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V I L L AG E  D I A RY  

*It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings can be made via 
www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Longstanton_Village_Institute_Hall_23070.aspx. Email: villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 
782323. The Pavilion also offers private party function facilities; discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g.: 
weddings, birthdays, funerals, with Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com 

  SUNDAY 09.30-10.30 Sunday School Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

         11.00 Tennis Club Sessions The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  MONDAY 11.00-12.00 Zumba Gold Village Institute* Davina Mee  07779 244250 

  18.00-20.00 Bowls Club The Pavilion Marion Edwards 01954 780118 

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse          01487 841811 

  2nd of month 19.30 Parish Council Village Institute* (Open meeting)   

  3rd of month 19.45 W.I. Village Institute* Patrizia Peters 01954 781283 

  TUESDAY 09.15-10.30 Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers) All Saints’ Church Diane Herrington  

  10.00-12.00 Coffee morning (over 55's) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up  

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  18.30-20.00 Adult Cricket Training (May-August) Recreation Ground Wayne Markillie 07737 313225 

  19.00-21.00 Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts Village Institute* Rory/Martin 07523 854251/07535 646234 

  19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre     

  WEDNESDAY 10.00-11.00 Music Madness (0-5yrs) Village Institute* Sharon Sennitt 07762 206320 

  19.10-21.30 Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs) Cadet Centre Sgt. Rudderham  07759 056154  

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse 01487 841811 

  THURSDAY 10.00-11.30 Rainbow Club (bump-1yr) Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

  FRIDAY 09.30-11.00 Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4yrs) Village Institute* Felicity Timpanist 07870588777 

  14.00-16.00 Afternoon tea (over 55s) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

 19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre    

  18.00-20.00 Longstanton Juniors Cricket (5-16yrs) includes 
the All Stars (5-8yrs) (April-July)  

Recreation Ground Richard Jenkins rkbjenkins@gmail.com 

  SATURDAY 10.00-11.00 #Longstanton Colts Football Club (6-12yrs) Recreation Ground Louise Gamon 07429 317803 

#Mid week football training available, please contact Louise Gamon (Tel: 07429 317803). 

The Pavilion 
Tel: 01954 782233, Over Road, Longstanton 
longstantonpavilion@gmail.com 
www.longstantonpavilion.weebly.com 
Find us on Facebook 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 17.00 until 22.00 
Friday: 14.30 until 23.00 
Saturday: 12.00 until 23.00 
Sunday: 12.00 until 20.00 

NEW OPENING HOURS! 

Summer is well with us now, and we are enjoying the 
cricket season.  We have been very lucky with the 
weather. In fact, it has been too hot for the bowls teams!   
The football teams are now actively practising for the 
new season.  It is a hive of activity on the sports field, 
with various sporting activities utilising it.   
The Colts end of season celebration was well supported, 
and we would like to thank everyone for their continued 
support. We would like to thank especially all the parent 
volunteers, whom without their enthusiasm and commit-
ment, the children wouldn’t have this opportunity. 
We must congratulate our pool team for getting into the 
quarter finals of the Cambridge Area Pool League 
Knockout Cup (they were extremely lucky as all the 
games were at home and their opponents were good 
sports). 
 

We are thinking about having a cocktail evening and 
would welcome suggestions of favourite/exciting drinks 
that you have experienced on your travels or consume 
regularly (preferably with instructions on the recipes). 
 Everyone is welcome to come along (including children) 
to enjoy the outside space, have a drink and meet up 
with friends/family and even to meet new people. 
On a less positive note, the Parish Council have advised 
the gate should be locked every night due to after-hours 
activities that are disturbing neighbours. This will mean 
that if you wish to leave your vehicles overnight, you will 
not be able to collect them until the gate has been un-
locked. 
If you wish to contact us, you can via our web page or 
via Longstantonpavilion@gmail.com 

The Pavilion Team 

mailto:longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
mailto:Longstantonpavilion@gmail.com
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Longstanton Life Editorial 

Dear Readers, 

The issue of Longstanton’s groundwater collapse 
continues. Our local activists have now raised the concern 
at national news level. A shorter version of the article 
published in The Guardian can be found on page 6. We 
have approached South Cambridgeshire District Council 
for comments, and received a letter with questions asked 
by a local resident, which were answered by Cllr Bridget 
Smith. This is to be found on pages 6 and 7. 
 
We are very sorry to say goodbye to Lynne Coulstock, our 
distribution manager. Thank you, Lynne, for all your hard 
work, time and commitment. We wish you all the best!  At 
the same time, we would like to welcome two new 
distribution managers, Joy Halifax and Sue Gamon. Thank 
you  both so much for agreeing to join us. (page 8) 
 
If you are a fan of tennis, and you are sorry that 
Wimbledon is over - we have a tennis competition for you. 
Go to page 14 for more details, and a chance to win a tray 
of seasonal produce from the Bushelbox farm shop. 
 
We would like to remind you that we are always happy to 
receive your letters, photos and contributions—so please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Enjoy the end of your summer! 

The Editorial Team 

Contact Us: 

· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village 

Institute, 24 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS 
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife 
· find us on Facebook – Longstanton Life Magazine 
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Please note that the copy deadline for the                     
October = November 2022 edition of  

Longstanton Life is: 
Thursday, 15th September 2022 

Contributions for the next issue: by email to                                                                    
longstantonlife@hotmail.com  

or drop off at the Village Institute  

Longstanton Life Advertising Rates 2022 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please email 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com with ‘advertising’ in the subject line.  

Issue 1: February/March  Issue 4: August/September  

Issue 2: April/May  Issue 5: October/November  

Issue 3: June/July Issue 6: December/January 

Colour Adverts Prices = B/W plus 20% 

Ad  
Size 

1  
Edition 

3 Editions 
(6 months) 

6 Editions 
(1 year) 

3 Editions 
Spot Ads 

6 Editions 
Spot Ads 

1/4 N/A £130/156 £255/305 £165/198 £330/395 

1/8 N/A £65/78 £130/156 £82/99 £165/198 

Line N/A £15 £30   

 

mailto:longstantonlife@hotmail.com
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Longstanton Parish Council           Dan delaMare-Lyon 

Hello everyone, we hope that you are enjoying the 
summer months, and are staying safe from the 
often excessive heat we are experiencing this year! 

Hattons Park School - Parking: A number of you 
have raised issue with the safety of parking at 
school drop-off and pick-up times in and around 
our primary school. We have been working with the 
County Council, school and local residents to try 
and ensure a safe and practical environment to 

protect school children during the start and end of the school day. We 
had provided warning signs for the pavements and after some suc-
cess, they were stolen, but have now been replaced. That said, with-
out your help and consideration, it will only be a matter of time before 
a serious accident happens. While we appreciate we all lead a busy 
life, please consider carefully where you park, and respect those that 
live close to the school by not parking on or blocking access to their 
property (or using their driveway to turn around) and ensuring your 
children follow paths and don't walk over gardens and driveways. We 
will continue to monitor the situation as road access changes are im-
plemented by the County Council in the coming weeks and will up-
date you accordingly. Thank you for your attention and support on this 
important safety matter. 

Pavements - Parking and Cycling: Linked to the above, we've had com-
plaints about parking on pavements (notably around the school, and 
in Thornhill Place and Prentice Close) and cyclists using pave-
ments. We have a number of shared pathways in the village which are 
both pavements and cycleways, and we ask that both users respect 
others and act sensibly. With regards to parking, please don't park 
with your wheels on the pavement as it blocks users (especially those 
with buggies and wheelchairs) and creates a further safety issue while 
navigating round parked cars. 

Hydrology/Water Levels: This has been a key topic in recent weeks, 
working with the surrounding parishes and Northstowe Town Coun-
cil.  Following the review of water level data, an area of interest was 
identified where water could have been diverted during the surface 
water drainage installation in Phase 1. We are waiting for the results of 
a CCTV survey to identify if there is a fault that can be recti-
fied. Separately, as a result of a request from the parish, we supported 
funding for a Judicial Review raised by The Fews Lane Consurtium 
surrounding the process followed and validity of data used to assess 
the planning permission given to Northstowe Phase 3a/3b.  This is 
ongoing, and you will see regular updates on this on Facebook and 
village meetings. 

Village Events: After our appeal for help, we now have 3 people that 
have come forward to help - which is a great start; thank you. We still 
need more though, as it took about 8 people to make the Christmas 
event happen last time we did it. Please contact the Parish Clerk ASAP 
to let us know you'd like to help as we will be starting to organise the 
Christmas event in early September! 

