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V I L L AG E  D I A RY  
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE ORGANISER FIRST 

*It should be noted that the Village Institute is available for hiring for a variety of functions; provisional bookings 
can be made via www.longstanton-pc.gov.uk/Longstanton_Village_Institute_Hall_23070.aspx. Email: 
villageinstitute@gmail.com or telephone 01954 782323. The Pavilion also offers private party function facilities; 
discuss your requirements for any family & friends gatherings - e.g.: weddings, birthdays, funerals, with 
Michael Binks on 01954 782233 or email longstantonpav@btinternet.com 

  SUNDAY 09.30-10.30 Sunday School Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

         11.00 Tennis Club Sessions The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  MONDAY 11.00-12.00 Zumba Gold Village Institute* Davina Mee  07779 244250 

  18.00-20.00 Bowls Club The Pavilion Marion Edwards 01954 780118 

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse          01487 841811 

  2nd of month 19.30 Parish Council Village Institute* (Open meeting)   

  3rd of month 19.45 W.I. Village Institute* Patrizia Peters 01954 781283 

  TUESDAY 10.00-12.00 Coffee morning (over 55's) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

  10.30-11.15 Mini JAFFAs (pre-schoolers) All Saints’ Church Susan Meah 01954 781258 

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

  18.30-20.00 Adult Cricket Training (May-August) Recreation Ground Wayne Markillie 07737 313225 

  19.00-21.00 Cambridge Freestyle Martial Arts Village Institute* Rory/Martin 07523 854251/07535 646234 

  19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre     

  WEDNESDAY 10.00-11.00 Music Madness (0-5yrs) Village Institute* Sharon Sennitt 07762 206320 

  19.10-21.30 Army Cadet Force (12-18yrs) Cadet Centre Sgt. Rudderham  07759 056154  

  19.00-20.00 Jazzercise Hatton Park School Tina Chasse 01487 841811 

  THURSDAY 10.00-11.30 Rainbow Club (bump-1yr) Village Institute* Susan Meah 01954 781258 

  FRIDAY 09.30-11.00 Little Leprechauns playgroup (0-4yrs) Village Institute* Felicity Timpanist 07870588777 

  14.00-16.00 Afternoon tea (over 55s) The Dale Comm. Hall Please just turn up   

 18.00 Tennis Club Night The Pavilion Sarah Ballard 07985 938959 

 19.00-21.30 ATC (Air Training Corps) Cadet Centre    

  18.00-20.00 Longstanton Juniors Cricket (5-16yrs) includes Recreation Ground Richard Jenkins rkbjenkins@gmail.com 

  SATURDAY 10.00-11.00 #Longstanton Colts Football Club (6-12yrs) Recreation Ground Louise Gamon 07429 317803 

#Mid week football training available, please contact Louise Gamon (Tel: 07429 317803). 

Spring is here! Photos by Beth Baker. 

P 
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LONGSTANTON LIFE EDITORIAL 

Dear Readers, 

Spring is finally here, and we are all looking forward to the 
Easter break. Days are getting longer and warmer; if you are 
out and about take some photos of our village and we will be 
happy to share them with our readers. We may even print 
them on our front page, like the bouquet for Ukraine made by 
Robyn Bass. 
 
There are many interesting articles in this issue - don’t miss 
Vicky’s piece which  tells you all about the April Fool tradition. 
 
This time we have prepared two competitions for our readers 
to win some Easter goodies. Try our crossword for the grown 
ups and if you are under 12, send us the message spelt by the 
Easter eggs hidden in the issue. 
 
We are saying goodbye to a few of our distributors, with a 
huge thank you for all your time and help! We would also like 
to say thank you to all of you who responded to our call for 
new volunteers - please see a message from Lynne 
Coulstock (our distribution manager) on page 15. Perhaps 
someone out there would like to join our editorial team, 
please send us an email if you are interested! 
 
We wish you a lovely and peaceful Easter.  

The Editorial Team 

Contact Us: 

· e-mail: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
· correspondence address: Longstanton Life, c/o The Village 

Institute, 24 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS 
· Twitter account: @LongstantonLife 
· find us on Facebook – Longstanton Life Magazine 
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Please note that the copy deadline for the                     
June - July 2022 edition of  

Longstanton Life is: 
Thursday, 12th May 2022 

Contributions for the next issue: by email to                                                                    
longstantonlife@hotmail.com  

or drop off at the Village Institute  

Longstanton Life Advertising Rates 2022 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please email 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com with ‘advertising’ in the subject line.  

Issue 1: February/March  Issue 4: August/September  

Issue 2: April/May  Issue 5: October/November  

Issue 3: June/July Issue 6: December/January 

Colour Adverts Prices = B/W plus 20% 

Ad  
Size 

1  
Edition 

3 Editions 
(6 months) 

6 Editions 
(1 year) 

3 Editions 
Spot Ads 

6 Editions 
Spot Ads 

1/4 N/A £130/156 £255/305 £165/198 £330/395 

1/8 N/A £65/78 £130/156 £82/99 £165/198 

Line N/A £15 £30   

 

mailto:longstantonlife@hotmail.com
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Longstanton Parish Council   Dan delaMare-Lyon 
 
I hope that the warmer spring temperatures 
and longer days give us all an opportunity to 
get out more. COVID persists, so while we 
hope we now have more scope for village ac-
tivities, we will keep you updated on how our 
plans and activities evolve. 

Jubilee Events: We are working on an agenda 
for the Jubilee weekend, but really need vol-

unteers to come forward and help with organisation. If we 
don't get any additional help, the scale of what it is possible to 
organise will need to be quite basic, whereas we'd really like 
to be able to have a more ambitious weekend of activities. 
Please e-mail the Parish Clerk (clerk@longstanton-pc.gov.uk) 
or phone the parish office if you are able to help us make this 
significant milestone a memorable event. 

Hatton Park School - Parking Considerately: You will no doubt 
be aware that the County Council has presented plans to re-
strict vehicle access to Hattons Park at times of school drop-
off and pick-up on a permanent basis. This was reviewed by 
the Parish Council at the March meeting, and we had residents 
from the surrounding roads present the difficulties that parking 
when bringing or collecting children from the school pre-
sents. On behalf of the Parish Council, I'd like to ask everyone 
that drives their children to school (as many of you are from 
Longstanton) that you please park considerately, and don't use 
peoples’ driveways and paths as turning space. If you must 
drive your children to school, please consider sharing the jour-
ney with others where possible to minimise both the number 
of cars, and also the environmental and social impacts.  We 
will report more when the County Council has reviewed all the 
feedback and have presented a finalised plan. 

Home Farm - Central Open Space: We are in the final stages of 
acquiring this space, and, a few more technical steps will see 
us able to start work on this area shortly.  We are preparing an 
engagement with the Longstanton and Northstowe Sustaina-
bility group, and will be looking for community engagement in 
determining what we do with this space. There are some 
things we must do, and some things we would like to do, but 
as always we'd like your input. Watch out for opportunities to 
get involved in making this a great community space in the 
coming weeks and months, and expect to see work on this 
starting in the coming weeks, with much more activity later in 
the year. 

New Village Facility: We continue to work with the landowner, 
and are working through an agreement that would potentially 
allow us to gain access to the recreation ground extension to 
build our new village facility next year.  More on this to come in 
the next update, by which time we hope to have a clear deci-
sion on our path forwards towards new shared spaces for our 
community. 

Hiring our new Parish Clerk: You are probably aware that we 
continue to search for someone to fill the post of Parish 
Clerk.  If you have good organisational skills, have some back-
ground in book-keeping/business finance, project manage-
ment, general administration and associated skills, why not 
take a look at the role! More information is available from the 
Parish Clerk. 

As always, the Parish Council are happy to help.  Reach out to 
any of your councillors (details on the website) or to the Parish 
Clerk at any time.  

Dan delaMare-Lyon 
Chairman, LPC 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
MP for South Cambs                  Anthony Browne                     

 
I know residents will be 
concerned about the con-
tinued crisis in Ukraine. I 
want to assure everyone 
that I share their horror at 
this illegal invasion. The 
Government has commit-
ted to giving all the eco-
nomic and military support 
we can to help those pro-

tecting their country. It is vital for the safety of every demo-
cratic nation that this unprovoked, illegal, and premeditated 
attack should be seen to fail spectacularly. 

