on what equipment would be in demand 
and will look to take the results into consideration for our 2022 
plan. Watch out on Facebook and the PC website for details, and 
we really would love to have your feedback. 

New Village Facility: We continue to work towards this, with a cou-
ple of important funding sources looking promising that would 
give us a big jump-start on a potential new building. In order to 
build the larger facility the village highlighted it wanted, we need 
to acquire the land alongside the Recreation Ground from the 
landowner who had offered to gift this to the village.  We have a 
series of discussions planned that will hopefully secure the land 
so we can advance with the build. However, if this isn't possible, 
we will look at an alternative plan that would potentially replace 
the current two buildings (The Pavilion and The Village Insti-
tute). We aim to close this discussion by the end of March 2022 
and should be able to share the way forwards shortly afterwards. 

Queen's Green Canopy: As part of the celebration of the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee, we hope to hold a series of events in 2022. One 
aspect of this will be our part of the Queen’s Green Canopy. We 
will be working with Cambridgeshire County Council and local 
landowners to agree locations where we can plant trees to cele-
brate the Jubilee and also expand our tree coverage as our coun-
ty has one of the lowest tree counts/canopy covers in the coun-
try. Watch out for more information on this early in the New Year - 
we hope to be able to do a village event in Spring to bring more 
trees to our village. 

Hedgerow and Tree maintenance: In the coming weeks and 
throughout winter as the growing season is finished, you may see 
our contractor, Brookfield Groundcare, around the village carrying 
out essential maintenance on hedges and trees. We conduct peri-
odic inspections of all the greenery that the Parish Council is re-
sponsible for and carry out the recommended maintenance to 
preserve and promote healthy trees and hedges. Some of this 
might seem harsh, but all works have been independently as-
sessed and recommended, and are in the interest of the long-
term sustainability of the plants. If you have any questions about 
this, please ask the Brookfield team if you see them, or drop the 
Parish Clerk an e-mail or call the office. 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, I'd like to wish you all a safe and 
Happy Christmas, a Happy New Year, and the best of health 

through the festive season. Hopefully 2022 will be a better year all 
round and permit us to get back together as a village and make 
up for two lost years of community and celebration.  
 

Dan delaMare-Lyon 
Chairman, LPC 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

MP for South Cambs                     Anthony Browne                     
 
Have you had your say over 
local housing plans? If not, 
now is your chance – South 
Cambridgeshire District 
Council and Cambridge City 
Council have launched a 
consultation to find out what 
you think of their proposals to 
build 49,000 new houses in 
the next 20 years.  

While I am not convinced by the quality of the consultation, I 
would encourage all residents to participate. Whether you agree 
with me that this is unsustainable and inappropriate or not it is 
crucial that as many as people as possible actively engage. This 
is our community, and our views must be listened to, especially 
if the changes are as drastic as proposed. 

I know residents in 
Longstanton have suffered 
the consequences of over-
development already. Last 
month, I visited your com-
munity to meet with resi-
dents of both Longstanton 
and Northstowe and hear 
more about the campaign 
against over-abstraction of 
your local aquifer. Longstan-
ton residents have had property damaged by both a lack of wa-
ter and, when there is heavy rainfall, inadequate drainage result-
ing in bouts of flooding. It is vital that action is taken so the King-
fisher Pond and all the ponds and wells across Longstanton can 
recover.  

As many of you will know, the UK hosted the global COP26 con-
ference this month to chart a way toward achieving net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050. I was proud to represent South 
Cambs in person at the conference in my capacity as chair of the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on the Environment. It is no secret 
that negotiations were strained, with certain countries express-
ing a reluctance to sign up to full abandonment of fossil fuels. 
The global commitment to invest £100 trillion in clean technolo-
gy is hugely welcome, however, as it is the first time in history 
that the world’s economies have taken genuine action to solve 
climate change. This is excellent news for South Cambs as many 
of the companies developing these ground-breaking technolo-
gies are right here in the constituency. 

As ever, if there is anything my office can do to assist you or you 
have any concerns about local or national policy, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  

 
Find more information on my website: 

https://www.anthonybrowne.org 
To contact me about any issue:  

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk 
01223 603677  

 

Anthony Browne 
MP for South Cambs 

mailto:anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
District Councillors’ Notes  

 
This will be our final Longstanton Life 
update of 2021 so we would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all residents the 
very best for the festive season and a 
peaceful start to the New Year. 

Local Plan Consultation: Please share 
your views: Please submit your views as 
part of the new Local Plan consultation. 
The Local Plan decides where new 

homes and other development is going to take place in our 
area. We want to understand Longstanton residents’ views 
on potential development in Longstanton. As you may be 
aware, there was an additional set of housing planned for 
Home Farm on the green space behind Lofthouse Way, 
Walker Way and Holland Drive, up to the roundabout. The 
planning permission for this lapsed and the landowner did 
not re-apply for planning permission. However, additional 
landscaping, a community orchard and importantly transfer 
of the land next to the recreation ground (where dogs are 
currently walked off the Home Farm Road roundabout) was 
not transferred over to the village, as this was planned as 
part of this final phase of the Home Farm development. 

Within the new Local Plan, it has been proposed that the 
landowner: 

1)  Transfer this land next to the recreation ground to the 
village to enable the Parish Council to build a new commu-
nity building (as they recently consulted on) 
2)  Build the additional homes (to be sold at market rate) 
that were originally planned for the final phase of Home 
Farm   
3)  Build additional homes on the triangle of land between 
Home Farm Road and Hatton Road – this would potentially 
be used for sheltered housing or homes for older people. 

All of this is currently only a proposal and would be subject 
to the developer submitting a planning application, some-
thing they cannot be forced to do. It would also require all 
three elements of the proposals to go ahead for it to be 
financially viable, so we couldn’t just have 1 without 2 and 3 
also going ahead.  

Both Longstanton Parish Council and we as your District 
Councillors are keen for as many residents to comment on 
the Local Plan as possible and to give their views on wheth-
er or not they would support these proposals. The consul-
tation runs until 5pm on 13th December. If you miss the date 
for commenting, then please do send your views to us at 

the emails below. You can find further details and submit 
your views here: www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/
localplan 

Update on Water Issues in Longstanton: We have previously 
updated residents on the issues surrounding water levels in 
Longstanton and the report that was produced by Hydrau-
lics Research (HR) Wallingford commissioned by South 
Cambridgeshire District Council on behalf of Longstanton 
Parish Council to investigate this.  

The report concluded that dewatering that was undertaken 
during the early development of phase 1 of Northstowe 
initially reduced the groundwater level to 5 metres below 
the ground level. This dewatering took place to enable in-
frastructure to be put in place to serve development on 
phase 1. The dewatering led to a reduction in groundwater 
levels locally and the drying out of ponds and wells in the 
village, including the Kingfisher Pond. The report found that 
these ground water levels have not fully recovered. SCDC 
committed to looking at the conclusions and recommenda-
tions from the report and developing an action plan to ad-
dress these. This action plan was agreed with Longstanton 
Parish Council and Northstowe Town Council and will 
shortly be made public on the SCDC and Parish Council 
websites. You can also access the full HR Wallingford Re-
port (which was published in three phases) via the Parish 
Council website.  