Recreation Ground Extension: We are still working on this with the 
landowner. Progress is slow but steady, largely due to the legal as-
pects; however, we are hopeful we will be able to conclude the pro-
cess this year, and can start to plan out how we use the space next 
year. 

Home Farm Open Space: Having conducted an initial review, we think it 
makes most sense to break this down into 3 separate phases.  Ac-
cess/Security, Play Equipment, and Planting/Environment. We've got 
some ideas that we will share with the community via Facebook in the 
coming days and we'd love your feedback. Based on that initial feed-
back, we'll start work on the other elements with a wider community 
engagement shortly afterward and hope to make visible progress on 
this area this year. 

Footpath and Bridleway Entrance by the old Golf Course/Station Road: 
A few people have reached out about this.  It was formerly part of 
Longstanton, but now is technically part of Northstowe. The entrance 
had been diverted, but has now been realigned to the plans owned by 

South Cambs District Council, and some re-wilding is taking place on 
the old access route. Once the Northstowe Sports Pavilion is complet-
ed, the area will be further enhanced with the vehicular access re-
moved and the kerb from the road raised. 

Hattons Road Ponds + B1050 Cycleway: This topic continues, with some 
clarity developing on potential resolutions. The incorrect construction 
of the ponds by L&Q Estates is being reviewed and a revised plan 
should be submitted to and reviewed by SCDC planners. If this is ap-
proved, then landscaping work can happen, and we may be able to 
conclude a discussion about Longstanton taking ownership of the 
space, as it has been so well used during the Covid lockdowns and 
remains well used today. There are some technical and legal hurdles 
to be overcome yet, including the routing of the cycle path, but activi-
ty continues on all fronts. 

As always, you are more than welcome to attend any Parish Council 
meeting or reach out to any of your parish councillors or the clerk for 
help at any time - we are here to help. 

Until next time, enjoy the summer!  

Dan delaMare-Lyon 
Chairman, LPC 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

MP for South Cambs                             Anthony Browne                     

A new era under a new leader: Well, 
what an interesting week. Just a 
couple of weeks ago, I had two one-
on-one meetings with the then 
Chancellor and the then Health Sec-
retary, talking not about leadership 
but economic policy, and support for 
hospitals in Cambridge. Five days 

later, Rishi Sunak and Sajid Javid both resigned from Govern-
ment. I immediately issued a second letter of no confidence in 
the Prime Minister and published the first one I had submitted a 
month earlier, which helped trigger the first no-confidence vote. 
Those tuned into my social media will have seen copies of both 
my letters to the 1922 Committee calling for him to go. 

Whoever the next Prime Minister is, I will be working with them 
to help the constituents of South Cambridgeshire and ensure a 
better future for everyone. It’s been a packed month in the con-
stituency, and I have been: 

 Polling constituents on who should be the next prime minis-
ter. Thanks to the 1,220 people who gave their opinions - Ri-
shi Sunak was the clear favourite with 27% of the vote.  

 Surveying residents in Sawston to tackle issues that concern 
residents, including the state of roads and the former Bar-
clays Bank eyesore. 

 Meeting with the Health Secretary to push for specialist hos-
pitals and a pay rise for NHS staff. 

 Pushing the investigations into reports of toxic water in Great 
Shelford, and receiving an update from the Minister for Wa-
ter. 

 Assisting constituents with passport applications, schooling 
concerns, emergency support, Homes for Ukraine applica-
tions, and over 1,000 other issues. 

As ever, if there is anything my office can do to assist you or you 
have any concerns about local or national policy, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  

Find more information on my website: www.anthonybrowne.org 

To contact me about any issue:  
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk or 01223 603677  

Anthony Browne 
MP for South Cambs 

mailto:anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
County Councillor                                  Firouz  Thompson 

Dear residents, I hope you have all managed to 
get a break during summer, whether you have 
or are going away, or staying at home with fami-
ly or catching up with friends.  

Here is my summary of Cambridgeshire County 
Council (CCC) matters at the time of writing in 
mid-July.  

Census: Cambridgeshire has seen one of the 
UK’s biggest population increases over the past 
ten years. Overall, the number of people living 

in the county rose by more than 57,000 in the last decade to 678,600. 
This 9.2% rise is higher than the East of England average, in a national 
picture which saw the East grow faster than any part of the UK.  

The figures confirm the County Council’s contention that previous 
Office of National Statistics figures—on which the government bases 
its grant allocations—underestimated the size of the county’s popula-
tion. Included within the Cambridgeshire Census figures is an overall 
26% rise in the number of Cambridgeshire people aged 65+, against 
an 18.6 per cent national average rise—with a high percentage in-
crease of people in the 70 to 74 age band in all districts.  

While the more urban areas of the county like Cambridge have seen 
population growth across all age ranges, its more rural areas have 
seen small or no growth in the youngest age groups (0-19) but large 
increases in older populations. See www.ons.gov.uk/census. 

Highways - Bar Hill Bridge Ramps: Patching took place over four 
nights in June and during that time, a CCC specialist team also car-
ried out ground investigations and testing, which will be discussed 
with National Highways who built the A14. CCC Highways team also 
inspected the raised area over the A1307 leading to B1050 and are 
creating a Traffic Management plan for it to be also repaired. 

Highways - B1050 Roundabout: CCC’s Road Safety Audit Stage 1 
(Concept and Stage) and Stage 2 (Detailed Design) have been com-
pleted, the final Stage 3 (Post Construction) is yet to completed and 
CCC will meet with Homes England and Sisk to get this over the line. 
Road safety audits are carried out on all significant County Council 
and developer-promoted highway schemes. This is to ensure that 
adequate levels of safety are maintained and that problems previ-
ously identified at similar sites are avoided in new works. The Traffic 
Management cones enable final works to be completed safely. 

Highways - Capital Maintenance Programme: Schemes currently 
planned include: 

 Footway maintenance: Prentice Close, Full estate resurfacing, 
completion date 2022/23 

 Carriageway maintenance: School Lane, from village to B1050, 
carriageway resurfacing, budgeted 2024-2027 

 Footway Slurry Seal: Haddows Close and Spiggots Close, com-
pletion date 2022/23. 

Hatton Park School Reach Platinum: The school has worked tirelessly 
over the years to promote active travel to and from school. Working 
alongside County Council Road Safety Officers and the community, 
this has resulted in them being awarded a Platinum status in the 
STARS programme (Sustainable Travel: Active, Responsible, Safe). 
None of this would have been possible without the willingness of 
families to support the School Streets Scheme; the understanding 
and support of residents; the enthusiasm of the Junior Travel Ambas-
sadors and the tireless enthusiasm of the School Volunteers, Care-
taker and Headteacher. Unfortunately, with all this great work there 
are still problems around parking during the school run, so we ask 
parents/carers to be mindful when parking and to consider alterna-
tive ways of travelling to school. A walking bus from the Black Bull 
car park is one idea that we are looking at setting up in September. 

Household Support Fund: CCC has been allocated £3.58 million as part 
of the Government’s Household Support Fund to help people who 
need financial support, and the Strategy & Resources Committee has 
allocated a further £1.87M to supplement this locally. If you’re strug-
gling to pay for essentials, such as food, heating and water this win-
ter, please get in touch and see how the Household Support Fund 
could help you. Please visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
coronavirus/household-support-fund. 

Inflation Adds to Council Costs: The County Councils Network and the 
Society of County Treasurers have revealed that spiralling inflation 
has left 40 of England’s largest councils with £729M of additional 
unfunded costs since they set their budgets in March. To balance 
their budgets as is legally required and to control costs, councils 
warn they face a winter of ‘difficult decisions’. The increased costs 
nationally include: adult and children’s social care services, capital 
projects, energy prices, external contract and labour costs, school 
transport services and staff pay. These inflationary costs far outstrip 
any increases in Government funding or council tax. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you have any questions: 
firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Longstanton, Oakington & Northstowe Facebook group: 
www.facebook.com/longstantonoakingtonnorthstowe 

 
Firouz Thompson, County Councillor 

Longstanton, Northstowe, Over,  
Oakington and Westwick 

Northstowe Community Development Officers 

Northstowe residents came together on 7th May to celebrate 
the fifth anniversary of Northstowe’s first new build occupants. 
The day was a huge success, with around 500 people in attend-
ance from Northstowe and surrounding villages, enjoying a 
range of activities, including a free bouncy castle, bowls, table 
tennis, a family fun run, children’s storytelling and art activities. In 
addition, community-led groups were at hand to showcase the 
wonderful work they are doing in supporting the community, 
including sharing the interesting history of the area. Agencies 
such as the Police, Child and Family Centre, Ebikes, recycling 
team, Cambs County Council and South Cambs District Council 
were on hand giving advice and support. It was such a success 
that the different community groups who led the event are con-
sidering making it an annual event - well done to all the groups 
and volunteers! If you would like to volunteer to support com-
munity activities and events, please do get in touch. 
Northstowe.community@scambs.gov.uk. 
In addition, the community, supported by the Northstowe Town 
Council, celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – marking it 
with live music, kite flying, dancing and art and craft activities, 
with the Town Mayor raising a flag. 