As the war in Ukraine progresses, it is becoming increasingly 
clear that this war will have a devastating impact on the civil-
ian population. That is why I am fundraising for the Disasters 
Emergency Committee - an umbrella group of UK charities 
that coordinates collective appeals to provide emergency 
aid in situations such as this. The DEC charities and their local 
partners are in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries provid-
ing food, water, shelter and medical assistance. These peo-
ple need our support - I'll be doing all I can inside Parliament 
and out to ensure they receive it.  

On the 26th of March, I’ll be cycling over 100km from London 
to Cambridge to raise money 
for the Disasters Emergency 
Committee Ukraine Humani-
tarian Appeal. Find out more 
and donate at: 
www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/anthony-browne
-mp. Thank you.  

Meanwhile, I continue to rep-
resent our constituency and 
fight for what we need in South Cambridgeshire. This month, 
I have been: 
 Releasing the results of my latest survey on the CSET 

Busway, showing over 80% of residents are against the 
proposals.  

 Securing two investigations into the potential supply of 
toxic chemicals to homes in Great Shelford and Sawston, 
while pushing the District Council to come clean on what 
they knew, and when.  

 Setting out my questions about East West Rail to the new 
Rail minister as the uncertainty around the project grows. 

 Welcoming a crackdown on hare coursing following my 
successful campaign in Parliament to get legislative time 
to tackle the issue.  

 Helping plant trees across the constituency, including at 
Wandlebury Country Park and Dernford Reservoir in Sta-
pleford. 

 
 

Find more information on my website: 
https://www.anthonybrowne.org 

To contact me about any issue:  
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk 

01223 603677  

Anthony Browne 
MP for South Cambs 

Y 

mailto:clerk@longstanton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
County Councillor                          Firouz Thompson 

 
Dear residents, it’s spring and the lighter 
evenings are returning! Here is my sum-
mary of County Council Matters: 

Northstowe’s new South Access Road 
West (SARW) tie-in connection to the 
B1050: All surfacing to roundabout ap-
proaches, white lines and street lighting 
are now complete. Finishing works will 
take place on the verges and to the cy-

cleway / footpath and the temporary traffic lights have been 
removed. The road is due to open in the next few months. 

Northstowe Education Campus: Works are due to complete 
outside of Northstowe Secondary School, the Martin Bacon 
Academy and Urban Splash Home in the next few months.  

Rampton Drift byway: The path from Rampton Drift to Stirling 
Road is due to be completed in the next month. The section 
from Stirling Road to the Busway will be half hard top surfac-
ing for pedestrians/cyclists and the other half will be soft sur-
facing for equestrians. 

Reynolds Drove: Resurfacing work will commence on 28 March 
for 2 weeks (weather permitting). The surface will be dressed 
using aggregate with granite dust to provide a smoother sur-
face which will be suitable for pedestrians, cyclists and eques-
trians.  

Wilson’s Road bridleway resurfacing: The works in mid-October 
used new innovative surfacing for our county, intended to be 
truly inclusive for all abilities of walkers, horse riders, ramblers, 
cyclists, wheelchair users and pushchairs. The initial six month 
period is up in April; after this we will be offering a site inspec-
tion after 6 months to the Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum 
and Longstanton Parish Council. Please do try out this new 
surfacing and feedback to me on the email address before the 
end of April. 

Defects on and off ramps of the bridge over the A14 at Bar Hill: 
We have had reports of a potentially serious defect: the ex-
pansion joints where the bridge joins the road surface have 
subsided causing bangs and jolts to cars. The bridge has been 
adopted by CCC from National Highways as part of the ongo-
ing A14 handover. At the time of handover, the defect at the 
joint was not apparent. We have erected signs to warn drivers. 
and are investigating the cause so we can organise a perma-
nent repair. We are in discussions with National Highways on 
the best way of repairing the defect. 

Covid-19 vaccinations: The roll out of vaccinations for 5 to 11 
year olds will begin from 31 March. Advice at this point is that 
children will be vaccinated in pharmacies and mass vaccina-
tion centres rather than in primary schools. Mobile vaccination 
centres are still in operation—see the schedule at 
www.thevaccinators.co.uk 

Holiday activity and food in Cambridgeshire: During the Easter 
holidays, eligible children and young people will be able to 
access up to 16 hours for free at a holiday scheme or family 
experience through the HAF programme. The sessions will 
include a healthy meal, a variety of exciting activities, sports 
and the opportunity for your child to socialise with others. 
More here: https://tinyurl.com/2p8cjyxc  

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you have any ques-
tions: firouz.thompson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Firouz Thompson, County Councillor 
Longstanton, Northstowe, Over, Oakington and Westwick 

We are delighted to report that Plastic Free Longstanton and 
Northstowe has been re-certified for the second year! Projects 

planned for this year include "Pick your 
own patch" (community litter picking) and 
a "Mass unwrap" action in Coop. 
 
The new Community Pantry has been up 
and running for a week in the Northstowe 
Community Wing (by Pathfinder School), 
and we are so fortunate to have received 
funding from Northstowe foodies to ac-
quire a fridge to expand on the types of 
food that can be saved from waste and 
redistributed to the community for free. 
 

Our now established Swap & share 
rail (also at the Northstowe Communi-
ty Wing) for the next months is 
themed around baby and toddler 
clothes. Just some weeks in place, it 
seems to be very successful with lots 
of little clothes coming and going. 
 
We had a great positive experience last year with a walking toy 
swap trail and are looking for a small group of volunteers to 
help us create a Toy Working Group to coordinate regular 
swaps or even set up a community toy library. If you'd like get 
involved and help organising swaps or creating the library, then 
please get in contact!  

 
We are looking at creating a wildflower 
patch with a tree/bush commemorat-
ing the Queen’s Jubilee year. We will 
share more details on this on our social 
media page. 
 
And finally.. we are very excited that 
background work is under way to cre-
ate our website! 

  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Super Saturday - 16th April at the Green (10am to 2pm) Refill 
and Eco-homeware stalls + Sunflower competition and wild-
flower seeds (more details to follow!) 
Northstowe Day - 7th May: We will join the "community fair" at 
the Green with a stall with info and possibly an upcycling work-
shop /engaging activity). We are also partnering up with 
Northstowe Arts and the NSC for an eco-art event at the pavil-
ions. 
Community Litter picking and plastic counting – 15th 
May (10:30am): in partnership with Pathfinder Church and 
Northstowe Town Council. 10:30am Church House, 6 Wood-
pecker Close, Northstowe 
Super Saturday – 21st May (10am to 2pm) at the Green: Refill 
and Eco-homeware stalls + side event (to be confirmed) 
  
WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 
You can either… 
• Participate/volunteer in a single event 
• Take part in monthly member meetings 
• Join one of the working groups: community pantry (volunteers 
wanted for food collection/drop-off once a week on regular 
basis), plastic-free, trees or toys (looking for lead) 
• Lead your own project 
• Join the committee for admin and coordination tasks ☺ 
  
All welcome! Membership is free and open to all residents of 
Northstowe, Longstanton and surrounding areas – Just express 
your interest by sending us an email to the following address: 
sustainable.northstowe@outlook.com, or reaching out on Face-
book (www.facebook.com/sustainablenorthstowe/). 

https://www.thevaccinators.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/2p8cjyxc
about:blank
mailto:sustainable.northstowe@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablenorthstowe/
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
District Councillors’ Notes  

 
Outline Planning Approval granted for 
Northstowe Phases 3A and 3B: Plans for 
Northstowe Phase 3A including 4,000 
new homes, two primary schools, green 
spaces, sports pitches, shops, and em-
ployment areas were approved by 
South Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
(SCDC) Planning Committee on Friday 
28th January. 

As District Councillors we raised objections to the applica-
tion and we are pleased that we were able to secure condi-
tions as part of the planning approval, including restrictions 
and monitoring of construction working hours, noise and 
dust and ongoing monitoring of groundwater to identify any 
further changes in groundwater levels on site.   

The Phase 3B planning application was also approved at 
another special planning meeting at the end of February. 
Phase 3B includes 1,000 homes, a primary school, space for 
retail, community, leisure and employment, children’s play 
space, allotments, and community orchards.  

Northstowe 3A will include 1,600 new affordable homes in 
a mixture of affordable rent, shared ownership, discounted 
market sale and rent to buy. In Phase 3B 400 of the homes 
will be affordable.   

A series of more detailed planning applications will follow 
for each parcel of land In Phase 3, which will agree the de-
tails on what homes and facilities will look like.  

You can read all the documents from the planning on the 
SCDC website. We have posted our full comments to the 
committee and a link to the planning documents on our 
Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/longstantonoakingtonnorthstowe 

Civil Parking Enforcement: A route to tackling illegal and in-
considerate parking in South Cambridgeshire has been 
supported by the District Council’s Cabinet.  