Planning Update: At the November meeting of the planning 
committee, outline planning approval was given for up to 
107 homes and employment / community / café / devel-
opment on land west of Station Road (B1050).  

The proposals for Northstowe Phase 3A and 3B, were due 
to go to the planning committee on 2nd December, and we 
will update residents on the outcome of this meeting. We 
will be speaking to object to these proposals, echoing Oak-
ington Parish Council concerns over flood alleviation, ade-
quate green separation, the location of the Southern Access 
Road East and concerns from Northstowe and Longstanton 
residents on highways and access for Phase 3B.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any ques-
tions about these, or any other matters.   

S. Cheung Johnson:  cllr.cheungjohnson@scambs.gov.uk  
A. Malyon: cllr.malyon@scambs.gov.uk 

 
Alex Malyon and Sarah Cheung Johnson  

District Councillors for Longstanton,  
Oakington and Northstowe 

LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS PLAYGROUP 
We’ve had a lovely first term with our new friends at the 
toddler group. Some of our families have welcomed new 
babies, who are becoming very popular with everyone. 
 
We are still following safety precautions, with parents and 
children washing their hands frequently and providing 
contact details when signing in.  We still can’t provide 
snacks, but people are free to bring their own. We hope to 
do some crafting again soon, with the tables spread out 
and people crafting at different times throughout the 

morning, rather than all crowding around at once. We are 
still keeping the windows open, so don’t forget to dress 
warmly. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all on a Friday morning 
in the Village Institute. Entry is still only 50p and there is no 
need to book. 
 

Felicity, Liz and Jenny  
Little Leprechauns Committee 

http://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan
http://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan
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Rick was born in Bishop Auck-
land in 1944 and went to vari-
ous schools during his time 
including St William Turners’ 
Grammar School where he 
was fascinated by the connec-
tion with the school and Ger-
trude Bell the archaeologist. 
He joined the RAF in the early 
1960s having undertaken his 
training at St Athan’s, 
Wales.   His first posting was to 
RAF Oakington in April 1962 
and it was on his walk from the 

station to the camp that he was ‘spotted’ by Joan who 
told friends and family she had met the man she was 
going to marry.    His passion was his guitar and he was 
involved in two groups – The Skyliners and The Volca-
noes.  He used to practice at the Astra Cinema which 
was sited on where Magdalene Close is today.  They got 
married in 1964 in All Saints Church, Longstanton and 
set up their first home in Toad’s Acre. Rick was posted to 
Cyprus from 1965 to 1968.  They had two children, Mi-
chael and Carol and were blessed with three grandchil-
dren, Tom, Adam and Matt.   When Rick left the RAF he 
went to work at J Kilborn and Son as a domestic electri-
cian in the village until his retirement when he liked to 
relax by gardening with Joan.  He was part of the village 
cricket team and Joan was the official scorer.   They 
spent many happy memories with friends and family at 
the Black Bull Pub in the village where they began their 
courtship and visited regularly for a much needed pint 
of ale in their later years. 

‘Special Words’ by Rick 
  
Three special names that come to mind, 
And I treasure every day. 
It makes me more than happy, 
And will never go away. 
  
You might try and guess what they might be, 
But only I can see, 
For they make me proud to hear the sound, 
Those magic words won’t go away. 
  
Those loving words that I adore, 
Includes one from my wife. 
The other comes from a special two, 
Who I treasure all my life. 
  
The final word I can’t dismiss, 
It truly special too, 
It comes from others that I adore, 
It’s you and you and you 
  
(Husband/Dad/Grandad) 

From Lynne Coulstock, our magazine distribution manager:   

I was very saddened indeed to hear of the recent loss of one of 
our distributors, John Lawson, more commonly known as Rick. 
He was a gentle, friendly man, full of wonderful stories, espe-
cially about his much missed wife Joan, who sadly died last 
summer. His daughter Carol has written about his life, and has 
included a touching poem he wrote which was read out at his 
funeral. Some of you may also remember the beautiful poem he 
wrote about Joan which was published a few months ago. He 
loved and missed her so much. 

IN MEMORIAM John (Rick) Lawson  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2021 
CELEBRATION IN ALL SAINTS’ 
CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 
 
PHOTOS: HILARY STROUDE 
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HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 
Hello to all of Longstanton. 
We hope that you are keeping well.  
Since returning to school in September, Hatton Park has 
been a busy place as usual. Our children and staff are 
working really hard, and it is a pleasure to walk around the 
school seeing it in action.  

The children have continued to 
explore what our school values 
really mean through this year’s 
Anti-Bullying Week. The theme 
was One Kind Word and we all 
spent time thinking about being 
kind to others and being kind to 
ourselves. One kind word can 
change someone’s day, and we 

should choose to make the effort. The week started with 
the annual Odd Socks Day, celebrating individuality within 
our Hatton Park team.  
 
Our children showed their respect 
on the 11th of November. They held 
a silence after talking about those 
who have lost their lives in conflicts 
around the world, now and in the 
past. They contributed to a lovely 
poppy display outside the school. 
 
We have still been able to access some organised events 
either in person or virtually. We had two teams enter both 
the girls’ football and the netball competitions and also the 
Year 6 English Challenge. We are looking forward to taking 
part in the cross country running event soon too.   

School is still not ‘back to 
normal’, as we constantly 
adapt to rising and falling 
COVID cases with children 
and staff. It is all credit to 
the school community for 
pulling together and 
keeping on going. Our 
thanks go to our families 
for their support and 
understanding during these tricky times.   
We all hope that you have a peaceful Christmas when it 
arrives, and we will report again in the new year! 

 

Mr Aguda and the Hatton Park Team 

 
We are looking into a local music teacher providing 

clarinet and saxophone lessons at school. It is 
amazing how many homes have an unused and 

unloved musical instrument lurking in a cupboard. If 
you do have a clarinet or saxophone that you no 

longer want or need, we would be happy to give it a 
home and enable children to experience the 

instrument. We were also gifted some electronic 
keyboards last year. These are great for the children 
and again, we would be happy to accept donations 

of these if they are unwanted. 