Plans are underway for the local history of Northstowe and sur-
rounding area to be showcased and celebrated in a heritage 
building, which will be situated next to Northstowe House, on 
the former grounds of RAF Oakington. Once open later in the 
year, it will house and display artifacts through the ages, which 
have been archeologically excavated and collected and stored 
by Longstanton and District Heritage Society. As Community 
Development Officers, we want to make sure that the communi-
ty are involved and invested in this exciting new facility and have 
got to work in connecting agencies involved with the build 
(Homes England and Cambridgeshire County Council) with a 
community-led group, Northstowe Arts, with the idea of the 
community coming together in creating a sculpture or mosaic 
using broken roman pottery from the area to be used in the 
landscaping of the heritage facility. Northstowe Arts have ap-
plied for grant funding to deliver this community project- up-
dates will be posted on their Facebook page and the 
Northstowe community Facebook page. 

At the time of writing, the July Northstowe Community Forum 
hasn’t yet taken place. Notes from this in-person forum (and 
previous forums) will be shared on our website: 
www.scambs.gov.uk. 

Northstowe Community Development Officers 
Mihaela Stan and Kathryn Beck 

about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/longstantonoakingtonnorthstowe
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GROUNDWATER CONCERNS 

Construction of thousands of 
new homes has sucked away 
groundwater, killed trees and 
emptied ponds 

Jamie Grierson 
The Guardian 
 

Clive Hayden’s family has owned farmland at Larksfield Nursery in Longstanton 
for about 70 years. But the development of Northstowe on his farm’s borders is 
threatening to put an end to that. Campaigners claim the construction of the 
first 1,000 houses has already sucked away the groundwater from Larksfield 
Nursery and natural spaces surrounding Longstanton. It has killed birch trees 
and emptied ponds, depriving wildlife of habitat. 
 
Hayden has been approached to sell his land but the 65-year-old refused, the 
emotional investment in the land his father farmed well into his 80s being too 
high. 
 
The developer, L&Q, which worked with Homes England’s predecessor on the 
first phase of the development, had to lower the water levels in order to build 
on the land, a process known as dewatering. However, L&Q denies any of the 
work could have led to long-term issues with groundwater levels. 
 
Hayden has reduced the amount of flowers 
he grows each year and is troubled by the 
impact later phases of development are 
likely to have on the groundwater in his 
property, which he says he has a legally 
protected right to access. Hayden claims a 
future phase of the development will lower 
the water level “upwater” of his farm by up 
to 2 metres. “It’s going to get a hell of a lot 
worse,” he said. 

An independent report, commissioned by South Cambridgeshire district coun-
cil, concluded last year that construction work was to blame for emptying 
ponds in Longstanton of their water, which campaigners said had a knock-on 
effect on wildlife. 
The same campaigners have been granted a judicial review of the develop-
ment of 4,000 homes in a forthcoming phase of the new town’s development. 
But as the water levels remain at record low levels, Hayden and the campaign-
ers in Longstanton are desperate, claiming Homes England, the Environment 
Agency, South Cambs district council and private developers are ignoring their 
pleas for help. 
 
Daniel Fulton, 41, an environmental campaigner and resident of Longstanton, 
said: “First, all the ponds in the village were drying up. We started fighting on 
that. People in the village are really angry. None of our elected office holders 
are responding, they are hiding.” Fighting legal battles through his campaign 
vehicle, Fews Lane Consortium, had been stressful, he added. Fulton said the 
village wanted a long-term, environmental solution. 
 
A spokesperson for Homes England said it was not responsible for the first 
phase of Northstowe, adding there was no abstraction of groundwater for 
phase two. 
Tumi Hawkins, South Cambridgeshire district council’s lead cabinet member for 
planning, said she recognised “the local concern about groundwater”, adding 
the council was working with “key organisations to understand the causes and 
next steps”. 
 
A spokesperson for L&Q Estates said the draining of water in phase one was 
“standard practice and an approved construction method”. 
 
An Environment Agency spokesperson said: “We are currently looking into 
reports of illegal abstraction on the development in question in Northstowe, 
Cambridge”. 

Courtesy of Guardian News & Media Ltd 
 
 
Photo: Clive Hayden: ‘It’s going to get a hell of a lot worse.” 

‘INFURIATING’: BUILDING OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE NEW TOWN THREATENS WILDLIFE HABITAT 

When approached for comments, South Cambridgeshire 
District Council  provided Longstanton Life with the follow-
ing information. The questions were asked by a Longstanton 
resident, and answered by Councillor Bridget Smith. 

Was the collapse in groundwater permitted in the original Northstowe planning 
permission? If not, have the groundworks deviated from that original permission? 
The submissions to the Council as part of the phase 1 planning permission did 
not propose the permanent reduction of groundwater levels on the site. That 
was not an objective of the development. At the time of the original Northstowe 
application, local concerns meant that the primary focus of the drainage design 
team was focused on managing concerns around flood risk. A technical work-
ing group of water specialists and engineers was convened who considered 
ways in which local concerns following flooding events in 2001 in Longstanton, 
could be avoided. The exploration of drainage options therefore focused in the 
main on this objective, noting the Environment Agency responses to the LPA at 
that time focused less on the management of groundwater resources. 
 
The Council is the Local Planning Authority (LPA), but on technical design mat-
ters, relies upon the advice and guidance of other statutory - such as Environ-
ment Agency (EA) and Lead Local Flood Agency (LFFA) - and non-statutory 
specialists (such as internal drainage team officers) to be able to assess the 
technical design solutions for drainage - including at Northstowe. As indicated 
above, given the emphasis of local partners and the community appeared to 
have been on mitigating flood risks, there appears to have been less of a focus 
by the Environment Agency and the other members of the technical advisory 
group on the scoping of groundwater issues into the Environmental Assess-
ment of the Phase 1 application. This focus is carried through and reflected in 
the technical consultees’ advice in respect to approval of the drainage scheme 
details. 
 
The LPA has subsequently sought additional information from L and Q (the 
developer) about the completed surface water drainage system at Northstowe 
in order to consider this point. The mapping information received suggests that 
the completed system does not interfere with the RTD layer so that the green-
ways should not result in the conveyance of groundwater from the site. Whilst 
the Council has not undertaken a detailed comparative survey of the surface 
water drainage system along the lengths of the greenways, officers have 
sought to compare the approved and completed details to determine whether 
the proposals are in breach of the drainage details approved for the site – and 
have to date not found a significant departure from the approved scheme. 

More recent efforts have therefore centred upon exploring whether unintended 
conveyance of groundwater is taking place through the surface water drains – 
see below. 
 
Has SCDC investigated the works carried out on Northstowe to ensure no devia-
tion from the planning permission has occurred? 
As required by the HR Wallingford report, the Council has sought to determine 
whether the swales particularly have been constructed correctly. L and Q have 
provided ‘as built’ plans and these have been compared with the position on 
site – albeit that an independent survey of the swales has not been commis-
sioned. 
With Northstowe Town Council, the Planning service has therefore been inves-
tigating a particular area of interest around the fall in groundwater levels near to 
the development plots adjoining the Kingfisher Pond - where RTD water levels 
are lower. A site visit with Northstowe Town Council earlier this year indicated 
that water was flowing from a drainage spur from this site into the surface water 
drainage system despite that system not yet being connected to the develop-
ment. The levels of flow were modest – but because of that finding, the LPA 
have sought a further survey of that spur to determine whether there is a con-
struction fault that might account for the flows observed. We are currently 
awaiting the outcome from that survey. 
 
What mechanism did the planning permission contain for filling Northstowe’s 
amenity lakes? 
The Council has recently received comment on this matter and is seeking a 
response from the developer to the suggestion made. Once I have received 
their response, I will be in a position to comment further on this matter. 
 