Introducing civil parking enforcement in South Cambridge-
shire will see responsibilities for dealing with illegal parking 
shift from Cambridgeshire Police to Cambridgeshire County 
Council. This will mean drivers parking illegally, such as on 
double yellow lines, could be issued a penalty charge by 
Civil Enforcement Officers.  

Subject to approval of an application by the County Council 
to the Secretary of State, it is expected that civil parking 
enforcement could begin in South Cambridgeshire in the 
autumn of next year. The upfront costs of introducing this 
scheme will be funded by the GCP, including a full review 
of road lines and signs, which is currently being carried out.  
All income that is generated by fines will be used to help 
pay for the costs of running the scheme. 

Update on water issues in Longstanton: In the last edition we 
wrote about the issues with water levels in Longstanton. 
We wanted to give an update this month to reassure you 
that investigations are ongoing, and we are continuing to 
push for action on these groundwater issues. The SCDC 
Joint Director of Planning has met with Longstanton Parish 
Council, Northstowe Town Council (NTC) and concerned 
residents along with officers from the Environment Agency, 

Lead Local Flood Authority, Anglian Water and the two 
principal developers for Northstowe, L & Q and Homes 
England, recently. Planners are continuing to explore the 
groundwater issues, in particular investigating concerns 
raised by NTC about the existing drainage system. L&Q 
have provided the requested details on the Phase 1 drain-
age scheme as constructed and this information is currently 
being considered alongside that from NTC.  

Homes England’s assessment of the ground and surface 
water implications for Phase 3 of Northstowe was also sub-
ject to rigorous scrutiny in the two recent planning commit-
tee meetings. The Environment Agency did not raise an 
objection to the application based on these concerns. How-
ever, we were pleased that a condition was placed on the 
developers requiring ongoing monitoring of groundwater 
levels. We will provide further updates, with outcomes from 
current investigations, as we have them.   

Help for refugees from Ukraine: We have been asked by 
residents about the ways in which they can support people 
fleeing the war in Ukraine. We have all been horrified by the 
news and the unfolding humanitarian crisis. We have been 
advised that the best way to help is by donating to charities 
and aid agencies working on the ground, such as via the 
Disaster Emergency Committee appeal www.dec.org.uk 

SCDC has committed to support people from Ukraine seek-
ing refuge through any government resettlement scheme, 
as we have done in recent years for families from Syria and 
Afghanistan.   

Register to vote: This year there will be local elections for 
the District Council. A reminder that you will need to be 
registered at your current address to vote. This is simple to 
do online and only takes a few minutes. More details and a 
link to register can be found here www.scambs.gov.uk/
your-council-and-democracy/elections/register-to-vote/ 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any ques-
tions about these, or any other matters.   

S. Cheung Johnson:  cllr.cheungjohnson@scambs.gov.uk  
A. Malyon: cllr.malyon@scambs.gov.uk 

 
Alex Malyon and Sarah Cheung Johnson  

District Councillors for Longstanton,  
Oakington and Northstowe 

Join our friendly editorial team! 
 

Do you fancy getting more involved in village life, doing 
something useful for your community and maybe making 
some new friends? Come join our editorial team! We’re a 
friendly bunch who meet for a (tea-fuelled!) magazine 
meeting every couple of months and also spend a couple of 
hours per issue editing from home. Volunteering is low 
commitment and requires no more than an interest in news 
stories. You can help with writing, editing, compiling or 
managing our social media. 
 
Find out more by emailing: longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
We’d love to hear from you!  

 
The Editorial Team  
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 April Fool 
On the 1st of April, the distributors of Longstanton Life will be 
strapping on their roller skates aiming to deliver all printed 
copies of the magazine in 1,5 hours. The shortest delivery time of 
any village newsletter ever to be published — April Fool.  

The newsletter will be delivered on the 1st of April, the rest of 
that paragraph was an introduction to a day which will probably 
get overlooked by those who are far too mature to put a piece of 
sellotape over the bottom of their colleague’s computer mouse 
light. After all, many of us will be celebrating Easter and some of 
the traditions associated with this time have been mentioned in 
this issue by our local churches.   

So, where did April Fool’s day come from?  

In Britain, we have always had a love of the silly (search Youtube 
for anything by ‘Monty Python’), and in folklore, April Fool’s day is 
said to have originated from an event associated with one of our 
most ridiculed Kings. In 13th Century Nottinghamshire, the 
dastardly King John (of Robin Hood fame), decided a bit of land 
in Gotham would be a great place to build a hunting lodge, so he 
liberated it from the townsfolk. When his men arrived to claim 
the land for their king, they found the townspeople in a state of 
chaos and acting crazily—a few were caught in the act of trying 
to drown fish. Unsurprisingly, the King decided to build his lodge 
elsewhere and the people of Gotham are commended for their 
crazy acts of defiance and remembered on April Fool’s day,  

International Pranks 

Sometimes the best jokes inspire creativity. ‘Pokemon Go’ is said 
to have been inspired by a 2014 prank played by Google. On the 
1st of April the search engine published a ‘Pokemon game’ which 
allowed players to use Google maps to catch Pikachus and 
Bulbasaurs, The characters would pop up on the map for players 
to grab, and the player who caught the most would be hired by 
Google as the companies official ‘Pokemon Master’.  

National Pranks 

The documentary crew behind the BBC 
production ‘Miracles of Evolution’ astounded 
everyone in 2008 with their footage of flying 
penguins. Monty Python alumnus (you were 
warned) Terry Jones presented and waddled 
alongside the penguins in Antarctica, before the 
birds’ flight was tracked to the depths of the 
Amazon rainforest — the penguins’ choice 
location for a winter sun escape.  

Regional Pranks 

In 2015, the sounds of students shouting their names at the door 
of the Physics Department of Cambridge University, caused a bit 
of bellyache when it was revealed that a sign had been put up 
telling the students that the card reader had been modified and 
would only allow entry through voice recognition.  

Local… 

I wouldn’t like to give anyone ideas.  

Vicky Stevens 

                   

Tuesday 17
th

 May 
6.30 pm 

 

St. Michael’s Church 
Longstanton 

 

Tickets available from: 
 

https://www.thisismytheatre.com 

S 
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HATTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

LITTLE LEPRECHAUNS PLAYGROUP 
We’re all enjoying playing with our 
friends at the toddler group. We’re 
especially pleased that crafts have 
returned.  We’ve recently made 
daffodils, butterflies, and lambs to 
celebrate the coming of spring.  As 
always, we welcome all families with 

children aged under 5 years, and there is no need to 

book. Just turn up and pay £1 per family and help 
yourself to free tea, coffee, and biscuits. We are still 
recommending, but not requiring, masks. We’re looking 
forward to seeing you on Fridays at 9.30am in the 
Village Institute on the high street.  

 
Felicity, Liz and Jenny  

Little Leprechauns Committee 

FRIENDS OF HATTON PARK SCHOOL 
Friends of Hatton Park 
(FOHPS) is delighted to 
have raised enough 
funds to pay for play-
ground markings for 
our children to enjoy at 
playtimes. The children 
have loved using the 
colourful markings, 
which should provide a 

source of play and fun for many years to come! 

FOHPS would like to extend a 
massive thank you to AVEVA 
for its generous charitable 
grant received this month, 
which will be spent on devel-
oping an outdoor learning area 
for the children at Hatton Park. 
Hopefully more to come on 
this later this year! 

Becky Varey & Clare Braybrook 
FOHPS Co-Chairs 

Hello to all of Longstanton! 
 
I hope that you are keeping well. 
 
At the time of writing, we have two 
weeks to go of the Spring Term. 
Things have been as busy as 
always, particularly juggling quality 
teaching and learning with staff and children being 
regularly off school after testing positive for COVID. Hatton 
Park is an amazing place to be and everyone always pulls 
together to get done what needs doing! 
 
In February, we recognised Children’s Mental Health 
Week, looking particularly at a story, ‘Ruby’s Worry’ by 
Tom Percival. It is a wonderfully simple reminder that 
worries can get bigger if we ignore them but can be more 
manageable if we share them with someone. In March, we 
joined in with this year’s World Book Day – 25 years of the 
annual event! Those that wanted to dress up, did, and 
everyone enjoyed sharing the love of books, stories and 

the amazing characters found within them. 
Our netball teams did a great job in their recent matches, 
showing huge improvement and all of the practising 
clearly paid off. Both our A and B teams are now looking 
forward to their next round – the finals! Our tag rugby team 
have been working hard too and will be taking part in a 
tournament soon. 