‘’Suddenly I realized - two people isn't enough. You 
need backup’’. That is a line from the film ‘About a 
boy’ and I think when it comes to parenting there’s 
a lot of truth in that. Parenting is much easier when 
we have other people around us to support us and 
help us out. The arrival of a new baby can turn eve-
rything upside down. Every parent (and every baby) 
is different, and it is good to encourage one another 
even as we experience our own particular chal-
lenges and joys. 
Rainbow Baby Club has been running in Longstan-

ton for over 18 years and has provided a welcom-
ing space for local parents to connect with others. 
Not everybody has family nearby and it can be a 
real benefit to get to know other people with whom 
to share the journey of parenthood. We occasional-
ly have visitors who lead taster sessions on baby 
massage, baby yoga or baby signing. 
If getting out of the house is a struggle, don’t worry 
as parents arrive when they are ready. Refresh-
ments are available and it doesn’t matter if your ba-
by sleeps for the duration or needs to be fed or 
changed. The group is very informal with oppor-
tunity for adults to chat and for babies to play or 
sleep. We usually finish each session by singing 
together. 
Going to a group is daunting - especially when you 
are caring for a new baby. Most new parents feel 
like they are learning on the job - so join the club! 
Please contact Susan if you have any questions on: 
susanmeah@hotmail.com  

Susan Meah 

mailto:susanmeah@hotmail.com
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NORTHSTOWE SECONDARY COLLEGE (NSC) NEWS 
It has been a busy term here at 
NSC. Since our last article, we 
have held both our Year 6 into 7 
evening and our open morning. 
Our Year 6 evening was attended 
by over 400 people, with lots of 
interest in joining us in September 
2022. We are currently 
oversubscribed for the incoming 
year and in our current Year 7. Our 
students enjoyed showing our 
facilities to the prospective 
students, as well as helping in 
example lessons. Four of our 
students were also brave enough to speak to all the 
visitors about their experience at NSC. Our open morning 
was lovely, with over 400 people joining us during the 
morning. It was fantastic to see our current students 
showing their families round, many of whom had not ever 
seen our complete building due to Covid restrictions. 
  

We have been lucky to be able 
to get out on some trips and 
visits, with our Woodland 
Challenge and our team building 
missions and climbing in Milton 
Keynes. Year 7s have also been 
to the National Space 
Centre! We have also held our 
Annual Remembrance Service 
on 11th November. The students 
filed out in silence and stood 
outside while we read, reflected 
and observed a 
minute’s silence. 
We were so 

pleased to have Rev. Cope join us as well 
as having Joshua play the Last Post. 
Florence Gosling also joined with me at 
the first ever Northstowe Remembrance 
Service on Sunday 14th. We felt a great 
deal of pride in being part of this 
community event, and Flo did a wonderful job of reading 
and laying a wreath on behalf of the College. 
  

We celebrated Children in Need with our funky hair, socks, 
tights and ties, asking families to donate a pound in aid of 
such a good cause. We are also proud to have Sam here in 
the NSC family raising money for 
a coding club for our 
students. Many of you will have 
seen him on our FB page and on 
his fundraising page. He really is 
a star raising nearly £700. Watch 
out Alan Sugar; our Sam is 
coming! Also on our FB pages, 
we hope you have seen our Hot 
Chocolate Wednesday students, 
rewarded for always 
demonstrating the College’s core values of Kindness, 
Curiosity and Hard work.  Our environment committee also 
played their part in making promises for the environment 
as part of the COP26 school’s initiative. 
  
We are thankful for the kindness of our parents, who have 
been supporting us with computing, engineering, 
recycling, planning our Valentine’s disco and giving so 
generously of their time in our enrichment programme. We 
are able to offer so much more because of them.  Our 
clubs continue to thrive with over 30 clubs on at lunchtime 
or after school.  We hope to add to that with more student-
led clubs, with students bidding for £1000 offered by Living 
Sport to set up and run their own afterschool sessions. 
Having listened to our young people give their pitches, I 
was so proud of the seriousness they gave to the task and 
the professional way they presented. We have a great deal 
of wonderful young people at the College. 
  
We have also been working on our website to try and 
make it more reflective of the family you will see if you visit 
the College. We also want to share our tips on how to 
support children at home, as well as inspiration for children 
and families curious about the learning; do have a look. 
  
As we plan for our Christmas Concert in early December, 
we would like to take the time to thank our community for 
their support and wish you all a lovely and restful festive 
break. 
  

Carole Moss, Headteacher 

LONGSTANTON WI 
Longstanton WI go undercover We're slowly returning to 
having outside speakers in our meetings and our most re-
cent sent us undercover to learn about the research need-
ed to investigate the story of David Parr's house on Gwydir 
St in Cambridge. 
David Parr's house is an ordinary Cambridge terraced 
house containing an extraordinary secret world - an arts 
and crafts worker’s home with many stories to tell. His 
home is a testament to the skills he learnt at the Cam-
bridge firm, F R Leach & Sons, who worked with many of 
the top designers and architects of the day, including Wil-
liam Morris. 
 
The intricately patterned house is a brilliant portal into the 
Arts & Crafts era as well as the world of a working man of 
that time. But that’s not all. The home was preserved by 

David Parr’s grand-
daughter, Elsie 
Palmer, who lived 
there for over 85 
years. As visitors 
make their way 
around the house 
and discover David 
Parr’s amazing inte-
riors, they also dis-
cover echoes of an 
already lost 20th century world, mementoes of Elsie’s daily 
life which always prompt memories and conversation. 
 

Longstanton WI 
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The mild autumn 
weather has ensured 
that the courts have 
been in regular use, with 

club sessions proving very popular. 
Coaching continues on Thursdays with four sessions, each 
for different ages/skill levels. Sessions run in 6 or 7 week 
blocks during term time. If you’re interested, please contact 
David directly by emailing:  
coaching@longstantontennis.co.uk.  
 
Coaching is open to both members and non-members (with 
members benefitting from a reduced rate).  
Two men’s teams and one mixed team are competing in the 
winter leagues and despite injuries are managing to field a 
team for all matches. All teams are doing well, especially 
the first men’s team, which is lying second in their division 
with three matches remaining.  
If you are interested in joining the club or finding out more, 
please have a look at our website: 

www.longstantontennis.co.uk.  
Alternatively, pop down to one of our club sessions on 
Tuesday and Friday evenings from 6 pm and Sunday 
mornings from 11 am.  
The courts are available to book via our online booking 
system, available on our website. Once you’ve booked a 
court, you’ll be given a code to access the key safe to open 
the gate. Members can book courts for free, whilst non-
members pay a £5 ‘pay and play’ fee per hour.  
Floodlights are available for evening club sessions. 
However, they are now somewhat aged and need 
replacing. We hope to be able to replace them with much 
more energy efficient LEDs – when depends on whether we 
can access some financial support. 

 
Hope to see you on court soon!  

 
Fred Chatfield, Club Treasurer 

VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB 

In the last edition of Longstanton 
Life, we published our list of club 
competition winners. Since then, in 
November, we’ve held our annual 
presentation dinner where the 
competition winners are presented 
with their trophies. This year’s 
dinner was held at Girton Golf Club. 
It was a very enjoyable evening. 
Being able to socialise with fellow 
bowlers and their guests, was a 

real pleasure, particularly since this wasn’t possible last 
year due to COVID restrictions. Whilst at times playing 
Bowls can be a highly competitive sport, at other times it’s 
much more about the friendships formed and the social 
side. 