Why has the Northstowe planning process not given Longstanton adequate 
environmental protection? 
The planning process for phases 1, 2 and 3 has sought to identify and then as-
sess the environmental effects of the development. In the early phases of the 
sites’ consideration and development, the focus was on ensuring that surface 
water flooding risks were managed effectively. Consideration of groundwater 
by the technical drainage consultants involved in the development, assessment 
and approval of the initial drainage scheme focused in the main on flood miti-
gation/protection. In subsequent phases, and particularly as the groundwater 
changes around the site have arisen, consideration of groundwater impacts has 
been considered more fully, alongside the matters of flood risks and foul water 
management. 

Continued on the next page. 

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRIC COUNCIL RESPONSE: 
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The Environmental Assessments prepared for each phase of the development 
were scoped out with the input from the statutory agencies involved – includ-
ing the Environment Agency – who are primarily responsible for managing 
groundwater. As you know they were also consulted on the planning applica-
tions and their views were considered, alongside others such as the LLFA, as 
part of the decision-making process. The purpose of the Environmental As-
sessment Regulations is to seek to capture the potential effects of a develop-
ment upon the environment. As knowledge and understanding of the issues 
around groundwater have increased over the life of the development at 
Northstowe, the consideration of the effects of development upon groundwa-
ter has also increased. I have noted in particular, the extensive consideration 
given to the matter in the recent planning committee meetings for phase 3 
 
By December 2017, the kingfisher pond was empty but the Phase 1 lake was full. 
This lake was supposedly designed to be filled with surface water from Phase 1. 
At the time very few houses had been built so there would have been little sur-
face water from the development itself. So where did the water come from to fill 
up the lake? 
The Council has paid for HR Wallingford to investigate the reasons for the 
Kingfisher Pond water levels being reduced. Whilst they associate the con-
struction of the development with the reduced water levels in that pond and 
suggested that the pond and the groundwater were in hydraulic continuity, 
they did not make any further connection to specific infrastructure. The Council 
have sought clarification from L and Q as to the relationship of the drainage 
scheme with the groundwater/RTD. L and Q have suggested that the develop-
ment is not responsible for this change. There are ongoing investigations of 
potential routes for conveyance of groundwater (see above) from near to the 
Kingfisher Pond but no firm conclusion on this matter currently. The Council is 
continuing to work with the developer on this matter and, as above, is seeking 
further comment from the developer in response to recent comments. 
 
Currently, the Phase 2 lake has plenty of water and there is standing water near-
by despite very little rainfall. Where has this water come from? 
The Council has engaged with Homes England on this matter who make the 
following points: 
 
Northstowe Phase 2 drainage has been designed to be a lined system, keeping 
groundwater and surface water runoff separate to ensure capacity for antici-
pated rainfall events is available and prevent groundwater pathways being 
developed 
The water park lakes have been designed to have 2 metres minimum perma-
nent water (stored surface water) below the space available for surface water 
attenuation for runoff in extreme events. Whilst they may appear ‘full’, there is 
significant storage capacity over and above this to accommodate attenuation 
of the developments surface water which is currently under-utilised. It should 
also be noted that there is currently no pumped outfall from these lakes, this is 
allowing the lakes to fill up to the permanent water level as noted above. 
Homes England’s contractor SISK have been managing water levels between 
the two lakes to enable them to complete the lakes (including swimming plat-
form installation) in accordance with the various permissions. This work is al-
most complete.  
SISK have confirmed that no ground water is being abstracted and that no 
water is being pumped into Beck Brook. 
The Council has previously responded to the matter of water pooling near to 
lake three which arises as a result of archaeological excavations which have 
led to the ground level being lower than it was originally resulting in surface 
water ponding in this area. 
 
Why are Councillors ignoring the disparity in water levels between Longstanton 
and Northstowe? 
The Council is not ignoring this issue. Officers have been seeking to work 
through the potential reasons for the levels falling in the Kingfisher Pond in 
recent years, including paying for HR Wallingford’s investigation. Officers have 
also met with the developers, Parish Councils and with representative of the 
Environment Agency to try and better understand how the matter might be 
investigated further. The Council is continuing to explore the matter and to 
determine whether any further form of investigation might lead to a definitive 
conclusion on this issue. 
 
In 2016, the Environment Agency wrote to SCDC and queried ‘whether the drain-
age scheme has altered from that originally agreed’. They also advised that ‘the 
applicant does have responsibility to correct or mitigate against any local effects 
that their dewatering is having’. Damaging local effects are obvious, as illustrated 
by the photos on your screen – why then has this advice from the Environment 
Agency been ignored? 
The advice of the EA has not been ignored. The Council has been, and contin-
ues to, explore how the matter can be resolved. In particular, the Council has 
sought information from L and Q concerning the completion of the drainage 
scheme and continues to explore with Northstowe Town Council, their hypoth-
esis concerning abnormal surface water drainage on phase 1. 
 
The H R Wallingford report has proved that the groundwater collapse was not 
caused by a lack of rainfall. Why then have the recommendations of this report 
still not been implemented? 
The HR Wallingford report key findings indicated that the Kingfisher Pond was 
in hydraulic continuity with the RTD and concluded that in their view, local land 
use change as a result of development is the most significant impact upon the 

RTD groundwater levels. It also noted however that the RTD are highly respon-
sive to local rainfall – so that dry periods will have had an impact on groundwa-
ter levels and heavy rainfall expected to be followed by quick increases in RTD 
reported groundwater levels. The report’s commentary on periods of below 
average rainfall and RTD levels indicates some significance to climate condi-
tions in RTD water levels but suggests it is not the primary cause for the de-
cline. HR Wallingford also observe however that the below average level of 
regional rainfall has made it more difficult to understand the impacts on RTD 
water levels but recognise that it is nevertheless a contributory factor to the 
low levels observed. 
In drawing conclusions about the contribution of dewatering, the HRW report 
then goes on to highlight the reduction in recharge opportunities arising from 
the development. This is an inevitable consequence of the increased imperme-
able surfacing/material (impacting infiltration levels) and the system of surface 
water drainage that conveys this water away from, rather than allowing it to 
percolate into the RTD below. The effect of these works is to convey around 
60% of all surface water falling on the site, away from the site where it falls. The 
HRW report indicates that the measures outlined in the original drainage de-
sign, notably the surface water drainage strategy for playing pitches, allot-
ments and the orchard have not been effective in allowing water levels in the 
pond to be maintained. 
The report recommendations are split into 2 specific areas; firstly, recommen-
dations 6.1 apply “If the Kingfisher Pond recovers.” These comprise: 
-Regular monitoring of the surface water levels in the pond and other ponds in 
the area 
-Regular monitoring of the groundwater elevation in the RTD underlying 
Northstowe and Longstanton 
-Regular monitoring of groundwater levels adjacent to and flows in the green-
ways to ensure that they have bene constructed in accordance with the design 
principles and that they are not dewatering the RTD 
Or recommendation 6.2 “…if the Kingfisher Pond does not fully recover” 
The report in this case indicates “it remains possible that the Kingfisher Pond 
and other features may be affected in the long term by the changes in re-
charge and construction of the greenways. This may include being more sus-
ceptible to dry periods or a more permanent lowering of ground levels. If this 
occurs, it may be necessary to make some engineering changes, which could 
include: 
-Supporting levels in the Kingfisher Pond 
-Deepening the Pond 
-Improving the greenways to ensure that they are in accordance with the de-
sign principles” 
The Council is continuing, through its investigations to explore whether the 
observed changes in levels in the Kingfisher Pond are likely to recover or not – 
and our efforts to date have centred upon that. Once it has been able to draw 
that conclusion, it will then consider further the HR Wallingford recommenda-
tions – and the actions arising. I realise that this has taken some time – but the 
variations in climatic conditions – noting that this year for example rainfall is 
50% of average – has made drawing such a conclusion more difficult. 
 
Why does SCDC consider the environmental damage inflicted on Longstanton to 
be ‘insignificant’? 
The Council does not consider the impact of reduced RTD water levels to be 
insignificant and is focused on investigating the causes for it. 
 
When have members of SCDC Cabinet come to Longstanton to witness the 
environmental damage and to discuss mitigation options with the Parish Council 
and local residents? 
Members of SCDC Cabinet have taken an ongoing interest in the issues at 
Northstowe, and Cllr Tumi Hawkins, as Lead members for Planning has worked 
alongside Stephen Kelly and the Shared Planning team to support investment 
in the ongoing investigation. Cllr Bridget Smith has attended Longstanton Par-
ish Council only recently along with Stephen Kelly. 
 