 
Our wonderful PTA group, the Friends of Hatton Park, 
recently funded wonderful new playground markings for 
the children to play on outside. They have been a great 
addition to the environment. We are looking forward to 
developing other areas outside soon too – watch this 
space! We are looking forward to having a Summer Fayre 
this year – it has been a while. So, COVID and weather 
depending, we might see you there in a few months. 
 
Until the next issue, 
 

Anthony Aguda, Headteacher,  
and the Hatton Park Team 

E 
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NORTHSTOWE SECONDARY COLLEGE (NSC) NEWS 
It has been a busy term at NSC; 
students came back to school in 
January with enthusiasm. We have 
been so lucky to have our 
Fundraising Committee work so hard 
to help us raise money for our school 
charity. February saw us have our 
first Valentine’s Disco. Organised by 
Ilse and a team of university students 
studying events management, they 
liaised and organised a fantastic 
night for our students. With food, 

drink, photos, DJ – the students were spoiled! It was so 
nice to see them all having fun. After a long period of 
cancelled events, they were all thrilled to be able to have 
fun together. The money raised has gone to fund more 
library books, with a huge selection delivered by Ilse. We 
are so grateful to have such supportive parents who want 
to create these opportunities for our children. 
  
We also had two students 
come to us proposing an 
environmental fundraiser. 
Eyva and Lidia had a 
vision to raise money for 
the UN environmental 
goals. They approached 
businesses for donations 
of seeds and bee friendly projects. They held a sale and a 
raffle. Selling cookies, handmade gifts and trinkets, they 
raised over £100.  The idea was entirely theirs; they 
involved a team of other students and both girls have 
achieved an element of their gold pledge! 
  

We also recognised Children’s 
Mental Health Week, LGBTQ+ 
month and World Book Day, with 
displays and activities in the library. 
All Year 7s received a free book for 
World Book Day. We also 
celebrated 6 students who got 
involved in the Lego Challenge, to 
programme a robot to perform a 

number of tasks in timed conditions. It sounds easier than 
it was! The boys worked hard as a team and competed 
online in January. In this first year they were runners up, 

with a score that would have won in 
previous years, but they are ready to 
meet the challenge head on next year! 
  
Our anti-bullying ambassadors have 
designed posters and displays to 
remind children of our commitment to 
keep NSC a safe and happy place. A 

Year 9 student 
is using her 
artistic skills to 
design and sell 
Easter cards 
for charity, showing the kind 
heartedness and the initiative of 
our wonderful students. We have 
also seen a number of our 
students competing. In music, with 
Joshua entered in the London and 

Southeast Counties Brass Band and Codi competing in 
the English Gymnastics National Competition against 
many young athletes. He managed to achieve 2nd on his 
vault and 3rd on P-bars.  Jack has also been hugely 
successful in ice-hockey and Alex in the Eastern Region 
Hockey Finals. Some rising stars to look out for! 
  
Watching the desperate 
situation in Ukraine, we were 
only too happy to help when 
we were asked to send out a 
plea for donations. We were 
overwhelmed by the 
generosity and kindness of 
our families whose donations 
were collected and very 
much appreciated. Our 
students were happy to help 
load the donations up for the 
trip to Poland. We hope to 
conclude this term with an 
Easter show, just a small 
event to allow our 
performers to have a chance 
to show off their talents. 

Carole Moss, Headteacher 
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Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, c/o The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU  

For more information please visit our website at https://ldhs.org or contact us by post, Facebook message or by e-mail at ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk  

LONG-AWAITED LONGSTANTON 
AND NORTHSTOWE HERITAGE 
FACILITY ON ITS WAY!  

It’s many years since residents of 
Longstanton started the 
Longstanton Archive to help 
ensure that the rural, social and 
military heritage of Longstanton 
and the airfield was not lost to 
future generations. Residents 
realised that talk of a new town, to 
be built on our parish lands, would 
result  in the sudden urbanisation 
of Longstanton and Oakington 
parishes and an end to the rural 
way of life that had been at the 
forefront of these village 
communities for millennia.  

From the first tentative steps of 
the Longstanton Archive, 
residents and veterans of RAF Oakington and Oakington 
Barracks embraced the project, and this led to the launch of a 
fully constituted society in May 2007 - the Longstanton & 
District Heritage Society. Much consideration was given to 
how to construct a society that would adequately reflect the 
shared heritage of Longstanton and Oakington and how this 
could also be shared with the new town of Northstowe once 
the new town was born. A central aim of LDHS from the start 
was the protection and promotion of our shared heritage and 
how it could be used by the community for the education and 
enjoyment of residents, school children, veterans and their 
families. LDHS members realised that the archives that we 
were creating are unique and that this community project 
would not only safeguard the heritage of our villages, but it 
would also provide Northstowe with an understanding of its 
own past. No greater gift could be given by villagers and 
supporters of LDHS, than safeguarding heritage for future 
generations and ensuring that it could be displayed within the 
former parish boundaries of Longstanton and Oakington. Not 
only would this project safeguard heritage but it would help 
bring the three communities together, through an 
understanding of our shared history. There can be no better 
place for a local heritage facility than on the former RAF 
Oakington Barracks site itself.  

Many years of work by LDHS has gone into calling for a 
heritage facility for Longstanton, Northstowe and Oakington 
Airfield and we have worked tirelessly with local councillors, 
council officers and representatives of Homes England to try 
and ensure that this community facility could be provided. We 
simply have to thank Homes England for their vision and for 
their understanding of the importance of what we were trying 
to do for our local communities and Northstowe. Without our 
shared vision this facility would not be happening. Of course, 
we also have to acknowledge and thank National Highways 
(formerly Highways England) and Cambridgeshire County 
Council for their essential contributions to this project.  

LDHS is clearly delighted with progress, and we look forward 
to working with the County Council, Longstanton Parish 
Council, Northstowe Town Council and others so that this 
heritage facility is a great success and can provide a focal 
point for our communities, veterans families and visitors.  Of 
course, having launched in 2007, we have lost many of our 
original members and supporters from our villages and from 
RAF Oakington, but we have kept them all in our thoughts as 

we have continued to work 
towards this outcome. 
LDHS also remembers one 
of our founding members 
and former Chairman of 
LDHS, Tony Cowley, who is 
no longer here to see our 
ambition realised. 
Everyone involved over the 
years has provided us with 
the motivation to see this 
project through, and we 
will look forward to 
welcoming relatives and 
friends to the new facility.   

The heritage facility will 
be sited adjacent to the 
Homes England offices 
next to Rampton Road. It 
will contain a store and 
display facilities for the 

LDHS Archives and other displays will showcase the 
extensive archaeological finds from both Northstowe and the 
A14 upgrade. LDHS has worked for this outcome for over a 
decade because we were convinced of the significance of the 
heritage of this area - so close to South-West Fenland with its 
trackways, Roman road,  ancient ports, forts and extensive 
evidence of Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman occupation. It is 
going to be an absolute pleasure to tell the story of our local 
history here within our local communities and we hope that 
residents, visitors and local school children will benefit and 
enjoy what will be on offer in this facility, for years to come. 
We look forward to being able to provide further updates in 
due course.  

LDHS NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR 1 APRIL 

1st of April sees the start of the new membership year and 
renewal reminders have been sent out to existing members. 
However, new members are always welcome and with the 
heritage facility hopefully opening later this year, now is a 
great time to join and get involved with this unique cross-
community project. You can download a membership form 
from our website or send us an email (details below) and we 
will send you a membership form to complete. If you do not 
have access to a computer, please send  us your name and 
address by post and we will send you a form.   