The outdoor bowling season finished in September and 
since then the bowls green has had its autumn make-over, 
including reseeding, in preparation for next season.  New 
grass can clearly be seen all over the green and due to the 
mild autumn weather, we’re still having to cut the green on 
a regular basis.  Regarding our battle with the crows, we’re 
currently enjoying a “ceasefire”, the leatherjackets 
morphed into daddy long legs, forcing the crows to look 
for food elsewhere. Hopefully, the crows are now enjoying 
a new diet and will leave the green alone. 
Behind the scenes, planning is well advanced for next 
season, league entries have been finalised and fixture lists 
compiled.  Finally, our 2022 open day will be on Saturday, 
16th April.  If you would like more information about the 
club, then please contact Marion Edwards on 01954 
780118 or email marionedwards1@btinternet.com. 
 

David Slights 

Pioneer Café:  
Northstowe’s community café continues 
 
Pioneer Café, at the Community Wing in Northstowe on Wednesday mornings 
10am-12.30pm, continues to serve hot and cold drinks and simple snacks at low 
prices, to enjoy inside or take away. 
With the micro-library and toys available it’s a safe space for children to explore, 
whilst also being a great venue with wi-fi for your in-person work meetings or 
calls, or a chance to catch up with friends over a cup of coffee. 
Thanks to your support we’ve recently been able to lower some of our prices, 
and thanks to generous support from Northstowe Social we can now offer free 
squash for children! 
As a Friends of the Wing initiative, we’re always looking for more volunteers to 
join our team behind the counter: sign up at bit.ly/pioneercafevolunteers, get in 
touch at friendsofthewing@gmail.com or pop in to the Wing for a chat. 
 

 Mari O’Neill 

https://bit.ly/pioneercafevolunteers
mailto:friendsofthewing@gmail.com
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Winter Folktales and Traditions 
A consolation of the days getting shorter, colder and more dark 
has to be the traditions we’ve created to make winter a season of 
comfort, indulgence and celebration. As we begin preparations 
for Christmas, and hope for time spent with loved ones, here is a 
look at some of the perhaps lesser known folktales and traditions 
associated with this period:  

Robin Redbreast These beautiful birds 
have become a symbol of winter and 
Christmastime. Often depicted on the 
front of Christmas cards, some people 
believe that to see a robin is a sign of 
a lost loved one returned to say hello. 
The story of how the robin got its 
redbreast is a heroic one, as it is said 
that a robin shielded baby Jesus from 
a fire in the manger, burning the front 
of its breast and forever marking it the 

distinctive red we know and admire today. 

The Holly and the Ivy As subjects of a traditional British carol, holly 
and ivy are  both symbolic choices of plant sometimes used to 
decorate houses at Christmas time.  Holly is viewed as a 
masculine plant, the barbed leaves and red berries symbolizing 
eternal life and protection. In Christian tradition, the leaves 
represent Christ’s crown of thorns and the berries His blood. Prior 
to this time, holly was the sigil of an ancient king who oversaw 
the final six months of the year, taking over from the Oak King 
during the solstice.  Ivy was the female counterpart to holly, 
sharing the same symbolism although initially the plant was 
mistrusted and believed to bring on madness and intoxication. As 
such, it should always be countered with holly, lest bad luck be 
brought upon a household.  

Jack Frost The character of ‘Jack Frost’ has been brought back 
into popular culture in the last few decades, often shown as a 
counterpart to Santa in films like ’Rise of the Guardians’ and the 
’Santa Clause 3’.  The mischievous, youthful personification of 

winter we know of today originates from a 19th century poem by 
Hannah Gould. If you’re out walking and feel a sudden chill creep 
upon your nose, it’s possible Jack Frost has given it a nip. 

Mistletoe To the people of ancient Britain, the mistletoe plant was 
so sacred it could only be cut by a druid wielding a golden sickle.  
It was a symbol of fertility and peace, offering protection from evil 
spirits. The famously reserved Victorians invented the kissing 
aspect of the tradition. 

Christmas Tree Indeed, a lot of the traditions we continue today 
were popularised by the Victorians, following ‘influencers’ of the 
time, Queen Victoria and her husband Albert. However, the 
history of Christmas trees goes back thousands of years. Plants 
and trees which remained green all year served as reminders that 
the harshness of winter would end and that life would renew in 
the spring. Ancient people brought these plants into their homes, 
and hung boughs above doorframes to ward off evil spirits and 
illness.     

Fenland Skating In the 1800s, harsh winters often meant that the 
flat marshland of the fens would freeze over. Lack of 
transportation and adequate roads meant that villages would be 
cut off from each other during winter months, were it not for the 
River Cam. The frozen river made for an excellent roadway, as 
people would strap animal bones to the bottom of their feet and 
skate along its length from Ely to Cambridge. The invention of 
steel, allowed for a more modern ice skate to be created. In 1814, 
students and lecturers were documented, wearing their caps and 
gowns, skating around the ice underneath the bridges of Clare 
Hall, Gerard’s Hostel and Trinity college. The ‘World Fen Skating 
Championships’ have been held in Norfolk since the 1890s, over 
shallow, still pools of water as a safety measure against the risks 
associated with skating over moving waterways.  
Although, warmer weather associated with our changing climate 
risks making this a fondly remembered pastime.  

Vicky Stevens 

The Pavilion 
Tel: 01954 782233, Over Road, Longstanton 
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com 
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com 
Find us on Facebook 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 22.00 
Friday: 14.30 until 23.00 
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.00 
Sunday: 12.00 until 20.00 

NEW OPENING HOURS! 

As another year comes to an end, we would like to thank 
everyone that has supported us so that we have come out 
of these dark times still serving drinks and welcoming new 
people to the premises.  We would of course like to thank 
all the football teams, the cricket teams, bowls teams and 
tennis teams and even the people that are not very keen on 
sport. 
Thank you to the people who joined in on the Halloween 
functions. We were hoping for more, but we understand 
there are still worries for people due to the effects of Covid. 
Over Christmas we are hosting a meet Father Christmas, 
which includes a lunch, crafts and of course a present.  We 
hope all the children enjoy this and apologies for the small 
number that can attend, but Father Christmas is rather busy 
at this time of year. 
We have a free New Year’s Eve disco. Everyone is welcome 
to see the New Year in with us. There is no theme this year 
except it’s great to be ‘out out’. 

As we move forward into 2022, we are already taking book-
ings for birthday parties and other celebrations.  If you 
would like to hire any part of the Pavilion, please either 
drop in and see us, e-mail us, or contact us via our Face-
book page.  We are happy to discuss the hire of a disco, 
catering options and anything else you may require. 
We would also like to welcome any new bingo players to 
come over on a Monday night.  This is an all-cash session 
and is played every other week.  The dates for this are 
again on our webpage.  It would be a shame to see this be-
ing cancelled, so your support would be greatly appreciat-
ed. 
 
We hope everyone has a great Christmas and New Year, 
and we look forward to seeing you in 2022. 
 