When will SCDC take responsibility for nature and the environment and the im-
pacts of Northstowe on surrounding communities? 
SCDC is the Local Council and the Planning Authority. It is not however the 
body responsible for enforcing the provisions of the legislation which manage 
matters to do with groundwater. This remains the responsibility of the Environ-
ment Agency. SCDC has therefore sought their advice and guidance in its in-
vestigation of this issue. The EA have, to date, not taken action or advised the 
LPA of the need to take action following their consideration of matters to do 
with groundwater at Northstowe. 
SCDC is nevertheless continuing to try and seek to understand whether ground 
conditions will return levels of water in local ponds to “normal” or, having re-
gard to recommendations 
6.2 of the HR Wallingford report, whether alternative engineering to the King-
fisher Pond may be required to address the long-term impacts of RTD water 
levels. 
 
I realise that things are not moving as quickly as you would like but do assure 
you that it is a very complex issue and needs to be investigated systematically.  
The Council will use its influence to ensure partners and developers and fully 
engaged in this process as we try to find a resolution. 

 
Cllr Bridget Smith, Leader 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 

GROUNDWATER CONCERNS 
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
District Councillors’ Notes  

We wanted in this edition’s report to update 
residents on what is being done to address the 
water issues that are affecting the village.    

As residents of Longstanton, we are very dis-
tressed by the impact of the reduction in 
groundwater levels on the village. We were 
very saddened to read the recent newspaper 
story about how the reduction in groundwater 
levels has impacted local farmer Clive Hayden. 
We had met with him and other residents soon 

after we were elected in 2018 to discuss the concerns about this issue. 
We are continuing to work to get these issues fully investigated and 
for action to be taken to resolve them.  

We do understand the frustration at how this issue is being addressed 
and the time it has taken to find answers. We have always shared 
those frustrations. We remain sincere though, in our desire to resolve 
these issues and to work constructively with residents to do that. 

We are aware of the local campaign led by the Fews Lane Consorti-
um and the Crowdfunder that has been organised to fund this. Unfor-
tunately, concerns about some of the claims being made by those 
organising the campaign, and attacks on us personally, have made it 
impossible for us to be involved directly with this campaign. It is very 
upsetting for us and our families to have these attacks and allegations 
made against us on social media on a regular basis. We live in 
Longstanton, with our families, and want to do our best for the village 
as councillors.  

As officially elected District Councillors, we are expected to work with 
the Council, planning officers and others via the proper routes to get 
to the bottom of what has happened and get action taken. This is what 
we have done and what we will continue to do. 

Concerns were first raised by residents and the Parish Council in 2015, 
before we were elected, regarding reducing water levels in the King-
fisher Pond and other ponds and wells. Concerns were continuously 
raised throughout that period until at the end of 2017, it was reported 
to the previous administration that the Kingfisher Pond had complete-
ly dried out. When we were elected as District councillors in 2018, we 
immediately sought to engage with residents and Longstanton Parish 
Council on this issue, arranging meetings with residents, the Parish 
Council, the developers L&Q and SCDC officers. Subsequently, we 
fought for and secured funding from South Cambridgeshire District 
Council for a fully independent report into the falling water levels. 

The consultants who prepared this independent report, HR Walling-
ford, were chosen by the Parish Council, and the Parish Council 
agreed the scope of the investigation. We committed to full transpar-
ency of the final report. Each phase of the report has been sent direct-
ly to the Parish Council and other contributors. Residents can also 
obtain copies on request from the Parish Council. This report con-
firmed that the drop in water levels was due to the dewatering that 
had taken place to allow construction on Phase 1 of Northstowe. At 
that time, the removal of water did not require consent from the 
Council or the Environment Agency. We are pleased the position has 
subsequently changed on this, and consent would now be needed 
from the Environment Agency, to protect groundwater resources. 

Work is now ongoing to understand why water levels are not recover-
ing after these works on Phase 1. One possibility, which has been iden-
tified through investigations led by Northstowe Town Council, sug-
gests that there may be some “leakage” from the groundwater aquifer 
under phase 1 via the surface water drains, and this is currently being 
investigated. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Northstowe spent time 
walking the site with us and explaining what they think may have hap-
pened.   

A CCTV survey of the drains is planned but at the time of writing, the 
area is currently inaccessible due to road construction, so this has 
been slightly delayed. We are continuing to push for this to take place 
as soon as possible. 

We are also aware of some information that was shared, via the 
crowdfunding campaign, about groundwater abstraction on Phase 2. 
The developer, Homes England – which is a Government agency, not 
a private developer - confirmed that no abstraction took place in this 

area. The area of temporary flooding identified as evidence of the 
water being abstracted was subject to archaeology investigation, 
which essentially reduced the ground level by 600mm across a large 
area, which is predominantly clay. This has remained at this lowered 
level, creating a low that has inhibited runoff and allowed surface wa-
ter to pond. It is slowly drying out over the summer. This area will 
eventually become a sports hub and the ground level will be raised 
back to normal again. 

We are aware that many in the community are also concerned about 
the impact of further development at Northstowe. Construction work 
on Northstowe Phase 3, for which the Council gave planning permis-
sion earlier this year, has not started yet. This is currently not linked to 
experiences of reduced groundwater for residents of Longstanton. 
When this decision was made by the planning committee to give 
planning permission for Phase 3 of Northstowe, the Environment 
Agency was consulted who, along with planning officers, carefully 
considered the issues of reduced groundwater levels. The Environ-
ment Agency raised no objection to the plans, but conditions were 
placed on the developers requiring ongoing monitoring of the 
groundwater. This planning decision is now the subject of a Judicial 
Review, as many residents will know.   

Homes England have also provided us with a statement regarding Mr 
Hayden’s farm Larksfield Nursery.   

  “The small holding in question is part of the Northstowe residential 
allocation in the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan. It lies within Phase 
2 of Northstowe and has outlined planning permission for housing. 
Nevertheless, the town has been planned in such a way that the small 
holding could remain, if that is what the landowner wishes.”  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about 
this, or any other matters.   

 

S. Cheung Johnson:  
cllr.cheungjohnson@scambs.gov.uk  

A. Malyon:  
cllr.malyon@scambs.gov.uk 

 
 

Alex Malyon and Sarah Cheung Johnson  
District Councillors for Longstanton,  

Oakington and Northstowe 

Lynne Coulstock, our Longstanton Life distribution manager, is now 
leaving us after nearly 4 years - and we are very sorry to see her go! 
Thank you for all your hard work volunteering with us, we will miss 
you, and wish you all the best. 
 
At the same time, we are extremely grateful to Joy Hallifax and Sue 
Gamon, who kindly agreed to take over Lynne’s role.  
Joy and Sue - welcome, and thank you! 
 

The Editorial Team 

 
After becoming distribution manager in early 2019, it is now time for 
me to hand over the role to two new managers who will be working 
together to get the 1500 magazines out to the 39 distributors, who 
kindly give up some of their free time every two months to deliver 
Longstanton Life to every home in the village. So many grateful 
thanks to Joy Hallifax and Sue Gamon for stepping in to fulfil this 
role, which takes organisation and commitment. I have thorough-
ly enjoyed my time in the role and would like to personally thank 
each and every one of our tireless distributors for their hard work 
and the lovely chats on the doorstep over the past three years! I am 
sure I will see you again around the village.  
 

Lynne Coulstock 

WE ARE SORRY YOU ARE LEAVING, LYNNE! 
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NORTHSTOWE SECONDARY COLLEGE (NSC) NEWS 
We continue to be very busy in school as we head towards the 
end of term. 
  
One of our Trust values is ‘extending the boundaries of learning’ 
and students have had a number of enrichment and curriculum 
linked trips this term. At Easter, some Year 8 and 9 students had 
the opportunity to go to the Manchester City training ground and 
train in the club facilities. It was an opportunity our students 
relished. One of the coaches commented on how great our fee-
paying school was. Surprised, we happily told him that we were a 
state funded school, and this was how our children are expected 
to behave. They were polite, engaged and were curious and 
keen to learn more.  Year 7 have also had an overnight stay at a 
camp in Norfolk. Students learned to sail, climb, kayak and 
develop their teamwork skills. The students were a real credit to 
us and to their parents, as thanks to Covid, many of them had not 
ever stayed away from home or gone on a school residential. 
  
We have also had a number of curriculum related learning 
activities outside of the classroom. Year 7 have visited Warwick 
Castle, on a glorious day (unusual as it normally rains when we 
visit!). They had the chance to walk around the castle, on the 
battlements and see the dungeon. as well as watching a falconry 
display. Again, our Year 7 were polite, making way for other 
visitors and listened to instructions. They demonstrated our NSC 
values of Kind, Curious and Hardworking all day.   
 