Membership costs:  

Individual - £ 10 / year  Family - £ 15 / year   

Affiliated Society - £ 20 / year 

Hilary Stroude (Secretary) 

  LDHS UPDATE: LONGSTANTON - Apr / May 2022 

Above: Artists impression of the Longstanton and Northstowe 
Heritage Facility with the Homes England offices in the 
distance. 
Below: Artists impression of the interior of the Heritage Facility.  
Exterior and interior images © Proctor & Matthews Architects  

R 
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VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

LONGSTANTON BOWLS 
CLUB 
 
Spring has arrived. With summer just 
around the corner, the sounds of 
summer sports will soon be ringing 
in our ears.  The bowls green will 
awaken from its winter slumber to 
the ageless call of "WELL YE 

BOWLED". Forget the myth that bowls is a "one foot in the grave" 
or a "waiting for God" sport. Bowls is a sport for all ages to enjoy 
and the best bowlers have youth on their side. If you’ve been 
forced to retire from your chosen sport, consider a swap to lawn 
bowls. Ex-golfers generally make good bowlers as they have a 
natural feel for the green. If you make use of a walking aid, it 
doesn’t dismiss you from the game.  There are many very good 
bowlers who are reliant on such aids.  
Were you gripped by the curling played during the Winter 
Olympics?  In many ways, the sports of bowling and curling are 
very similar. Bowls replace stones, the bowls head replaces the 
house, blockers are guards, the jack is the button and only the 
nearest bowls count.  However, with Bowls, you don’t need to run 
up and down ‘sweeping’ the green. We are very eager to increase 
our membership, so if you’re in the age range 11 to 90+ years 

young, regardless of experience, we’ll welcome you with open 
arms.  
The green OPENS on EASTER SATURDAY 16TH APRIL at 2pm. 
Why not have a multi-generational, family afternoon trying 
something different? The BOWLS GREEN is located on the 
Longstanton Recreation Ground, Over Road, between the Pavilion 
and the Tennis courts. Just wear a pair of flat soled shoes and 
we’ll provide everything else.  We’ll also be holding a Bowls 
taster session on Saturday 14th May from 2pm. 
On SATURDAY 23RD APRIL at 2pm, we celebrate ST GEORGE'S 
DAY on the bowls green, a fundraising afternoon for the family to 
enjoy playing bowls related games.  
A very big thank you goes to Paul Miles (retired President): 36 
years of loyal service to the club, a founder member, club green 
builder, a true gent and a very caring friend. Ruth Westwood 
(Pocket Rocket) becomes president.  Stuart (Haggis) Hunter takes 
on the role of Club Secretary. John Spelzini (Captain of 
Longstanton 'A') collected the league trophy as 2021 Division 5 
champions. Congratulations to John and his team.  
For more information about the Bowls Club, please visit our 
website www.longstanton-bowls-club.co.uk or ring Marion 
(Membership Secretary) on 01954 780118.   
Happy Bowling, from ‘Rob the Bowler’.  

Rob Page 

As the weather improves 
and longer days are 
ahead, the club courts are 
busy with individual 
member bookings, as 
well as club sessions. 

Coaching: If you’re interested in coaching, please contact David 
National directly by emailing coaching@longstantontennis.co.uk. 
Coaching is open to both members and non-members, with 
members benefitting from a reduced rate.  
Competitive play: For the summer league, the club has entered 
three men’s teams and one mixed team and are hoping to get 
good matches across all teams. Team members are usually 
getting a coaching practice on Thursday evenings. 
Club improvements: The Committee is working hard in the 
background to look at funding options and permissions for 
replacing the somewhat aged floodlights, as well as repainting 
courts, and hope to be able to report some developments in the 
upcoming months. 
Events: Our neighbours in Northstowe are celebrating their 
5th anniversary of the first resident moving in on 7th May with a big, 
community-wide event, and the club is hoping there will be some 
space for tennis-related activities. 
 

FAQ section: 
Can anyone book a court? Yes! Anyone can book a court. 
Members can book courts for free, whilst non-members pay a £5 
‘pay and play’ fee per hour.  
How can I book a court? The courts are available to book via our 
online booking system, available on our website. Once you’ve 
booked a court, you’ll be given a code to access the key safe to 
open the gate. 
What membership packages do you have?  We have several 12-
months membership packages available, with a 3-months 
introductory trial membership for use by new members. 
Membership packages now begin on the date they were 
purchased and expire on the same date the following year. With 
longer days and nicer weather approaching, it is the best time to 
be starting or getting back to tennis! 
Where can I find more information? If you are interested in joining 
the club or if you would like to find out more details, please have 
a look at our website www.longstantontennis.co.uk. Alternatively, 
pop down to one of our club sessions on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings from 6 pm and Sunday mornings from 11 am and have a 
chat with any of our friendly members! 
We hope to see you on court soon! 

Longstanton Tennis Club Committee 

The Limpers now have two established 
nights with group runs which are free and 
open to all. We’re still doing our social run, 
which is on Mondays at 7.30pm, and now 
we have another group run on Wednesday 
starting at 7pm for people that are new to 
running or getting back into it. We’re meet-
ing up at the Northstowe square at the 

moment, so pop down and say hello if you have any questions or 
are looking for a local group run. We’ve also finished another of 
our popular Couch to 5k courses, and hopefully the graduates will 
join our Wednesday runs. 
 
After pausing our membership fees for 2 years due to uncertainty 
about the pandemic, our club activity has resumed and so we 
have restarted membership fees for 2022/3. It’s still great value, 
with our core membership only £18, and for those that want to be 
fully affiliated with England Athletics, an additional £16. We do a 
mixture of away runs, visits to local parkruns, and special events 

just for members including guided training plans building to local 
events like the Cambourne 10k and the Northstowe Half Mara-
thon. All the benefits are on our Facebook page with details of 
how to join – check us out if you’re interested. 
 
We've been lucky to be selected as one of the Co-op's local 
causes this year, which means that the club will be sharing in the 
community funding raised by the local stores. If you're a Co-op 
member then please think about choosing us as your local cause 
– if not, why not join up and support a local group. 
 
Finally, some of the Limpers have been using an app called 
Treekly…if you keep track of your steps and are a regular walker 
or runner, then check it out as they plant trees on your behalf. A 
mix of healthy activity and helping the environment at the same 
time sounds good! 
www.facebook.com/LandNLimpers 

Chris Poultney 

mailto:coaching@longstantontennis.co.uk
http://www.longstantontennis.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/LandNLimpers
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Since the last issue, our senior 
teams have continued to grow 
and improve through the sec-
ond part of the season due to 
the addition of new players and 
further success.  
 
The first team is sitting nicely in 
the league with only 5 games to 
go to add another league trophy 

to the cabinet. With all the league contenders needing 
to visit the Rec over the coming weeks, it's in our hands 
to deliver the second league title in 5 years.  
 
Before we get back to league action, we have the little 
matter of a cup final to deal with. After a 2-1 win over 
Wimblington in the semi-final, we are in another final. 
 
The game against Wimblington didn't start as planned, 
but this was expected after not playing for 5 weeks. 10 
minutes in and we were 1-0 behind and as we battled 
hard through the first half to regain our form, the tide 
began to turn. At the break, we took the opportunity to 
address the issues of the first half and once the second 
half began, it was clear the lads were going to make 
sure this opportunity wasn't going to be missed. Dan 

Parker got us back on level terms 15 
minutes into the second half and with the 
constant pressure not resulting in a goal, it 
looked like penalties were going to be 
needed. That would have been the case if 
Longstanton hadn't got a second.  
Step up Adam Winter, with the ball on his 
left foot, he let rip from 30 yards and as 
the net was bulging and the team celebrating, the final 
was within touching distance. We still couldn't get too 
carried away with a couple of minutes still to go. After 
what felt like an age, the final whistle went and cue the 
celebrations. The final is being held at Newmarket 
Town’s ground on Friday 25 March v Exning FC. 
 
The good news doesn't stop there. Our Sunday side find 
themselves in two cup quarter finals after wins over 
Newport and Willingham in the last couple of weeks. 
Hopefully by the time I write again, I can report cup 
success for both sides, the start of a great summer for 
the club and details of pre-season and how you can get 
involved with a great successful couple of teams and 
fantastic club. 
 

Ben Lee 
1st Team Manager, Longstanton FC  

VILLAGE SPORTING ACTIVITIES  

Our Reader’s Letter - Dangerous Driving 
We moved to the village last summer and really enjoy life 
here. The only exception is when we take our children to 
school. We commute to school and work every morning 
and afternoon by bicycles, and I also use a bike trailer to 
take my little boy to nursery. 
Some drivers are very polite: they give us room and we 
appreciate it. Unfortunately, however, there are many 
drivers who don’t give us any space—when they overtake 
us or especially when they come from the opposite 
direction. That scares me the most. The cars often have to 
drive on the “wrong” side of the road when others have 
parked such that they have no space in their own lane. 

Many people don’t wait for us to pass or even slow down. I 
feel unsafe, and so does my older son. He asks me why 
people ignore us. 
 
I would like to see signs in the village to give space to 
cyclists, but I would also like drivers to be aware, to drive 
carefully and to give cyclists more consideration. 
I don’t want any incidents on the roads or for my son to 
become so distressed that he will eventually refuse to 
cycle.  

Thank you. 