The Pavilion Team 

mailto:longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
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AN UPDATE FROM FEN DRAYTON LAKES 

 
A birding annual review 
 
The closing of the year presents a good time to summarise the 
wildlife goings-on that have taken place over the past 12 
months. Overall, it has been an exciting year; however varied 
water levels posed a challenge for some species to overcome. 
 
Early winter flooding meant the reserve effectively became one 
giant lake. The ducks were having a great time with large 
numbers of wigeon, tufted duck, pintail, shoveler and 
goldeneye counted. Wading birds that like shallow water 
struggled to find higher ground, but the few areas that were 
suitable resulted in large counts of black-tailed godwits and 
lapwing, amongst others. 
 
Fluctuating water levels are not good for species which nest 
close to the water, as proved to be the case when spring 
flooding in April resulted in many of the nesting islands for 
gulls, waders and terns being washed out. It was really fraught 
to watch the birds trying to build up their nests with twigs so 
that their eggs remained out of the water. Most couldn’t do it in 
time, but a few managed to build up their nests over a foot 
higher. Once the water receded somewhat, these birds were 
sat proud on towering nests. 
 
Our reedbeds are managed with the hope of scarce breeding 
birds using them. This year, a pair of bittern were observed to 
be likely breeding on site. Although we often hear a territorial 
male in the spring, this is the first time we recorded nesting 
evidence. Bearded tits are also likely to have nested on site for 
the first time after sightings of a family group with youngsters 
were reported. These are both good signs that the work we 
carry out in the reedbed is working and that it is in the right 
condition with habitat and food availability for our target birds. 

 

 
 
Nightingales hadn’t been heard on the reserve for a few years, 
but following habitat work that we have carried out over the 
past two winters, we were overjoyed to hear two males singing 
their wonderful lyrical song from deep within an area of scrub 
in the spring. A female was later seen with one of the males, 
suggesting breeding may have taken place. 
  
Our other headline species is the turtle dove and surveys 
revealed up to five singing birds around the reserve. They went 
quiet after a while, but we confirmed breeding for at least one 
pair with a family group seen in August.  
 
Following the breeding season, the reserve sees an annual 
build-up of mute swans which come here to moult their wing 
feathers. During this time, they are flightless and need large 
waterbodies to feel safe on. The counts achieved by our 
volunteers were huge with 233 counted in June.  
 
Going into the winter months a murmuration began. Black 
silhouettes appeared en-masse in the sky before the setting 
sun. They wheel around and create wonderous shapes. These 
are made by starlings which fly into the reedbed to roost. We 
are lucky that most years they visit, but their presence is never 
guaranteed. A fitting finale to the year. 
 
Email: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk 
Phone: 01954 233260 

 Visit rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:  
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 Turtle Dove at the orchard – Henry Cook 

Starling murmuration at Fen Drayton Lakes – Gill Parish 

Bar Hill HAPPY HOURS Club  
December and January 
 
We are meeting in the main bar area of the Bar Hill 
Sports and Social Club, between 2pm and 4pm on Fri-
day afternoons for tea and cakes. Getting together with 
friends for fun and games.  ALL OF THIS FOR ONLY £2 
PER PERSON.  The bar will be open if you want some-
thing ‘extra’. 
 
We are looking for new members to join us so if you are 
50 or over, want to get out, see some old friends, meet 
some new ones and have some fun why not come 
along and give us a try! 
 
If you give us a try and decide that it’s for you, you will 
also need to join the BHSSC which is £5 per year. 

 
 Coming up in December and January: 
 
10th December: Bingo and a Quiz 
17th December:  NO CLUB 
24th December: TBA 
31st December: TBA 
7th January: Quiz 
14th January: Bingo and a Quiz 
21st January: Burns Night/Quiz 
28th January: Burns Night/Quiz 
4th February: Bingo and a Quiz 
 

Anne Plumb 
Tel: 01954 780364,   

Email:anne@rwp10.plus.com 
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Longstanton & District Heritage Society is 
interested in not only telling the stories of 
Longstanton and Oakington Airfield, but is 
also keen on introducing residents to the 
wider heritage on our doorstep. Local villages 
such as Longstanton and Oakington were not 
isolated communities but were part of  a 
wider network of social, tribal and trade 

interactions, much of which was strengthened by our local 
area’s proximity to the Fens. In the days when transport of 
goods by unmade roads would have been difficult, the 
waterways of the Fens allowed for the transportation of 
goods, materials and people. The isolation of the Fens also 
provided a good hiding place for outlaws and others who did 
not wish to come to the attention of the authorities such as 
local legend, Hereward the Wake. The proximity of East Anglia 
to continental Europe also led to vulnerability from attack, 
which meant this area of the country was not always as 
peaceful as we may imagine. 
 
In a recent edition of our local magazine, I told the story of the 
network of ancient trackways that lie between north-west 
Cambridge and the south-west Fens. Some of these 
trackways pass close by Longstanton and Northstowe and can 

be easily explored 
by bicycle, horse or 
on foot. However, 
heritage within our 
landscape does not 
end with trackways 
and paths, there are 
other interesting 
features linked to 
historical events of 
the past which can 
be seen within the 
landscape if you 
know where to look.  
 

I have been asked to tell the story of some of these local 
places so I will start by sharing the story of Giants Hill, 
Rampton, an ancient fortification which lies near to Rampton 
church. It would be a long walk from Longstanton or 
Northstowe Phase 1, but it is easy to get to by bicycle or by 
car. To walk or cycle to Rampton take the track that lies next 
to the Phase 1 lake, cross over the Guided Busway and head 
out across open countryside. On the edge of Rampton the 
track splits; right takes you towards Westwick and turning left 
takes you towards Rampton village itself. Once in the centre of 
the village keep right and head towards Cottenham until you 
see a layby on your left. The entrance to Giants Hill is there. If 
you reach the traffic calming area as you leave the village you 
have gone too far. Fortunately, Rampton has a pub on the 
main road which, if open, can provide refreshment and rest 
before heading back to Northstowe and Longstanton. 
 

Giants Hill Rampton 
Once you arrive at the site of Giants Hill, there is a short but 
fascinating walk around Giants Hill which is an unfinished 
medieval castle dating from 12th Century. It is associated with 
the remains of a medieval settlement and its arable fields, 
partly overlying the remains of the medieval village of 
Rampton. The castle is linked to the Anarchy, a period of civil 
war and unrest during the reign of King Stephen and ‘Queen’ 
Matilda. When King Henry I died in 1135, Henry's daughter, 
Empress Matilda, claimed the throne but so did Henry's 
favourite nephew, Stephen of Blois. Matilda’s brother had died 
in 1120, which left her as Henry’s sole legitimate heir. However, 
Stephen hurried to London and was crowned King, an 
appointment confirmed by the Pope in 1136. In 1139, Matilda 
invaded England to claim the throne for herself. Many clergy 
and barons threw their support behind Matilda's claim but 
many others became a law unto themselves. Authority broke 

down and Stephen's government lost control – hence the 
term 'anarchy'. Barons supported either Stephen or Matilda, 
with some swapping allegiance depending on who they 
thought would be on the winning side. Civil War raged 
between 1139 and 1153, with ordinary people, across large 
parts of the country, being caught up in what was effectively a 
family dispute and a fight for power. 
 