Year 8 students had a fabulous opportunity to visit Harry Potter 
World and do a workshop on scenery and costumes. It was a 
long day but a great day out, where students got up close to real 
life Harry Potter items.  Our Year 9 art students also had the 
opportunity to go to Wysing Art studios in Bourne and completed 
a workshop with an artist. We do have some talented young 
people with very creative minds. We know that education is 
broader than just the academic subjects, and we have had a 
number of careers events for all years, and a financial education 
session for our Year 9 students, where they learnt about interest, 
loans and saving. 
  

Our sports department 
have also given our 
students a number of 
opportunities too. At the 
time of writing, we have 
the Olympic Cup Athletic 
event and the Athletics 
festival in St Ives coming 
up. A number of students 
have chosen to go and 
compete. It has been 
great to watch them out 

on our new playing fields, learning to throw javelins.  A number of 
students have also been involved in the women’s football referee 
course and the Dodgeball coach’s course. As our students get 
older, it is great to see students begin to take a lead in festivals 
and tournaments. We even have a number of students, including 
two in Year 7, who lead an afterschool club. 

 It is an exciting time 
of year for us as we 
welcome our new 
Year 6 students to 
the College. In 
addition to the 35 
students that have 
joined the College 
during the last year, 
we will welcome 
133 new students to 
Year 7 in 
September. It was 
lovely to meet our 

new students at our primary school visits; we do make a point of 
going out to every school to meet children. We also enjoyed 
meeting families at our recent ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening. Year 6 
students did a scavenger hunt, while our House teams spoke to 
their parents, then both students and parents met their new tutor. 
This is the first year that we will have senior tutors and SSAs for 
all houses, and we wanted our families to have a warm welcome 
to their new house teams. 
  
We have also been working with our feeder primary 
schools.  Hatton Park came to school for a recycled art workshop 
making some amazing fishes and jellyfish, all displayed on the 
Northstowe Day. I was impressed with the skill of the Year 5 
students. Our Year 7 have been researching good teaching 
methods and inclusive practices, as they are going out to 
Pathfinder to teach a French lesson. I have to say, I was 

impressed with 
how seriously they 
have taken the task 
and the work they 
have put in; they 
make us very 
proud.  Pathfinder 
and Hatton Park 
students will also 
be joining us in July 
for some sporting 
activities. 

  
I can’t finish without telling you how impressed I was at the Trust 
Performing Arts Showcase on 20th June, when primary and 
secondary students came together from the Eastern section of 
the Trust to put on a phenomenal performance, including show 
songs, choirs, dance, drama, solos and even a jazz band! After all 
the restrictions of Covid, it was heart-warming to see the talent in 
our community schools.  
  
We wish all our families and community a happy and healthy 
summer. 
 

Carole Moss, Headteacher 

LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS PLAYGROUP 
We’re coming to the end of a 
wonderful summer term. We’ve 
done more and more crafts, such 
as painting finger puppets and 
drawing our favourite foods on 
paper plates.  
 
In the new term, we hope to offer 
fruit snacks and story time as well. 
Please note that offering fruit will 

involve a price increase, from £1 to £1.50 a week.  
 
We have managed to get a few new committee members, but if 
you want to give us a hand with setting up and putting away, you 
are welcome to do so. We would love to welcome all families 
with children under 5 on Friday mornings at 9.30 am during term 
time at the Village Institute. 
 

Felicity, Liz and Jenny  
Little Leprechauns Committee 
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

LONGSTANTON BOWLS CLUB 
Please don’t just wave the summer goodbye without giving lawn 
bowls a try. Bowls is a sport renowned for companionship and 
creating lasting friendships. The sport can be played by all 
generations (an age range of 8 to 108 is a good guideline). 
Longstanton Bowls Club is part of 
Longstanton’s Sports and Recreation 
Complex on the Over Road, and the 
bowls green is located between the 
Pavilion and the tennis courts. If you’re 
free on a Monday evening between 6pm 
and 8pm, or on a Thursday afternoon 
between 2pm and 4:30pm, we would 
love to see you.  All we ask is that you 
wear flat soled shoes. 
Time waits for no one as the bowls 
season hits the halfway stage of the 
league programmes. The Cambridge and 
District Division 2 team lay in bottom spot; however, they’ve 
recently had two wins, so hopefully their luck is starting to 
change. Meanwhile, in Division 4, after holding pole position 
during the early part of the season, they have now dropped into 
the lower half of the Division. In the Business House Leagues, we 
stand in the top 4 of the Mixed Division, and in the lower half of 
the Men's section. In the Ely and District League, Longstanton are 
sitting just below mid-table.  

With a very full league programme this season, matches are 
coming thick and fast, with some members playing multiple times 
a week to cover for players on holiday and those out with health 
problems.  Our Club Competitions are now well underway. The 
Club Triples Day winners were George Watts, John Hodson and 
Stuart Hunter. Well done boys.  

 
In the second round of Club Open Pairs 
competition, there was a very enjoyable 
afternoon of bowls, which included the 
appearance of five of our new members. 
Congratulations go to Ann Hart and Paul 
Aspinall, who now progress to the final to 
be held in on Saturday 3rd September at 
2PM, so please come along and cheer on 
all our finalists. (P.S. the bar will be open 
all afternoon). 
 
 

For more information about the Bowls Club, please visit our 
website: www.longstanton-bowls-club.co.uk, or ring Marion 
(Membership Secretary) on 01954 780118.   
Remember membership is only £10 for your first season.  
Happy Bowling! From “Rob the Bowler”.  

Rob Page 

LONGSTANTON & 
NORTHSTOWE LIMPERS 

The Longstanton and Northstowe Limp-
ers have been enjoying the light evenings 
and warm weather, having just completed 
a 6-week block of Wednesday evening 
trail runs around the local area. With a lot 
of our members following our previous 
10km training plan, we have been able to 
stretch our legs and explore some of the 
trails that were previously out of reach!  
With this block of sessions ending, we are 

returning to a 6-week block of interval training on Wednesday 
evenings, focusing on improving speed, agility and balance. Run 
Leader, Lizz, is completing her England Athletics Coaching course 
and has shown us lots of fun new exercises, which can help im-
prove our running technique. For those less keen on longer runs or 

speed work, we are still running our beginners easy 5km sessions 
alongside these Wednesday sessions and everyone is welcome!  
As always, our Monday social runs are also open to both members 
and non-members and are organised so everyone is able to run at 
their own pace. We have been enjoying getting to know some of 
the new faces attending these sessions: both newer and more 
experienced runners looking to meet new people. Finally, we are 
also organising members away runs, with monthly Sunday trips to 
further afield beauty spots and parks for runs of around 10–15km. 
Recently, we’ve enjoyed running together at Hatfield Forest, Wim-
pole and Knapwell! 
If you’re interested in attending our sessions, we meet at 
Northstowe Green every week. Monday social runs start at 7:30pm 
and are open to everyone. Wednesday beginners’ sessions are 
also open to all and meet at 7pm. If you have any questions or 
want to have a chat before you come along, you can find us on 
Facebook or email longstantonlimpers@gmail.com. We look for-
ward to seeing you there! 

Chris Poultney 

HOCKEY AT NORTHSTOWE 
Let’s rewind to last Septem-
ber and the glorious sun-
shine of Northstowe’s Run-
ning Festival. This was the 
first opportunity I had to 
meet members of the Hun-
tingdon Ladies’ Hockey Club, 
and I was struck by what a 
friendly bunch they were. 
When I confessed that my 
experience was limited to 

one year in the mid-90s, I was reassured that they had plenty of 
sticks, but I would probably want my own gum guard! 
That summer’s day couldn’t have been in starker contrast to the 
dark, cold Tuesday evenings throughout winter training. I will ad-
mit that there were many occasions when I returned home from 
work and the last thing I wanted to do was don my shin pads, but, 
without exception, I always left sessions feeling on top of the 
world. 
If, like me, “which position do you play?” is a terrifying question, 

because you don’t even 
know the possible re-
sponses, worry not. Every-
one is really supportive, 
and there is a great mix 
from late teens all the way 
through to golden oldies.  
We compete in the East 
Area League in Women’s 
Division 3 North West, and 
though I haven’t felt confi-
dent enough to play in a 
Saturday match yet, my hockey skills have improved so much 
over this first year thanks to my teammates’ encouragement. 
Goodness me, the celebrations when I scored my first goal in 
training!  
Email huntingdonhockeyclub@gmail.com and join us for the new 
season on Tuesday 30 August 2022, 7.00pm to 8.30pm, at 
Northstowe Secondary College.  
 