 

NEIGHBOURLY SHOUT OUT! 

We would like to send a massive thank you to everyone 
who was involved in the Over 60s meal. The meal was very 
tasteful and much enjoyed. 
Many thanks 
Ernie & Elaine Stearn 
 
I just wanted to say a big thank you for a wonderful meal 
delivered yesterday, it was so delicious and a thank you to 
whoever organised and prepared this. Again, thank you. 
Kind regards, 
Judith Smith, Badgers Holt  

I’d like to thank the many people who do small but vital 
jobs around the village. For example, thank you to the 
people who put out every school day the A-frame signs 
that keep our children safe, Mark who empties many of our 
public bins to keep Longstanton litter-free, and the posties 
who punctuate my mornings with their cheerful deliveries. 
There are many more residents who do similar good 
deeds. While not always acknowledged, your work is much 
appreciated! 
 
Beth, Rampton Drift   

Tell us about the village residents who brighten your day! Send you thank you by emailing longstantonlife@hotmail.com, 
using “Thank you” as the subject line, and we’ll print it here. 

P 
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I’m pleased to confirm that we will be including the new stop 
in Northstowe to our new timetables, starting May 2022. It will 
be on the 2nd Friday of every month from 3.20pm to 4.20pm 
on The Green, adjacent to the B1050. We will also continue 
to visit Longstanton, which will be on the same day. 
  
Longstanton, The Dale.            2.00 – 2.30pm 
Longstanton, Prentice Close   2.35 – 3.10pm 
Northstowe, The Green            3.20 – 4.20pm 
  

The first visit will be on Friday 13th May, followed by 10th 
June, then 8th July, etc. The service is free to all, and new 
customers can join online, or come and join on the vehicle. 
There will be leaflets and timetables available on the vehicle, 
and hopefully we will be able to email a poster for you to put 
into the magazine if possible. We’re very much looking for-
ward to it. 
  

Best wishes, 
Leoni Alexander 

Cambridge Mobile Library Service  

 
 
 
 

AN UPDATE FROM FEN DRAYTON LAKES 

Spring birds are returning and, once back, they waste no time 
filling the airwaves with their lovely, lyrical melodies. Each year 
millions of birds pour into the UK to take advantage of the 
warmer weather for breeding. Indeed, temperate areas are 
more productive at this time of year for nature than rainforests. 
This energetic boom of growth fuels an emergence of insects 
which in turn gives birds a lot of food to eat. 
 
Migration is a treacherous business, but for the birds that make 
it back there are big gains to be had. The glut of food in the 
spring allows them to have large broods and produce lots of 
young. Some species can have up to 15 chicks in a nest, which 
is a lot of mouths to feed! 
 
At Fen Drayton Lakes we are lucky enough to receive lots of 
migrant birds which are dominated by the warblers. These 
small birds have mostly travelled from Africa with some having 
spent the winter as far away as South Africa. One such species 
is the willow warbler which migrates up to 8000km to reach 
here. It crosses mountain chains, seas, rainforests and the 
largest desert on earth, all to breed in a particular patch of trees 
on the nature reserve. 
 
We have managed the habitats to ensure areas of scrub such 
as hawthorn and bramble, reedbeds and woodlands are in 
good condition, which warblers adore. Many of these birds 
prefer the edge of the habitat, where scrub meets grassland or 
reeds meet scrub. This is where biodiversity is highest and 
provides the most food. On a calm morning it is possible to hear 
ten different species of warbler at the reserve but seeing them 
all can take a number of visits. 
 
Come down to the reserve to look for these charismatic birds 
around the trails. This is the best time of year to see them as 
many will sit out to sing, putting aside all risks from predators to 
attract a mate. If you are lucky, you may also hear the fluty 
melody of a nightingale or the classic two-note call of the 
cuckoo, both of which can be found with luck. 
 
#WatchYourStep 
 
Did you know…? Over half of England’s threatened bird species 
nest on the ground. We can all contribute to improving the 

fortunes of declining birds such as corn buntings and lapwings 
by sticking to paths and keeping dogs on leads in the spring 
and summer months. This will boost the odds that these 
threatened species can breed. 
 
The #WatchYourStep hashtag is our campaign to raise 
awareness of the impact on nesting birds and to share how 
people are helping. Search for the hashtag if you are on social 
media to get live updates or get involved. 
 
Wednesday Wander 
 
Ever thought you’d like to know more about the reserve and its 
wildlife? Volunteer-led guided walks take place once a month, 
usually on the second Wednesday. To see details and book, 
please visit: events.rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
   
Email: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk 
Phone: 01954 233260 

 Visit rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:  
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

The willow warbler travels a huge distance to breed at Fen Drayton 
Lakes – Henry Cook 
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Plastic Free Longstanton and 
Northstowe have had a busy time and 
have successfully renewed our certifi-
cation for another year! Surfers 
Against Sewage have confirmed that 
all our local action to remove and re-
duce single use plastic has continued 
the good work from last year’s Plastic 

Free Community Award and has now achieved a second 
consecutive accreditation. 
 
What have we been doing? 
The short answer is ‘whatever we could’ within the con-
straints of 2021! 
 
We’ve been litter picking since the restrictions lifted in the 
summer and also recording the results as Brand Audits, 
which feed into the collection of national information about 
the main culprits for plastic pollution. We took part in a col-
laboration with National Geographic and University of 
Plymouth in a citizen science data collection as part of one 
of the largest litter recording activities conducted for sci-
entific research, which looked at the impact that Covid had 
on litter across the country. We collected data over a six-
month period and noted increases in single-serve and oth-
er food packaging as well as PPE. The results are being 
peer-reviewed and will then be published. 
 
We’ve kept our Facebook page busy with lots of tips and 
ideas for reducing use of plastic. 
 
More businesses have signed up to become Plastic Free 
Champions and have been successfully accredited by SAS 
to join our existing pioneering food trucks. Congratulations 
to recent award winners Pigcasso’s and we look forward to 
handing out more awards soon… 
 
Another one of our local schools has signed up to the Plas-
tic Free Schools programme – you’ll have to wait until 
they’ve finished it to find out which one! 

The return of Sustainable Northstowe’s ‘Super Saturdays’ 
saw a range of activities and often featured the local busi-
nesses Clare’s Refill, and Stanley and Floyd. These were 
very popular and have seen over 700 single use bottles 
saved last year as well as lots of lovely plastic free and 
sustainable products sold. 
 
We’ve supported lots of relevant campaigns including in 
the run up to COP26 as well as other national calls for ac-
tion to make the case for positive changes and encourage 
people to make changes. 
 
There were lots of things we weren’t able to do last year, 
but we’re very proud of what we managed to do, working 
across the communities of Longstanton and Northstowe. 
So what will be doing throughout 2022? Continuing to build 
on the litter picking and data collection with regular local 
picks, and maybe a larger event that more people can get 
involved in across the community. We’ve got some other 
ideas to keep our area clean and stop plastic entering our 
local watercourses and then making their way to the sea. 
We’ll keep working to support local schools and local busi-
nesses to become Plastic Free accredited as these bring 
lots of benefits, as well as signing up Allies who’ll commit 
to reduce their use of single use plastic. 
 
We’ll keep promoting simple and effective changes to re-
duce plastic in everyday use and we’ll try to come up with 
some interesting ideas for Plastic Free July, which is now 
established as a month of action and promotions on this 
issue. Finally, we’ll be out and about representing at local 
events so come and say hello if you see us about – and let 
us know if you have some ideas or want to get involved. 
Want to get involved? Get in touch through our Facebook 
page or at plasticfreelandn@gmail.com … 

 
 

Chris Poultney and Maria Harrison 
Plastic Free Longstanton and Northstowe 

PLASTIC FREE LONGSTANTON AND NORTHSTOWE  

Have you visited our community café yet? 
 