One such Baron, Geoffrey de Mandeville, 1st earl of Essex, is 
considered one of the worst of a number of cruel and lawless 
barons during the reign of King Stephen. Geoffrey was a great 
landowner in Essex and elsewhere. He came to prominence in 
1140 when Stephen, desperate to have his support 
against Matilda,  made him hereditary earl of Essex. 
When Stephen was captured by Matilda’s supporters 
(February 1141), Geoffrey deserted to her. In 1141, plans were 
made for Matilda’s coronation but she did not have the 
support of the people and she was forced to free Stephen, in 
return for the release of her half-brother. Stalemate followed 
with Matilda controlling lands in the south-west of England, 
Stephen controlling lands in the east and midlands and the 
rest of the country being controlled by local independent 
barons. 
In 1143, during the height of the Anarchy, Geoffrey seized the 
Isle of Ely in opposition to 
King Stephen, ransacked the 
area, burning Cambridge and 
capturing and fortifying 
Ramsey Abbey. In response, 
King Stephen ordered the 
construction of a series of 
castles along the Fen Edge, at 
Rampton, Burwell, Caxton, 
Swavesey and Wood Walton. 
The peasants of Rampton 
were instructed to help build 
the castle and were forced to 
pull down their own houses to 
make way for it. In August 
1144, Geoffrey De Mandeville 
attacked the castle at Burwell 
while it was still under 
construction and was mortally 
wounded by an arrow, dying 
soon after. With Geoffrey’s death the castles were no longer 
required and Giants Hill was left frozen in time.  
 
How did this period of anarchy end? In 1148, Matilda retired to 
Normandy and began to promote her eldest son Henry. The 
throne continued to be disputed by Henry, who invaded 
England in 1149, and 1153. Stephen stubbornly fought on but, 
following the death of his son, agreement was made with 
Henry that he would inherit the throne on Stephen’s death. 
Henry did eventually inherit the English throne in 1154, and was 
crowned Henry II. 
 
In autumn 2004, South Cambridgeshire District Council 
magazine produced a great article which detailed the history 
of the site and provides information on location, parking etc. A 
digital copy of the article and further information can be found 
by visiting the Rampton village website:  
https://rampton.org/rampton-park-and-giants-hill/ 
 
We hope that you enjoy exploring this fascinating piece of 
local history but as usual please be aware that the site is 
uneven and could be muddy after wet weather. Please take 
care to close gates, protect grazing livestock and make sure 
that litter is taken home. Archaeological sites are fragile, 
particularly if visited by many people, so please take care to 
leave this ancient castle site undisturbed. 
 

Hilary Stroude 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH: LONGSTANTON 

King Stephen by Matthew 
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WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES 
Reception Tel:  Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 207600  Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  

Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk 

Christmas 2021 – opening hours Please note the surgery will be 
CLOSED on the weekends and all the bank holidays including 
Monday 27th December, Tuesday 28th December and Monday 
3rd January. Normal opening hours on all the other days during 
the holiday period 
 
Please plan ahead and make sure you have enough medication. 
The last date for ordering repeat prescriptions in time for the 
Christmas holidays is Weds 22nd December. The last date for 
collection before Christmas is Fri 24th December by 4pm at 
Longstanton Surgery and 6pm at Willingham.  The last date for 
ordering repeat medication before New year will be Weds 29th 
December and collection is no later than Fri 31st of December by 
4pm at Longstanton Surgery and 6pm at Willingham .  
 
Get ready for winter viruses Flu and COVID-19 can both be life-
threatening and spread more easily in winter, when we are all 
crowded together inside. Most adults and children will be 
eligible for a flu jab, COVID-19 booster, or both. It’s the most 
effective way to boost our natural immunity and protect 
ourselves from these viruses. So, book your vaccine 
appointments now and BOOST your immunity this winter. 
So it’s important to get your flu vaccine this year as well as your 
COVID-19 vaccines. The flu vaccine is given free on the NHS to 
people who: 
 
 are 50 and over (including those who'll be 50 by 31 

March 2022) 
 have certain health conditions 
 are pregnant 
 are in long-stay residential care 
 receive a carer's allowance, or are the main carer for an 

older or disabled person who may be at risk if you get 
sick 

 live with someone who is more likely to get infections 
(such as someone who has HIV, has had a transplant or is 
having certain treatments for cancer, lupus or 
rheumatoid arthritis) 

 frontline health or social care workers 

COVID-19 vaccines are available to anyone over 16 through the 

national booking service or walk-in spots. Boosters are also 
available for people over 50 or health and social care workers, 
as long as you are 182 days since your second dose. These 
have to be booked at https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus
-vaccination/  
 
There's loads of winter bugs already circulating in our 
communities. It might feel like you've been ill forever, but some 
things do take a while to clear. You can get medication from the 
pharmacy to help relieve the symptoms whilst you recover. 
 
Help your local NHS this winter The past 18 months have been 
really hard for the NHS but there are some small things you can 
do that will make a big difference to help the NHS this winter: 
 
 get your flu vaccine – whether you have one for free or 

need to buy one from a pharmacy, it’s really important 
for you and your family to be protected this winter 

 get your COVID-19 vaccines – first dose, second dose, 
third dose or booster, take up the offer of COVID-19 
vaccines that are available to you 

 download the NHS app – for on the go access to your 
NHS COVID pass, book appointments, order repeat 
prescriptions and more https://www.nhs.uk/apps-
library/nhs-app/  

 use your local pharmacy – they are experts in 
medication and can provide lots of self-care advice and 
medicines for winter bugs 

 Keep a well stocked medicine cabinet – you never know 
which bugs you and your family might catch this winter, 
so it’s worth having a supply of basic medications at 
home https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/
your-medicine-cabinet/  

COVID-19 vaccine for pregnant women The NHS is encouraging 
pregnant women to get the COVID-19 vaccine as new data 
shows that nearly 20 per cent of the most critically ill COVID 
patients are pregnant women who have not been vaccinated. 
 

Wishing all our patients a Happy  
and Healthy Holiday this Christmas 

Lisa Smith – Assistant Practice Manager 

Christmas is a time for joy and 
celebration. But that does not mean 
it is only a time for those who are 
already joyful as they approach 
Christmas. The last two years have 
been tough for many. For some, the 
circumstances that have knocked 
you down are obvious: illness, 
bereavement, job loss etc. For 
others, your circumstances may 
seem ok, and you may present 
yourself to others as coping well, 

but inside you feel weary and anxious and low.  
 