Ros Hart  
Secretary of Huntingdon Ladies’ Hockey Club 2022-23  

mailto:longstantonlimpers@gmail.com
mailto:huntingdonhockeyclub@gmail.com
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LONGSTANTON BELLRINGERS 
 

Over the Jubilee weekend, the Longstan-
ton bellringers enjoyed meeting visitors to 
the church, telling them about how the 
bells work and in many cases giving them 
a taster session.  If you were one of these 
people, do come back for more!  We 
practise at 8pm on Wednesdays, and we 
would be delighted to have more people, 
either beginners or people who have rung 

before.  You don't need any special fitness or any special musi-
cal ability.  If you'd like to check anything before you come, do 
email longstanton@elyda.org.uk 

Every few weeks, you might hear the bells ringing outside the 
normal times (Wednesday evening practices and Sunday 
mornings before the service).  This is likely to be a group of vis-
iting ringers borrowing our bells to ring a "quarter peal" - just 
under an hour of continuous ringing.  With experienced ringers, 
it should sound smooth and melodious - enjoy listening, and 
come and learn so that you too can ring like that one day!  

Fiona Rutter  

Longstanton Village Market 
 
Thank you to everybody who 
came to visit our Market on 
the 4th June. We hope every-
one enjoyed celebrating the 
Jubilee with several local 
events over the long week-
end. The weather worked in 
our favour on Saturday, and 
we had a lovely mix of stalls 
with amazing crafts, bakes, 
flowers and more.  The chari-
table and community stalls 
had a great day raising aware-
ness, and yet again, most of 

the cakes were sold out before the end of the market! The ice 
cream van also went down a treat. 
 
Our next date is 17th September, at the same time of 10am till 
12.30pm. We will have some of the same lovely stalls and a few 
different ones too. 
We always welcome new applications from local crafters, inde-
pendent producers, community groups and charities - if you 
would like to join us on the green, please email longstantonvil-
lagemarket@gmail.com. 
 
Upcoming dates: 
 
    • Autumn market, 17th September, 10am - 12.30pm 
    • Christmas market, 3rd December, times to be confirmed 
 
Longstanton Village Market, The Village Green, Nelson Crescent 
(next to Co-op), Longstanton. 
 
Follow us on Facebook/longstantonmarket for the latest event 
updates. 

OVER DAY CENTRE BIKE RIDE                
SUNDAY 12th JUNE 2022   

Very many thanks to everyone who supported this year’s bike 
rides and the riders who enjoyed the rides. With the two rides 
from Northstowe and the three from Over, 113 riders joined us 
with nearly £2,200 raised for the Day Centre.   
We were most fortunate to have sponsorship from Law & Lew-
is, Joiners; Redmayne, Arnold & Harris, Estate Agents; and 
Cambridgeshire Bathrooms, to meet event expenses so that all 
rider donations went to the Day Centre. Very many thanks also 
to Tom Miller, First Aider; Darryl Bass, Passionate Flowers, 
Broom Wagon; and Brucies Bikes, Mechanical Support;  to 
Tesco, Bar Hill for drinks & snack-stop water and fruit for the  
family rides;  to the Over Community Centre for the BBQ & bar 
for the after-rides social with live music;  to local WIs and 
friends for superb cakes for the cake & raffle table;  to all local 
businesses who so generously gave raffle prizes;  and to the 
registration teams, rides marshalls and sweepers who helped 
run the event. Particular thanks go to Willingham Wheels and 
Swavesey & Over Cycling Club for organising the rides with 
Day Centre Trustees. 
The photos below capture the spirit of some of the rides and 
social after. We hope you can join us for next year’s rides, pro-
visionally Sunday 25th June 2023.  

mailto:longstanton@elyda.org.uk
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WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES 
Reception Tel:  Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 207600  Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  

Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk 

Heatwave and very hot weather Most of us welcome hot weather, but 
when it’s too hot for too long, there are health risks. In England there 
are on average 2000 heat related deaths every year. If hot weather 
hits this summer, make sure it does not harm you or anyone you 
know.   
 
Why is a heatwave a problem? The main risks posed by a heatwave 
are not drinking enough water (dehydration); overheating, which can 
make symptoms worse for people who already have problems with 
their heart or breathing; heat exhaustion and heatstroke. 
 
Who's most at risk? A heatwave can affect anyone, but the most 
vulnerable people are:  
 
 older people – especially those over 75;  
 those who live on their own or in a care home;  
 people who have a serious or long term illness – including heart or 

lung conditions, diabetes, kidney disease, Parkinson's disease or 
some mental health conditions;  

 those who may find it hard to keep cool – babies and the very 
young, the bed bound, those with drug or alcohol addictions or 
with Alzheimer's disease;  

 people who spend a lot of time outside or in hot places – those 
who live in a top floor flat, the homeless or those whose jobs are 
outside. 

 
The top ways for staying safe when the heat arrives are to:  
 
 look out for others, especially older people, young children and 

babies and those with underlying health conditions;  
 close curtains on rooms that face the sun to keep indoor spaces 

cooler and remember it may be cooler outdoors than indoors;  

 drink plenty of water as sugary, alcoholic and caffeinated drinks 
can make you more dehydrated;  

 never leave anyone in a closed, parked vehicle, especially infants, 
young children or animals;  

 try to keep out of the sun between 11am to 3pm;  
 take care and follow local safety advice, if you are going into the 

water to cool down;  
 walk in the shade, apply sunscreen and wear a hat, if you have to 

go out in the heat; avoid physical exertion in the hottest parts of the 
day;  

 wear light, loose fitting cotton clothes; make sure you take water 
with you if you are travelling. 

 
For more information please visit:   
www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/heatwave-how-to-cope-in-
hot-weather/ 
 
Carers Meeting  If you are a carer for someone and need advice and 
financial or emotional support, please come along to our carers 
support meeting on Weds 3rd August at Willingham Surgery, where 
we will be holding a drop in meeting between 2pm and 4pm. Please 
come along and get some support from other people in the local 
community. Refreshments provided, no need to pre-book and 
completely FREE!  
 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month at 
Willingham Surgery. Please contact Sue Lawson at the surgery or 
email her at susan.lawson7@nhs.net for more information.  
 

Lisa Smith  
Assistant Practice Manager 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, LONGSTANTON                  

If you enjoy walking, jogging, running, cycling, riding 
your horse, electric scooter or moped then join the 
annual Ride ‘n’ Stride for the Cambridgeshire Historic 
Churches Trust on 10th of September 2022! It involves 
people being sponsored to travel to as many 
participating churches as they can in one day. 
Nominate one church in the county to receive 50% of 
the sponsorship money. 
 
All necessary information you can find here: 
camhct.uk/ride-and-stride/ 
 
This year, we would love to have a Team St Michael’s 
taking part, raising much needed funds for our church. 
There are 2 ways to participate: by making your way 
around two or more churches  and nominate St. 
Michael’s to receive 50% of your sponsor money back. 
Or you could give your time and be sponsored for your 
help at the day. 
 
For more information, especially for helping on the 
welcome desk, please email: 
 
anne.littlefair@ntlworld.com   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dehydration/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heat-exhaustion-heatstroke/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/alzheimers-disease/
mailto:susan.lawson7@nhs.net
https://camhct.uk/ride-and-stride/
mailto:anne.littlefair@ntlworld.com
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Come and celebrate! 
The Platinum Jubilee celebrations seem a long time ago now, 
but at the time it was wonderful to welcome so many people 
from our village to celebrate with a cream tea at All Saints’ 
Church.  We hope you enjoyed your tea and the opportunity to 
see the completed re-ordering work, which does make our 
beautiful church a much more user-friendly space.  To this end, 
we will continue to hold a Pop-up Coffee Shop, with the always 
popular ‘bacon butties’, on a Saturday morning once a month 
from 10am.  In August, this will be on the 13th and in September 
on the 10th. 
Also, we have opened a Community Café, which is held every 
Wednesday morning from 10-12.30 serving coffee/tea, soft 
drinks and cake!  The café is run by different organisations from 
our Longstanton and Northstowe communities.  The Women’s 
Institute, the Friends of St Michael’s, Northstowe Pioneer Café 
and All Saints’ Church will take a week each month, enabling us 
to be open every Wednesday.  The money taken will be shared 
with the relevant partner organisation and help to pay for the 
cost of utilities and upkeep of the building. 
The Meeting Room is available for hire at just £10 per hour, which 
includes use of the fully fitted kitchen.  If you would like to book 
this for a meeting or small group, then please contact our 
administrator, Colin Smith, at admin@5folds.org.uk or 01954 
203459. 
Looking ahead: watch out for a date for the Advent Fayre and a 
choral concert. 
We look forward to giving you a warm welcome to the Meeting 
Room at All Saints’ Church, do bring your friends and come along 
for a nice cup of tea. 
 