Pioneer Café – at Northstowe Community Wing, 
Pathfinder Way, Northstowe CB24 1AA – is open to 
anyone from Northstowe, Longstanton and the sur-
rounding area every Wednesday from 10am until 
12.30pm. It’s a great place to meet friends, pick up a 
book from the microlibrary, or make use of the free 
wi-fi to answer a few emails. 
We’ve got some exciting new developments to 
share! We’ve listened to customer requests and ex-
panded our menu to include milkshakes, and we’re 
thrilled to be supporting local businesses by offering 
specials each week, such as brownies by the Choco-
late Queen and delicious sourdough toast by Raised 
in Rampton.  
We’re launching a loyalty card: buy ten hot drinks 
and get the 11th absolutely free, and a “buy it for-
wards” scheme where you can donate a coffee to 
someone in need when you purchase your own.  
We’re also going to trial opening on a Wednesday 

afternoon for a few weeks after Easter: 3.30-5.30pm from 27th 
April. We’d love to hear from anyone interested in volunteering 
at the café for the morning or afternoon: please get in touch at 
friendsofthewing@gmail.com. 
Although the afternoon café will 
be open to everyone as usual, 
Northstowe Youth Hive are hoping 
to run a youth drop-in session at 
the same time: they’re looking for 
volunteer youthworkers to help 
provide a safe place to hang out 
after school, perhaps playing 
games, completing homework, or simply meeting new friends. 
If you’d like to get involved with youthwork, please contact 
youth@northstowe.info. 
Volunteering is a great way to meet new people, build self-
confidence, and develop new skills. Friends of the Wing, who 
run Pioneer Café, and Northstowe Youth Hive will both provide 
you with appropriate training and support, and we’d love to 
hear from you, or see you there! 

Mari O’Neill  

A 

mailto:friendsofthewing@gmail.com
mailto:youth@northstowe.info
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Longstanton Village Market is back for 2022! 
 

Longstanton Village Market was started by village 
residents who are passionate about having an event 
that supports local trade in the heart of our commu-
nity.   

We transform the Village Green into a small friendly 
market full of food, crafts and community stalls on a 
Saturday morning.  It’s a great opportunity to meet a 
friend for a coffee, buy fresh produce and discover 
what our local artisans have to offer.  The market is 
run by volunteers, and proceeds are donated to local 
causes within the village. 
 
Sadly we haven’t been able to hold markets over the 
past couple of years.  We have missed you all so 
much and are very excited to announce that we have 
confirmed 4 dates for 2022!  
 
Longstanton Village Market 2022: 
The Village Green, Nelson Crescent (next to Co-op) 
Saturday 10am - 12.30pm 
9th April, 4th June, 17th September, 3rd December 
Please follow us for the latest market updates on  
Facebook.com/longstantonmarket .  
 
We welcome stall applications from the surrounding 
villages. For details please contact:  
 

longstantonvillagemarket@gmail.com 

LONGSTANTON BELLRINGERS 
 
The cover of the last edition of Longstanton Life showed 
the outcome of All Saints' Church Reordering Project, in-
cluding a beautiful new staircase.  That staircase leads to 
the ringing chamber.  Finally, after lockdown and the reor-
dering work, our lovely eight bells can be rung  
again.  But what we would like is a few more people to ring 
them!  Did you used to ring in the past, either with us or 
elsewhere?  Are you a ringer who has recently moved to 
the village but hasn't quite got round to joining us? Please 
come along to our practice sessions, on Wednesdays at 
7.30pm.  If you are interested in learning to ring, come to a 
practice night and see what we do and we can probably 
give you a short taster.  If you would like to know more be-
fore you come, do contact me via the following email: 
longstanton@elyda.org.uk. We look forward to seeing you. 

 
Fiona Rutter  

We hope you enjoy receiving your copy of Longstanton Life, which is delivered to you by a dedicated team 
of volunteers, some of whom are new to the job this edition.  If you receive two copies or didn’t get a copy 
through your door and had to get one instead from the Co-op or the surgery for instance, then please let us 
know by contacting longstantonlife@hotmail.com. 
 

Thank you!  
The Longstanton Life team would like to take the opportunity to thank five villagers who are hanging up 
their distributor hats! Susan, Karen, Naomi, Louise and Lisa J - we very much appreciate all your hard work 
in getting the magazine to so many people over the past few years. Thank you also to the rest of the distri-
bution team, over 30 villagers, who get your magazine to you in all weathers every two months. We recent-
ly appealed for more volunteers on our Facebook page and were thrilled to get an immediate response 
from 17 people, so grateful thanks to you too. We are lucky to live in such a kind community! 

mailto:longstantonlife@hotmail.com
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WILLINGHAM & LONGSTANTON SURGERIES 
Reception Tel:  Willingham 01954 260230  Longstanton 207600  Dispensary: 207602 District Nurse Team: 01223 726469 Option 2  

Health Visitors: 0300 029 50 50 Out of hours cover: Ring 111 Website: www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk 

Easter 2022– opening hours Please note the surgery will be 
CLOSED on Good Friday 15th April and Easter Monday 18th April 
2022. Please plan ahead and make sure you have enough 
medication. The last date for ordering repeat prescriptions in 
time for the Easter Weekend is Mon 11th April.  
 
Busy Service We are currently experiencing an extremely high 
volume of calls to the Surgery, and are aware that it takes some 
time to get through to our team.  We kindly request, that you do 
not phone during peak times unless it is absolutely necessary 
and you require medical advice for a new and acute problem.  
Routine face to face and telephone appointments are available 
for medication reviews and non urgent problems. The wait is 
currently 3 weeks. If you are unsure whether your medical need 
is urgent, our receptionists are trained to direct you to the most 
appropriate appointment. They will liaise with the GP on your 
behalf if there are concerns regarding the urgency of your 
problem.  
We do not make appointments via email, but you can register for 
SystemOnline to make routine appointments with the GP, in 
order to avoid the phone queue.  
We have several telephone lines and multiple members of staff 
answering phones at all times. They will get to you as soon as 
they can.  Please try and keep your call as brief as possible in 
order to free up our staff quickly so they can help the next 
caller.  Please be kind to our staff who are doing their very best 
to help you. Any abusive behaviour will result in your call being 
terminated. Thank you for your support and understanding 
 
Parking  Please DO NOT park in the Surgery car park when you 
are dropping your children to school.  
This is causing serious problems with our patients having 
adequate parking. Visibility on our access road can be very 
restricted, and as this is a main pedestrian route to the school, 
there is an increased risk to children if the road becomes heavy 

with traffic during school drop off. We will monitor the situation 
and will ask you to move if you are seen doing this. This is also 
being reported to the School 
 
Updating your contact details Please ensure we have your most 
up to date mobile number. We are using mobile numbers to 
send out information via SMS regarding any unforeseen changes 
to your appointment. It is very important that we have the correct 
details.  As the phone lines are very busy at the moment, it might 
be easier to email this request through to us on 
willinghammedicalpractice@nhs.net or use the form on the 
practice website www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk. 
 
Cambridge Hearing Help Unfortunately, we have been informed 
that the Cambridgeshire Hearing Help mobile unit (formerly 
CAMTAD) will not be returning to Willingham Surgery following 
the pandemic. 
However, Hearing Aid Maintenance Centres are open locally, 
where you can get your NHS hearing aids cleaned and retubed. 
This is a drop-off and wait service, by appointment only. 
To book an appointment or to request batteries by post please 
use our online service at:  
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk or telephone the office: 
01223 416141 or Text: 07852 699196. 
 
Carers’ Meeting Due to the pandemic, the carers’ meetings are 
still cancelled until further notice. They will be reinstated as soon 
as it is safe to do so. In the meantime, we would like to continue 
to support carers in our local community in any way possible. If 
you are a carer for someone and need advice and financial or 
emotional support, please contact Sue Lawson at 
susan.lawson7@nhs.net or 01954 260230.  
 

Lisa Smith  
Assistant Practice Manager 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

THINGS ARE STARTING TO HAPPEN AT ST MICHAEL’S.  
 
Now that Covid restrictions have eased, we are pleased to be able to start hosting events 
at St. Michael’s Church.  It’s time to get together! 
 
In March, we enjoyed the talents of the acoustic duo Redbook. The success of this event 
will enable us to host similar musical performances in a very special acoustic space. 
We will also be welcoming back the very talented This is My Theatre team who will be 
presenting our first theatre event: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland on Tues, 17th May at 
6.30pm. Tickets are available from the website: https://www.thisismytheatre.com. 
 
On Friday 3rd June (from 2pm), celebrate history by enjoying one of our Cream Teas in 
honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.   
 
We would just like to remind those who are new to the villages of Longstanton and 
Northstowe, the Friends of St. Michael’s  are a small community based group fundraising 
for the upkeep of the historic thatched church of St. Michael’s.  Membership and support 
enables us to keep providing special events for all to enjoy. For more information, please 
do contact us. 
 
Our aim is to facilitate the use of this very special, historic space for the benefit of the 
local community.  If you are interested in using this venue, then please do contact the 
Friend’s group.  
 