As we come to Christmas 2021, the birth of Jesus is good news for 
people battered by circumstances and low in spirit. The seasonal 
festivities are good and fun, but can ring hollow when we are truly 
down in the valley of despair. But Jesus, the one at the heart of the 
first Christmas, has himself come to be with the low and to lift them. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, sings about what God is doing through 
the baby he has given her (Luke 1:46-48, 52-53): 
 
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant…  
He has brought down rulers from their thrones  
but has lifted up the humble.  
He has filled the hungry with good things  
but has sent the rich away empty…”  
 
God becoming man and living with us is good news for people who 
are battered by life or faking holding it together. So whether you are 
full of cheerfulness or struggling through the darkness, we invite you 
to find out more about Jesus and how he is able to lift us up.  
 
12th December Christmas Craft (9:30am) and Nativity Service 
(10:30am) Northstowe Secondary College. Children are encouraged 
to come dressed as characters from the nativity and get involved as 
we retell the story. Christmas refreshments served before and after 
the service.  
19th December Traditional Carol Service (6pm) outside on The 
Northstowe Green. Wrap up warm and join us for carols, readings, 
short talk, and refreshments around the Christmas tree.  
 

Pastor Josh Monteiro 
Email: josh.monteiro@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org 
Postal Address: 45 Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET  

Emmanuel Church Northstowe  

https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.thevaccinators.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/book-a-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/your-medicine-cabinet/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/your-medicine-cabinet/


15 

Changing seasons 
‘For everything there is a season and time 
for every matter under heaven.’  So says 
the Old Testament wisdom literature of 
Ecclesiastes.  We have seen the practical 
reality of this before us with the end of 
British Summer Time.  The falling leaves 
of the autumn months coincided with 
long dark nights drawing in.  Those who 

pass by All Saints’ Church will have noticed that the lime trees 
have been lovingly pruned, made safe for spring and summer 
growth next year. 
Inside the church, I hope that by the time you read this piece our 
re-ordering will have been completed.  We give thanks for new 
meeting spaces for all in the community and a sensitively re-
positioned font now basking in the sunlight shining through the 
south window.  Thank you for supporting this work.  At the same 
time, we have sadly witnessed a crumbling ceiling in need of 
major repair.  All these projects, planned and unplanned, come at 
a financial cost. 
As we head into the Advent season, one of our Christmas 
preparations will be the buying of gifts, quite possibly online.  
Mindful of this, may I highlight the easyfundraising page for All 
Saints’ Longstanton.  With Christmas around the corner, you can 
support your local church every time you purchase online.  

Shopping via easyfundraising gives a gift (at no extra cost) to All 
Saints’ Church.  Thousands of retailers will make a free donation 
to our beautiful, historic church and its upkeep as a ‘thank you’ 
for shopping with them.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
allsaintschurchlongstanton/ 
 
We look forward to preparing for and celebrating Christmas.  You 
are most welcome to join us for Sunday worship at 9.30am each 
week, equally for the following special seasonal gatherings at All 
Saints’ Church, Longstanton: 
 
 Sunday 12 December  7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service 
 Christmas Eve  3pm  Outdoor All Age crib service 
 Christmas Eve  11.30pm  Midnight Communion 
 Christmas Day  9.30am  All Age Service 
 
I send you season’s greetings and wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and New Year. 

 
Rev’d Lucy Cleland,  

Team Vicar (Designate) in Longstanton,  
Over, Swavesey and Willingham. 

T: (01954) 277758  E: lucy@5folds.org.uk    

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

PATHFINDER CHURCH, NORTHSTOWE 

Ancient wisdom, contemporary spirituality. 
For many of us, the pandemic forced us to re-consider our 
rhythms of life. Here at Pathfinder Church, we’ve been reading 

Ian Adam’s book “Cave Refectory 
Road” uncovering ancient 
monastic wisdom for 
contemporary spirituality. Through 
this term, the opportunity to 
explore new spiritual practices, 
including silent contemplation, 
has helped us connect with God 
and each other. And, from that 
place of rest and connection, to 
be ready to make a difference in 
the places we find ourselves, 
giving us the strength to focus 

some of our other favourite themes: community and social 
justice. Read more here… and maybe try it yourself? 
www.northstowe.church/explore  
 
Christmas with Pathfinder Church  

As well as partnering in other community events as part of the 
Northstowe Winter Festival, we’re also coordinating these 
events, open to all, at Pathfinder Primary School unless otherwise 
stated.  
 
All through Advent:  Visit the Stable Scene outside 6 Woodpecker 
Close 

5th December:  10-2pm Craft Fair Pop-Up Café and Band:  
Bring an instrument and join our community jamming session. Or 
simply pull up a chair, tuck into a mince pie and listen. 

17th December:  Community Carols round The Tree  
Refreshments beforehand;  Carols at 6.30)  

19th December:  3.30pm Campfire Christingle 
Bring the family to our Reimagined Christingle, with a fire-side 
moment of wonder (inside if wet) 

24th December (Christmas Eve):  

 6.40pm Early Christmas Night Campfire Communion  

   11.45pm Streamed Midnight Communion (YouTube) 

25th December (Christmas Morning):  9.30-11.30am Community 
Breakfast with Carols and more. Don’t be alone unless you want 
to be! Those of all traditions and none are invited to join us for a 
free breakfast (sponsored by local organisations) and light-
hearted carol singing, followed by an optional reflective space to 
sing, pray and celebrate Christmas in an informal setting.  

 
Your Church of England Church, with an inclusive ecumenical 
welcome to those of all traditions and none. 
 
Revd Dr Beth Cope is the Pioneer Minister (“Vicar”)  and Priest for 
Northstowe: first port of call for Church of England Weddings, 
Baptisms and Funerals in Northstowe. She works closely with 
Revds Lucy and Simon in the surrounding villages (the 5 Folds 
Family of Churches).  Contact her at Church House, 6 
Woodpecker Close, Northstowe, CB24 1AW (01954 261 181) 
 contact@northstowe.church; www.northstowe.church   
Follow our social media (fb.me/PathfinderChurch)  
or newsletter (bit.ly/PathfinderChurchNews) to see pictures, 
news, and more.  

 
Revd Dr Beth Cope 

Pathfinder Church Northstowe is a Church of England Church, with an in-
clusive ecumenical welcome. Revd Dr Beth Cope is the Pioneer Minister for 
Northstowe, working closely with Revds. Lucy and Simon from the 5folds 
Family of Churches which includes All Saints’ Longstanton. She is available 
to talk through the Big Questions of life, as well as for Northstowe’s wed-
dings, baptisms, and funerals whether you are a regular churchgoer or not. 
Contact her at Church House, 6 Woodpecker Close, Northstowe (01954 261 
181) contact@northstowe.church 
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Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, c/o The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 
For more information please visit our website at www.ldhs.org or contact us by post, Facebook message by or e-mail at ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Way Forward? 