 
Services take place in All Saints’ Church Longstanton  
1st-4th Sundays at 9.30am. 
1st Sundays – All Age Worship, 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Communion, 3rd Sundays – Morning Praise 
 

Sue Gamon 
Churchwarden 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

One of the great things about village life is only being a short 
walk from the edge of the village and into the countryside. As I 
walk, I get the pleasure of seeing the fields of wheat and barley, 
beautiful as they slowly ripen, whether dew laden or lit by the 
setting sun. By the time you read this, harvesting will have 
begun, giving children the pleasure of seeing combine 
harvesters and tractors.  
Jesus lived in a world of villages and farms, and so many of his 
stories about God and us use farming imagery. For example 
Jesus tells a story about seed falling on four different soils- the 
path, the rocky soil, the thorny soil, and the good soil. Only three 
of them grow, since birds peck up the seed on the path. Only 
one of them produces an ear full of grain: the good soil. The 
seed in rocky soil grows but then withers with no root, while the 
seed in thorny soil grows and then is choked by weeds.   
Using this farming picture, Jesus tells us that the human heart 
needs to take in God’s word if God’s life is to grow in us to 
fruitfulness- but many of us don’t take in God’s word and give it 
space to grow. A church is simply a place where we sow the 
seed of God - that is God’s word found in the Bible- and 
encourage each other to be good soil - to have hearts soft to 
listen to our Creator who loves us, and willing to give God’s 
word space to grow new life in us.  
Whether you have been following Jesus all your life, or are 
intrigued by this new idea of God’s word in our hearts growing 
God’s life in us now and forever, we’d love you to visit us any 
Sunday at Northstowe Secondary College, 10:30am.  
 

Pastor Josh Monteiro 
Email: josh.monteiro@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org 
Postal Address: 45 Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET  

Emmanuel Church, Northstowe  

Emmanuel Church Northstowe gathers for our main weekly meeting 
10:30am every Sunday at Northstowe Secondary College. Everyone is 
welcome. Crèche and children’s groups (primary age) run during the 
second part of the service. There are refreshments after the service. 
For more information, please go our website:  
emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org  
Contact via email: contact@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org or post: 
45 Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET 

Are you interested in 
getting more from your 
photography whatever your 
level? Come over to 
Swavesey Camera Club. So 
whether your camera is a 
mobile phone, basic 
compact camera or the 
latest digital SLR, our 
programme is designed to 
help you get the best out of 
it. We are always keen to 
encourage new members 
to join and pride ourselves 
on being a very friendly, 
welcoming club with 

activities to suit all abilities. We will be meeting in person from 
Thursday 8th September 2022 onwards. We will also continue to 
live stream and record the meetings via Zoom for those unable to 
attend in person on the night. So no member will miss out on our 
meetings. 
 
Our first meeting - “Welcome evening” of the new season 2022 / 
2023 will be on Thursday 8th  September 2022 from 7.00pm till 
9pm. This first meeting is FREE to attend for non-members. 

Our programme is available to view on our website. We will be 
having guest speakers, internal competition evenings and also 
members evenings, all of which are designed to inspire you. Some 
of the guest speakers will be talking about - mobile phone 
photography, wildlife photography,        landscape photography 
and street photography. There will also be some photography 
software talks as well. 
 
Full membership for the season - Adult £68, Concessions £55, 
Youth £20. Non members - £4 per visit on the night. 
Meetings take place at Swavesey Village College in the Global 
Environment Room. 
 
For more information go to the club website. There is also a 
“CONTACT US" form on the website to get further advice about 
joining the club. www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk     
 
Hope to see you there! 

Maggie O’Moore 
Committee Member 

 

Photo: Gannet Courtship by Maggie O’Moore  

mailto:admin@5folds.org.uk
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WIMBLEDON WINNERS COMPETITION! 

2021 - 2007 - 1998 - 1980 - 1990 - 2002 - 1973 - 2013 - 2010  

Since 1877, Wimbledon has marked the 
beginning of the Great British summer, and 
we have been enjoying strawberries, 
Pimms and world-class tennis since. Can 
you match these players to the year of their 
Wimbledon win (below the photos)? 
 
To enter the competition, send your an-
swers to Longstanton Life either by posting 
at the Village Institute, or by emailing to: 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com before 31st 
August. Remember to include your name 
and phone number with your entry.  
 

The first person ran-
domly selected from 
those with the cor-
rect answers will 
receive a tray full of 

seasonal produce, kindly donated by The 
Bushel Box Farm Shop. The winner will be 
announced in the next issue.  
 

Good luck! 

David Plumb is our Nature 
Competition winner, congratu-
lations! The winning answers: 
1 Blue Tit, 2 Chaffinch, 3 Great 
Tit, 4 House Sparrow, 5 Mal-
lard, 6 Red Kite, 7 Arctic Tern,  
8 Barn Owl. 
 
The prize was fund-
ed by Parkhall Gar-
den Centre. 

NATURE COMPETITION WINNER! Advertisement 
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GROUNDWATER STILL A SERIOUS 
CONCERN FOR  LOCAL RESIDENTS 
LDHS includes landscape features in its definitions of 
heritage assets and for many years the Heritage Society has 
had serious concerns about groundwater issues, since 
ponds began drying out across Longstanton in 2015. These 
concerns have been escalating in recent months and the 
Heritage Society welcomes the extensive work that has 
been carried out on this issue by Northstowe Town Council. 
Local residents and others are currently campaigning on this 
issue and whilst the Heritage Society is not engaged with 
this campaign we do wish to see the historic wells and 
ponds across Longstanton saved for future generations.  

Residents will be aware that our Secretary Hilary Stroude, is 
involved with campaigning on this issue. However, she 
wishes to make it clear that this is being done in a personal 
capacity. Whilst landscape heritage matters do concern the 
Heritage Society we are mindful that the groundwater 
problem is a complex one and there are various opinions on 
what should or should not be done regarding this issue.  

Below are photos taken between the 3rd and 6th of July 
showing the disparity in water resources between 
Longstanton and Northstowe. We do hope that the cause of 
the problem can be identified and a solution found before 
the Longstanton ponds and wells disappear forever. 

 

HARVEST TIME MEMORIES  
Longstanton has been predominantly a rural village since its 
first mention in the Domesday book of 1086. It was following 
the construction of the airfield in 1939 that the population 
profile of the village began to change. The village farms 
were still a major employer for local people in the 1950’s but 
agricultural mechanisation and greater access to private 
cars saw local residents seeking job opportunities further 
afield. 

Below is a photo of harvest time on Manor Farm, 
Longstanton (c 1950’s) - a reminder that this once rural 
village played an important role in food production. As we 
look to the future with all the issues the world faces with 
climate change it is important that local food production 
remains central to how our communities live. This is not just 
about being true to the historical legacy of our local villages; 
reducing transport miles and the associated impacts of 
transport on climate change is a necessary adjustment that 
we need to make. Supporting our local food businesses 
such as Larksfield Nursery on Rampton Road, The Longhorn 
Farm Shop at Cuckoo Hill Farm,  or the plethora of other 
local food shops and café’s in Swavesey, Willingham and 
beyond benefits us all. Supporting local farmers markets is 
also a great way of keeping our rural traditions alive and 
keeping food production as local as possible 

AGM 2022 
This year’s AGM will take place in person at the Village Institute, 
High Street Longstanton on 15th September at 7.30 pm. The 
AGM will be followed at 8.15 pm by a talk on the 1947 Floods by 
Selwyn Richardson.  

Whilst only LDHS members can vote on 
AGM business, non-members are 
encouraged to attend the talk and are asked 
to arrive at the Village Institute shortly after 
8pm. There is a £ 2 charge per person for 
non-members to help the Society cover the 
costs of the evening.  This will be the first 
talk organised by LDHS since the start of the 
pandemic in 2020 , and we hope that local 
residents from Longstanton, Northstowe 
and surrounding villages will attend.  

Photo of the pond at Hatton House taken on 3rd July 2022. This once 
beautiful pond on what was Hatton Farm is now just mud. 

Aerial view of part of the Northstowe Phase 2 lake - 6 July 2022 

Harvest at Manor Farm, Longstanton c 1950’s 

LDHS UPDATE: LONGSTANTON August / September 2022 

Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, c/o The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU  

For more information please visit our website at https://ldhs.org or contact us by post, Facebook message or by e-mail at ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk  