Future events: 
3rd September: Ride and Stride  
October: Bulb planting event  
November/December: The Nutcracker and the Mouse King 
 

The Friends of St. Michael’s Church 
fosm2017@gmail.com 

mailto:willinghammedicalpractice@nhs.net
https://www.willinghammedicalpractice.nhs.uk
http://www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3jEiirAH5orluU8BhOql4DGLT942HEMvqiFhzPzr98nUeG2CPMeml1IOY
mailto:susan.lawson7@nhs.net
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THE GREAT 50 DAYS 
 

A lot can happen in 50 days.  If you are 
reading this article on 1st April 2022, I 
wonder what you have experienced since 
10th February.  The snowdrops in my 
garden will have gone, to be replaced by 
daffodils which may still be there at the 
start of April, weather permitting.  The 
Covid-19 landscape may also have 

evolved, hopefully in a positive way.   
 
Have you come across the concept of 'The Great 50 Days'?  My 
web search friend Google suggests: 1. Super endurance runner 
Dean Karnazes who ran 50 marathons in 50 US states in 50 days'; 
2. Ivan van Driessche who completed a 50 day sponsored walk 
around Crete in aid of Animal Welfare; 3. British internet users 
spend 50 days a year surfing the web.  These examples are in 
addition to ‘The Great 50 Days’ from Easter to Pentecost.   
 
This year ‘The Great 50 Days’ begin on 17th April 2022 with the 
chorus of Christians across the globe proclaiming: 'Alleluia!  
Christ is Risen.'  They take us all the way through to 5th June and 
the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  In the Bible, the end 
of the gospels and the start of Acts tell of many amazing events 
in this period.  Numerous people met the resurrected Jesus and 
some witnessed him ascend to the heavens. 
 
Who knows what will come our way in the next 50 days?   

I certainly won’t be running 50 marathons but I will venture out 
for a few brief runs each week.  There are some birthdays to 
celebrate in my extended family and perhaps a couple of special 
dates for you as well?  I hope there will also be pleasant 
surprises along the way.   
 
May we each enjoy a great 50 days until the next edition of 
Longstanton Life comes through the letterbox. 
 
You are most welcome to join us for Sunday worship at 9.30am 
each week in All Saints Church, Longstanton.  Also for Holy 
Week and Easter services across the 5Folds Team of parishes: 
 
Maundy Thursday, 14th April  7.30pm. Holy Communion at St 
Mary’s, Over 
Good Friday, 15th April  10.30am . All Age service at All Saints, 
Longstanton. 
Good Friday, 15th April  3.00pm . Stations of the Cross at St 
Andrew’s Swavesey. 
Easter Sunday, 17th April  9.30am . Holy Communion at All Saints, 
Longstanton. 
 
I offer you my prayers and good wishes for a Happy Easter and a 
Great 50 Days. 

 
Rev’d Lucy Cleland,  

Team Vicar (Designate) in Longstanton,  
Over, Swavesey and Willingham. 

T: (01954) 277758  E: lucy@5folds.org.uk    

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LONGSTANTON 

PATHFINDER CHURCH, NORTHSTOWE 

A new adventure has started in Northstowe, with something 
growing up that complements what happens in our sister 
churches in the 5folds team, including All Saints’, Longstanton. 
Our minister, Revd Dr Beth Cope, is an Anglican Priest and 
Ordained Pioneer Minister, but those who are coming together to 
form Pathfinder Church come from all traditions and from none: 
together we are pilgrims on a journey, asking questions and 
exploring the connections we find between everyday life and 
our spirituality and faith. Many of us are new to Christian 
spirituality, others are dusty from the journey. Like any group of 
pilgrims, we expect that we’ll be changed by the people and 
places we meet, and as God works in and through us. If you’d 
like to be part of this journey, come and walk a while with us as 
we follow Jesus Christ — The Pathfinder.  

Revd Dr Beth Cope 
 

Find us in person most Sundays during the school term at 
3.30pm in Pathfinder Primary School Hall/Field – or joining in 
with many of Northstowe’s community events and projects! 
www.northstowe.church  
contact@northstowe.church  
01954 261 181  

Pathfinder Church Northstowe is a Church of England Church, with an 
inclusive ecumenical welcome. Revd Dr Beth Cope is the Pioneer Minis-
ter for Northstowe, working closely with Revds. Lucy and Simon from 
the 5folds Family of Churches which includes All Saints’ Longstanton. 
She is available to talk through the Big Questions of life, as well as for 
Northstowe’s weddings, baptisms, and funerals whether you are a regu-
lar churchgoer or not. Contact her at Church House, 6 Woodpecker 
Close, Northstowe (01954 261 181) contact@northstowe.church 

Easter Baptism 
What Easter traditions do you have? Maybe you hunt for chocolate 
eggs, paint hard boiled eggs, or have a lamb roast for your family 
lunch. One of the ancient traditions of the church is to baptise adults 
who have come to trust Jesus on Easter Sunday. And that is something 
we are joyfully doing this Easter Sunday.  
 
Easter is the day Christians celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from death. 
He had been executed by the Romans on the Friday. His body had 
been put in a tomb, sealed with a heavy stone and guarded. But on the 
Sunday morning, Jesus’ followers found the tomb empty and began to 
meet with the risen Jesus. (You can find an account of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in Luke’s biography of Jesus, chapters 22-24. If you’d like 
to investigate the evidence for the resurrection, please contact us and 
ask for a free copy of ‘The Case for Easter’.) 
 
In baptism, we celebrate that someone has trusted in Jesus as God and 
as rescuer from sin and death. Baptism as a sign shows that we receive 
what Jesus has done for us on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. The 
person goes down under the water (we’re hiring a pool) as a sign of 
their old life being buried with Jesus on the cross. The person comes 
out of the water as a sign of having received new life with Jesus. This 
new life involves an ongoing loving relationship with God the Father, 
and means we are sure of eternal life.  
 
If you’re curious to watch a baptism or find out more, why not join us on 
Easter Sunday. The service will be 10:30-12noon at Northstowe 
Secondary College (same time and place as our regular Sunday 
gathering). Everyone is welcome.  
 

Pastor Josh Monteiro 
Email: josh.monteiro@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org 
Postal Address: 45 Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET  

Emmanuel Church, Northstowe  

Emmanuel Church Northstowe gathers for our main weekly meeting 
10:30am every Sunday at Northstowe Secondary College. Everyone is 
welcome. Crèche and children’s groups (primary age) run during the 
second part of the service.  
There are refreshments after the service. 
For more information, please go our website:  
emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org  
Contact via email: contact@emmanuelchurchnorthstowe.org or post: 
45 Eaton Way, Longstanton, CB24 3ET 

E 
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EASTER CROSSWORD 
COMPETITION! 

 
Test your Easter knowledge with 
this Easter crossword! 
To enter the competition, send 
your answers to Longstanton 
Life either by posting at the Vil-
lage Institute, or by emailing to: 
longstantonlife@hotmail.com 
before Tuesday, 12th April. Re-
member to include your name 
and phone number with your 
entry.  
 
For our young readers (up to 
12yo), there are some Easter 
eggs placed inside the issue. 
Find them all, and re-arrange the 
letters into a seasonal greeting! 
 
The first two randomly selected 
entries for both age groups from 
those with the correct answers 
will receive Easter prizes, kindly 
funded  by the local Co-op. 
 
 
Good luck! 
 
 

ECO Arts @ The 3 Pavilions 
Northstowe 
Join us between 1pm and 4pm on 
Saturday 7th May at the Pavilions, be-
tween Northstowe Secondary Col-
lege and Martin Bacon Academy, to 
explore ECO arts! 
Northstowe Arts is partnering with 
Northstowe Secondary College, Sus-

tainable Northstowe and Pathfinder Church as part of 
Northstowe Day: celebrating five years since the first resi-
dents moved in to the new town.  
Come and see Northstowe Secondary College Art Club’s 
exhibition of recycled fashion, and recycled art by their 
feeder primary schools. There will also be storytelling with 
Marion Leeper and a piece of recycled art being created on 
the day! 
For all the latest details, visit facebook.com/NorthstoweArts 
where you can also find out about other things happening 
as part of Northstowe Day. 

VALENTINE’S DAY  
COMPETITION WINNER! 

 
Andrea Todman is our Valentine’s Day Com-
petition winner, congratulations! We hope 
you have enjoyed coffee and cake for two at 
the Willingham Auctions Cafe, The winning 
answers were: 1 Titanic 2 The Notebook 3 
Moulin Rouge 4 Love Actually 5 Romeo and 
Juliet 6 The Bodyguard 7 Brokeback Moun-
tain 8 Twilight 

H 
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