Over the last year it has 
become apparent that 
the workload involved 
with running the 
Heritage Society, 
protecting and indexing 
the LDHS Archives and 
disseminating 
information to our 
communities, via social 
media and our local 
magazines, is 
becoming increasingly 
complex and 
challenging. Whilst 
membership numbers 
both local and national 
are good, volunteers to 
manage the Heritage 
Society and its archives are not available in sufficient numbers 
to make viable the work involved in owning and maintaining 
an important archive. In addition, some of our work requires a 
level of professional expertise that community volunteers 
simply do not have. For many months we have been 
requesting professional support as we work to protect the 
archives, provide information to Longstanton and Northstowe 
residents whilst, at the same time, working with Cambridge 
County Council, Homes England and others on LDHS content 
for the forth-coming heritage building. Unfortunately, despite 
the importance of the LDHS Archives and the importance of 
this new building to Longstanton, Oakington and Northstowe, 
no professional support has been forth-coming and this has 
inevitably impacted the Society. The result is that choices now 
need to be made as to how to proceed. 

At time of writing, LDHS participation within the new building 
hangs in the balance with questions on storage, display, 
governance and LDHS autonomy still to be addressed. Whilst 
LDHS is delighted that a heritage building is being provided 
on the site of RAF Oakington, the Society can only move into 
the building if it provides LDHS with the necessary secure 
storage and work space that we need and LDHS’s autonomy 
is guaranteed. The Heritage Annex must be a workable home 
for LDHS - there is simply too much work involved running 
the Society for this not to be the case. Of course, this building 
is a first step and we are hopeful that outstanding issues can 
be resolved. However, LDHS has reached out to Longstanton 
Parish Council and Northstowe Town Council asking for 
support in planning the next stage of the LDHS project. 

Unfortunately, the workload involved with running the Society 
and the lack of professional expertise has the potential to put 
the future of both the Heritage Society and the LDHS Archives 
at risk.  What is important now are cross community 
discussions as to what organisation structure will best protect 

the LDHS Archives for 
future generations. There 
are a few options that can 
be considered and whilst 
LDHS members will have 
the final say on the future 
of the Society and its 
archives, it is likely that 
members will decide on 
whatever course of action 
best protects the archives 
for the long-term.  

Decisions do now need to 
be made if the LDHS 
Archives are to be secured 
as a long term community 
heritage asset, which can 
be accessed by the public 
in a secure and 
professional manner. To 
date, LDHS has welcomed 
the support it has been 
receiving from 
Longstanton Parish 
Council and members of 
Northstowe Town Council 
and we look forward to 
working with them over 
the coming months to 
explore options on the 

best way forward. 

We also wish to thank residents who have joined  LDHS. 
Members’ 
support is 
vital to our 
work and it 
enables us to 
ensure that 
everyone has 
the 
opportunity to  
understand 
the heritage 
that 
Longstanton 
shares with 
Northstowe 
and Oakington. If you would like more information or wish to 
help the Society at this critical time, please do get in touch. 

In the meantime, the LDHS Committee would like to wish all 
residents of Longstanton a Happy New Year and best wishes 
for 2022. 

Hilary Stroude (Secretary) 

Special Request:  The LDHS require hardcopies of the 
following Longstanton Life editions for their archives, if you 
are able to help please get in touch:  

2002 - Aug; Sept; Nov 

2003 - Jan; March; May; July; Sept; Nov 

2004 - May; July 

2009 - Vol 9 Issue 1 

  LDHS UPDATE: LONGSTANTON - Dec/Jan 2022 

Above: Longstanton High Street showing the old yard at Home Farm, 
1982. The Co-op stands approximately where the large barn is stand-
ing. 
Below right: Hattons Road which, before the construction of the bypass, 
was the main road (B1050) through the village and out towards Willing-
ham and the Fens. 
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HALLOWEEN COMPETITION 
WINNERS! 

 

Florence, age 4, and Muneer Hajee are our Junior 
and Senior Halloween Competition winners, 

congratulations! We hope you have enjoyed the 

pumpkins, kindly donated by Larksfield Nursery, 
Longstanton. The winning answers were: Picture 

A: The Blair Witch Project, Picture B: Scream, 
Picture C: The Shining, Picture D: The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show, Picture E: Casper, Picture F: 

Hocus Pocus.  
For Juniors there were 21 pumpkins to count. 

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 

Junior: 
Open to all those aged 12 years or under. Hidden on the pages of 
this issue of the magazine are candy canes. Find and count all the 
candy canes, but be careful because there are some candy cane 
pairs and you need to count each candy cane! 
Senior: 
Open to anyone over 18 years. How well do you know your Christ-
mas hits? With the shops blasting out Mariah Carey since the be-
ginning of November, you’d hope we are all experts by now! 
There are eight Christmas songs written using just the first letters 
of each word in the title. Can you work out all eight Christmas hits? 
(E.g. AIAM = Away in a Manger) 
To enter the competitions, send your answers to Longstanton Life 
either by posting at the Village Institute, or by emailing to: 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before Sunday, 19th December. Re-
member to include your name and phone number with your entry.  

 
For the juniors entry, please also in-
clude your age.  
The first person randomly selected 
from those with the correct answers 
from each category will each receive 
a prize, kindly funded by G. Webb. 
For the younger readers, the prize 

will be a Christmas hamper with chocolates and other treats, and 
for the senior readers the prize will be a Christmas hamper with 
chocolates and wine. 

1.      MCE 
2.      FONY 
3.      RATCT 
4.      SN 
5.      SCICTT 
6.     LISLISLIS 
7.      AIWFCIY 
8.      LC 

The winners will be announced in the next 
issue. Good luck!  

Winter Festival in Northstowe 
 
Northstowe’s community groups and organisations 
are coming together this November and December in 

a celebration of all that is wonderful about winter! 

From lantern parades and community carol singing, 

festive food trucks and sustainable toy swaps, to the 
festive lights switch-on on the Green, we hope you’ll 

join us to celebrate in your own way across the festive 

period. 
You can find the latest information about all the 

events, including any changes needed due to covid 

restrictions, at northstowewinterfestival.co.uk. 

Already confirmed events include lantern-making 
workshops with Northstowe Arts during November; 

the Christmas lights switch-on organised by 

Northstowe Town Council on Saturday 4th December, 

including a Santa’s Grotto with Northstowe Social and 
food and drink trucks from Northstowe Foodies; a 

Christmas craft fair at Pathfinder School; Emmanuel 

Church’s nativity and traditional carol services; swap 

events from Sustainable Northstowe; and community 
and campfire events from Pathfinder Church. With 

more events still being added, head to 

northstowewinterfestival.co.uk to find out more! 
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Advertisements  

Join our friendly editorial team! 
Do you fancy getting more involved in village life, doing something useful for your community 
and maybe making some new friends? Come join our editorial team! We’re a friendly bunch who 
meet for a (tea-fuelled!) magazine meeting every couple of months and also spend a couple of 
hours per issue editing from home. Volunteering is low commitment and requires no more than 
an interest in news stories. 
 
We are looking for editors to help with writing or editing and a book-keeper with a good head for 
numbers to help with our accounts and adverts. 
 
Find out more by emailing: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
We’d love to hear from you!  

The Editorial Team  
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